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Two years ago we 
showcased the  
PASSION, WONDER, and 
AWE our staff bring  
to their work with  
students, and last year  
we highlighted the 
passion, wonder, and 
awe our students bring  
to learning. This year, 
we asked each of our 
teaching staff to spend 
a few hours catching 
up with an alumna  
or alumnus as one  
way of making  
TDChristian’s walls 
more permeable. Our 
desire is to connect our 
students in meaningful 
ways to real situations 
outside our building, 
and to bring more  
experts into our 
school.

 While the paths 
taken by these alumni 
have branched out in 
a thousand different 
directions, they all 
wound through the 
halls of TDChristian High 
School. It’s humbling to 
read about the ongoing 
influence our school has 
had on so many lives. 
Hearing these stories 
reaffirms our need to 
enfold, engage, and 
empower each and every 
student. It also celebrates 
the learning and 
experiences we strive to 
provide here. And finally, 
it’s a powerful testimony 
to God’s ongoing 
faithfulness! 
 Enjoy these stories, but 
don’t stop there. If you 
are one of our alumni, 
send us an update 
(alumni@tdchristian.ca) 
—or better yet, help 
make our walls more 
permeable. If your son 
or daughter is a current 
student, let others know 
about it. And if you’ve 
never been involved with 
our school, we invite you 
to join us and add your 
own passion, wonder, 
and awe!

Spotlight on  
Connecting 
with our 
Alumni

Be connected

DISCOVERING A MODEL BUILDER: Noel Straatsma
by Ben Freeman

Noel (’06) found his unique career by responding to an ad: “Wanted: exceptional LEGOTM model builder with plenty 
of LEGO building experience.” A two-day competition against 230 other applicants in November of 2012 had him 
building LEGO models and interacting with the public in the quest to be the LEGOLAND Discovery Centre’s next 
Master Model Builder!
 Noel successfully advanced through each stage of the first day, excelling both at building and at engaging the 
children and families who observed and participated in his builds. On the second day, in addition to traditional 
interviews, Noel completed an assignment consisting of a LEGO build representing himself; he built a drum set  
and incorporated his faith into the design.
 These exciting two days led to Noel securing a job as team leader at Vaughan’s LEGOLAND Discovery Centre. In 
August of 2014 he added “Master Model Builder” to his resume—the only person in Canada with this official title.  
Noel is in charge of MINILAND, adding new features to Toronto and Ontario landmarks and designing and building  
for seasonal changes: among his projects is a set for the upcoming PanAm games. Noel also confidently works 
the floor of the LEGOLAND Discovery Centre, managing school groups and encouraging children in their love and 
discovery of LEGO and learning. 
 In reflecting back at his time at TDChristian, Noel is thankful for opportunities in sports (especially the Ultimate 
Frisbee team), a music teacher who directed him towards the drums, and a Grade 12 service trip to Nicaragua that  
had a lasting impact. He encourages current students to get involved beyond their scheduled courses and take the 
risks that lead to exciting opportunities—it served him well in finding his current career! 

NOEL STRAATSMA “AT WORK”



Passion

THE END OF ALZHEIMER’S 
Melissa Prickaerts  
by Vivian Templeton

Melissa (’11) is currently in the fourth year of a Biochemistry co-op 
program at the University of Waterloo, where she spent her latest 
work term researching with Dr. Zoya Loenenko’s Research Group. 
The leading-edge research looks at lipid membrane structures 
and how lipids can be used to disrupt the amyloid beta (protein) 
buildup associated with Alzheimer’s Disease.
 In our conversation, Melissa recalled enjoying her years at 
TDChristian, where she made lasting friendships. To upcoming 
graduates she recommends becoming involved in a variety of 
activities at university and “surrounding yourself with people who 
will help you accomplish your goals in an environment that allows 
you to be healthy and successful”.
 She adds that building hard skills like coding, electrical work, 
woodworking, and the use of a range of computer applications 
(such as Microsoft and Adobe suites and AutoCAD), is a tangible 
way to open doors in the future. Investing in a few such skills and 
building on them is more rewarding than trying everything only 
superficially, she says. Finally, she encourages being proactive, 
asking for help, and learning from mistakes. 
 Melissa credits TDChristian with providing opportunities for her 
to better understand the perspectives of others, particularly those 
who are marginalized or underrepresented. She finds this helpful in 
all kinds of ways, from interacting with peers to reflecting on global 
issues. She is keeping up habits like reading the daily newspaper 
and staying abreast of what is going on in her community. Her  
goal is to help people in whatever she does with her life.
 

UNDERSTANDING THE AUDIENCE  
Jer Ages 
by Mark Fluit

 While at TDChristian, Jeremy (’96) learned an appreciation for 
mathematics with Mr. Groot. Though you might think marketing 
strategy would have less to do with number crunching, as the 
Director of Strategy at The Marketing Store Jer regularly does 
work with quantified data and statistics, and appreciates and uses 
analytics in developing marketing strategies. He also took classes 
in drama with Mr. Vriend and acted in TDChristian productions. He 
says acting enhanced his presentation skills, his ability to take on a 
character’s viewpoint, and the ability to understand his audience.
 Jer stresses the importance of having a broad base of 
knowledge in various subject areas. For students unsure of their 
future career, he recommends seeking out non-required courses 
and a variety of extracurricular experiences in order to develop a 
fuller sense of possibilities. Seemingly unconnected courses and 
experiences can blend into a unique perspective, differentiating 
you and the value you can bring to a role. 
 TDChristian established Jer in a faith community that allowed 
him to evaluate options and make good decisions. A caring 
Christian community still helps him in his daily life and workplace; 
it shapes his morals, how he deals with people, his personal 
growth, and his decision-making.

ENVISIONING A BETTER WORLD
Amy (Maas) Westerhof
by Marjorie Helder

After graduating from TDChrisian, Amy (’96) earned a BA in 
Business from Redeemer, a post-graduate co-op program 
certificate from Sheridan College, and credentials as a Certified 
Human Resources Professional (CHRP). She now works as a People 
& Culture Business Partner Manager at World Vision Canada. She 
loves her career.
 Amy remains very thankful for the opportunities she had as 
a high school student. In particular, she appreciates the “caring 
and helpful teachers”, the Christian values, and the leadership 
opportunities. As a student she participated on sports teams and 
Students’ Council, worked in the school store, helped teach Math 
with Mr. Groot, and organized intramurals.

BEYOND YOUR COMFORT ZONE: 
PHYSICS AND QUANTUM COMPUTING
Darryl Hoving 
by David Robinson

On Friday, May 23, I took my professional development on the 
road to my alma mater to meet a former student, Darryl Hoving. 
Darryl (’07) and I have kept in touch during his undergrad at the 
University of Toronto, his master’s program at Cambridge, England, 
and now his PhD studies in theoretical physics and quantum 
computing at the University of Waterloo. I sat down at the back 
of the lecture hall as he took 70 students through the basics of 
matrices and their manipulations. Clearly at ease, he moved quickly 
through the material, fielding questions and holding the attention 
of the class on a Friday afternoon like an old pro. Afterwards we 
sat down to talk about TDChristian and its influence in his life.
 Darryl reflected on the freedom he was given to learn at his 
own pace beyond the high school curriculum, and how that 
put him a year ahead of his future classmates. That momentum 
allowed him to take advantage of exchanges in Germany and 
Singapore, and to keep ahead for years afterwards.
 Although his greatest strength may be in math and physics, his 
advice to students is to go beyond their comfort zone. His time in 
Drama and French classes stretched him, and in the process he 
learned a lot about himself while forming friendships he would 
have otherwise missed.
 Advising parents is trickier at less than a decade out of high 
school, but Darryl encourages them to let their kids explore and 
think for themselves, and to trust their kids’ teachers to provide 
guidance wherever those explorations take them.
 As we concluded our time together, Darryl’s final reflection was 
that TDChristian had instilled in him his sense of social justice and 
a moral compass. We are part of local and global communities,  
he said—communities that need our time and resources to make 
them better.

STRETCHING YOUR FOCUS
Jina Song
by David Kim

Jina (’09) has been very busy ever since she graduated from 
TDChristian. Her pursuit of a career in photography has led her to 
New York City, Vienna, Seoul, and eventually back home to Toronto, 
where she now attends OCAD University.
 One thing Jina appreciates most about her education at 
TDChristian is the wide variety of experiences and extracurricular 
activities she had the opportunity to be part of. She remembers 
TDChristian as a place where she was encouraged to step out of 
her comfort zone and try new things. When I asked her for one 
piece of advice she would give to current students, Jina said they 
should take advantage of every opportunity that comes their way. 
“Don’t be afraid to stretch yourself by trying out things you never 
thought of doing,” she added.
 As an international student, Jina felt very much welcomed into 
the community of TDChristian. “It is possible for international 
students to be fully integrated into the school,” she told me,  
“as long as they are willing to put in the effort.”
 

VISUALIZING DATA
David Jonker 
by Tim Bentum

David (’90) currently works at Oculus Info Inc., a company he co-
founded about 15 years ago with a few business partners he met 
in the Engineering program at the University of Waterloo. Oculus 
specializes in designing and building software that turns large 
amounts of data into manageable visualization tools for a wide 
variety of clients in different industries, including health care,  
law enforcement, government, the finance industry, and others. 
 David enjoyed his time at TDChristian and looks back fondly 
on the opportunities offered to him here, many of which helped 
him get to where he is today. Some of the experiences that stand 
out include computer courses taught by Mr. Groot, English courses 
that encouraged him to use his voice confidently, and keyboarding 
classes with Mr. Hielema, who taught him to type “at light speed”. 
 Based on his life experiences from his time at TDChristian 
right up until the present, David offers this advice to high school 
students and their parents: “You never know where your path will 
lead, so make the most of what comes your way each day. Bring 
passion and creativity to the things that you take on, and love 
what you do.” Looking back, David says that in addition to the 
terrific education he received at TDChristian, what stands out most 
is the special friends and staff members whose uncommon grace 
and love were always there through difficult and joyous times alike.

Alumni Spotlight

 Tim credits some of his teachers at TD with planting the seeds for his 
future career. He particularly remembers George Guichelaar and Richard 
Vanderkloet, who gave the social sciences credibility by insisting on 
good analytical reflection. They linked the social sciences with faith and 
had a passion for their discipline. Tim also recalls how Grade 12 French 
students were encouraged to get beyond vocabulary and grammar 
and pick an independent study topic they felt passionate about. He 
chose Pierre Elliott Trudeau and realized that studying a language is 
actually connected to life and politics and culture. At TD Tim learned 
that a living relationship with God requires that we answer the 
question, “How does my faith intersect with what I’m studying?” 
 I asked Tim how he resolves the tension between politics and his 
spiritual life. He stresses that government is just as much a part of 
the Kingdom of God as any other career, and that Christians should 
get involved. He lives out his relationship with God by trying to be a 
servant leader, by building, developing, and maintaining relationships 
in the workplace, and by planting conversations around faith. 
 As we parted, I was reminded again of how God uses a 
community to give shape to his Kingdom here on earth. TD is a 
small but vital part of that community, and it is a glorious privilege 
to see our young people move on to live out their calling.
 

THE MUSIC HOOK  
Elizabeth Huyer
by Kevin Hayward

Elizabeth (‘07) teaches music at Verdun Elementary School in 
Montreal, a bilingual school with over 200 students. The most 
important element she draws on in her work today is probably  
the flexibility in her learning at TDChristian.
  “The way I was allowed to learn at TD has definitely influenced 
the way I teach my students: a lot of my students’ learning is 
project-based… The more schools I get to know, the more I  
realize that TDChristian is truly unique.”
  TDChristian’s openness to trying new things is something she 
still finds remarkable. The teaching staff she works with reminds 
her of her teachers at TDChristian, notably in the way they care  
so much about their students and are ready and willing to go 
“above and beyond”. 
 Elizabeth’s advice to new students is to “try everything once. 
High school is a good place to try new things without the fear that 
you’ll be ‘stuck’ doing something forever. Take your time, and don’t 
rush through high school (like I did!). If you still don’t know what you 
want to do at the end of high school, take the time to figure it out.”
 Elizabeth was drawn to study in Quebec because of French 
classes with Ms. Joosse and Ms. Vanderkooy. She adds, “World 
Issues class with Mr. Robinson gave me a deeper understanding  
of the world. Social justice has become an underlying theme of  
my music classes.”
 Leadership training on TDChristian’s Music Council largely 
influenced Elizabeth’s decision to become the Quebec Band 
Association representative at the Canadian Band Association,  
and also helped inspire her involvement with the Music Education 
Undergraduates’ Student Association at McGill University.
 

BEAM ME UP, SCOTTY
Blake Garbe
by Richard Peters

It’s a beautiful summer evening and Blake (’13) is regaling some  
of his peers and me with summer camp stories. He’s about to enter 
his second year in Humber College’s film and television program. 
Now that he has a bit of distance from his high school experience,  
I ask what he thinks is one of the most important things he got 
from his time at TDChristian.
 “Confidence. The confidence I gained performing in plays and doing 
presentations in class helps me every time I have to pitch ideas.”
 “If you were to give advice to a current or future student, what 
would it be?”
 “I’d say that people should try to get involved in the school 
community in some way. Whether it’s in sports, drama, robotics, or 
some other club, find something that is right for you and get involved 
with it. It helps you build confidence in yourself and your ability.”
 “What was one of your favourite/most impactful memories  
from your time at the school?”
 “My involvement in plays really helped me with where I am. In 
Upper Level Drama I directed a play, and that was a huge learning 
experience. I also learned how to act, and as a future director it’s 
very important for me to know how to relate to actors and how 
to work cooperatively with them. The ability to approach directing 
from an actor’s standpoint is an advantage in the film industry.”
 The sun is beginning to set over the lake. It’s going to be a busy 
year, but a good one. And just so you know, Blake is gunning to 
reprise his role as Captain Kirk in this year’s Alumni Show in June, 
another “Star Trek”-inspired spoof you won’t want to miss!
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 Amy highly recommends to current students that they explore 
potential career interests, develop communication and leadership 
skills, and begin to create a network of professional contacts  
by participating in leadership roles, service trips, and work 
placements provided by TDChristian. 

FINANCE, POLITICS, AND FAITH
Tim Schuurman
by Alice Vanderkooy

Father of Jacob Schuurman (Grade 9) and husband of TD vice-
principal Patty Schuurman, my former student (and current friend) 
Tim (’89) lives in Oakville. He works for the Ontario Ministry of 
Finance, where he has been employed since 2004 after seven years 
with the Federal Department of Finance. Among other initiatives, 
Tim has contributed to 20 budgets, helped to develop measures 
of the financial health of the province and the country, helped to 
initiate changes and set tax policy, coordinated the development  
of the province’s fiscal plan, and is part of a team responsible for 
the relationship of the federal and provincial governments around 
the budget. Impressive, non? 

DAVID JONKER

JINA SONG
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FRAMING A FUTURE 
Trevor Huyer
by Harry Huyer

Trevor (’91) learned to work at a young age with his father and 
uncle in construction. He makes a living in construction himself now. 
 “Most of my friends, now, I can trace back to TDCH,” said Trevor. 
Attending TDCH involved riding a school bus from Barrie, which 
made it hard to participate in after-school programs. Still, he  
has fond memories of his time in high school. 
 For Trevor, school took work, so he worked hard to be successful 
in his courses. The timber steps going down the hill behind the 
school are part of the work he did as a student. Upon graduation 
in 1991, he began at Georgian College and over the next three 
years completed a co-op program in Civil Engineering Technology. 
He joined his father as a partner in the framing business where  
he learned to take risks and complete challenging projects with 
steep learning curves. 
 Trevor also engages in the tasks of finding work, pricing 
contracts, purchasing and maintaining equipment, and hiring staff, 
holding himself to a high standard in all of them. The Christian 
ideals and values that inform his work now are the same ones he 
learned at home and that continued to be part of life at school, he 
said. “You just do it right; and if you make a mistake, you fix it.”
 Asked whether parents should send their children to 
TDChristian, he didn’t hesitate. “It’s a good thing to do! Faith  
is everything later in life!”
 

HELPING YOUTH IN A BROKEN WORLD  
Marianne (Kamerman) Deeks 
by Patty (Masengi) Schuurman

Marianne (’89) works with Youth For Christ, meeting with kids in 
public high schools, mostly girls, and striking up conversations with 
them. She shares meals with them, goes to youth group with them, 
meets them when they need a listening ear, and intentionally 
grows friendships with them, opening her home as a warm  
and hospitable host.
 In addition to her work in the school setting, Marianne has 
various engagements where she presents to a large audience.  
She is a speaker at conferences and churches, focusing on girls’ 
self-worth, sex and sexuality, and most importantly, identity in 
Christ. Although her job has many parts, all of it stems from a  
core desire for kids to feel real and accepted as God’s children 
living in a broken world. 
 It was amazing that after just over 25 years since graduating 
from TDChristian, Marianne and I could talk about how central 
and essential our Christian faith is to us. Faith is the keystone of 
Marianne’s job as she reaches out to youth. The education she 
received as part of her experience at TDChristian nourished  
that faith and helped form who she is today.
 She recalls the positive atmosphere at TDChristian and how 
she enjoyed good friendships, playing on sports teams, and 
travelling on a class trip to Washington, DC. There were teachers 
who invested in her, who knew who she was and encouraged 
her to grow as a person. She named Mrs. Dengerink, Mr. Nieboer, 
Mr. Hielema, Mr. Vriend, Mr. Grootenboer, and Mr. Groot, among 
others. It was the teachers who made a significant mark on her life.

FOLLOWING HIS FOOTPRINTS
William Kamphuis
by William Groot

William (‘72) has seen a lot since leaving TDCH for Calvin College 
and a career in Christian education. In the ‘70s he learned firsthand 
at Seymour Christian School in Grand Rapids about learning 
centres, which he identifies as a previous iteration of project-based 
learning. Over the past 31 years he has taught in Christian schools 
at both the elementary and secondary levels, officially retiring in 
2012 to engage in a new and exciting venture.
 In 2006, Wil proposed a three-month educational service 
experience in Belize as a joint program of HDCH and TDChristian; 
it involved 17 high school students living and serving in Western 

Belize for three months, and was the impetus for TDChristian’s 
International Block program.
 Throughout the next few years, the Lord led Wil to begin a 
micro- ministry called In His Footprints, whose sole purpose is 
to offer training in specific job skills to the youth of the village 
so they can improve their economic standard of living. Today, In 
His Footprints has five acres of jungle along the Hummingbird 
Highway south of Belmopan, Belize. The main building, housing up 
to 30, gives visitors the opportunity to experience the wonderful 
hospitality of Belizean Christians while meeting young people  
and teaching them how to begin their own businesses.
 Wil’s hope is that TDChristian’s permeable walls may lead its students 
to grow God’s Kingdom. His advice to young people is that there is no 
such thing as failure—just new experiences and our reactions to them.  
It is important to remember that God has given each of us very specific 
gifts to use in serving others; the honing of those gifts through thick  
and thin is what walking through life with God is all about. 
 

AN INTELLIGENCE MAN
Peter Kwantes
by William Groot

Peter’s (’87) journey from TDChristian to the present was initially inspired 
by Robertson Davies’ “The Manticore”, a novel he had read in English 
class under the tutelage of Mr. Peter VanderMaas. From TDChristian, 
Peter moved to Clarkson Secondary School for a few courses, then on 
to Redeemer University College for two years of Business Studies, and 
then to the University of Guelph, where he discovered his passion for 
psychology. After graduating with his first degree, Peter enrolled at 
Queen’s University and completed his master’s and PhD degrees in the 
same field. His area of specialty is cognitive science, which he describes 
as “experimenting on the brain without looking inside it”.
 From Kingston, Ontario, Peter ventured to Brisbane, Australia, 
where he taught for two years at the University of Queensland. 
However, Canada beckoned him back. When he returned in 2001,  
he applied for a posting at the Department of National Defence as  
a Defence Scientist. He appreciates the challenges his work provides 
and finds that there is “nothing better than making even a minor 
breakthrough as it serves others”. He has been able, in collaboration 
with others, to develop software for Canadian intelligence.
 When Peter reflected back on his time at TDChristian, he related 
how at that time he believed he was “not smart”. He often found 
learning frustrating, though he enjoyed acting (he had a lead role 
in The Matchmaker). For him learning became desirable when 
he found something for which he had a passion. His advice to 
students is to find something they love to learn, and to realize  
that the journey of learning is not always a straight path. 

such as Nordstrom, from the beginning of the design process 
until the installation is complete. In his role as manager, Randy 
finds that communication and problem-solving skills, as well as 
creativity, are key to successful project completion. 
 In 2004, TDChristian introduced Integrated Block, a year-long, 
four-credit, all-afternoon class. Randy was one of its first students. 
It was a highlight in his high school career because it gave him the 
opportunity to learn in a new way, providing a safe environment 
to share ideas, develop team-building skills, and make discoveries 
through trial and error. Responsibility and accountability were 
important in the completion of projects and aided in the 
development of his organizational skills.
 Assemblies were also a highlight in Randy’s time at TDChristian. 
He appreciated the supportive atmosphere and the encouragement 
he and others received to develop and share their gifts, abilities, 
and accomplishments with the student body. His creative talents 
were valued and recognized when he shared his music with his 
peers and teachers. 
 At TDChristian, says Randy, community is real. Innovative ways 
of learning, small class sizes, and relationships with teachers, 
principal, and peers make it a wonderful place in which to learn. 

IDEAS TO CREATE ON  
Anthony Goodhoofd
by Tim Buwalda

In September 1965, Anthony Goodhoofd (’69) was part of the first 
Grade 9 class at TDCH in its present building. “Every one of the 
teachers seemed genuinely interested in their students, and I think 
that’s one of the key things I took away from my time at TD,”  
says Anthony.
 It was a Grade 11 art response project to Shakespeare’s 
“The Tempest” for teacher Bert Witvoet that started Anthony 
thinking about a career in graphic design. He remembers Witvoet 
purposefully taking him out of class to visit the studio of Willem 
Hart, the designer of TD’s original logo. That initial connection soon 
had Anthony working for Hart after graduating from TD, and then 
attending the Ontario College of Art and Design. 
 After graduating from OCAD, Anthony spent time working 
at one of Canada’s leading design studios, completing design 
assignments for Canada’s Metric Commission, Environment 
Canada, Four Seasons Hotels, and other national clients.
 In 1974 he started his own graphic design and communications 
consulting firm in downtown Toronto. Forty years later, he’s still 
busy solving communication challenges and creating branding 
solutions. While his firm focuses on corporate, global mining, and 
GTA real estate clients, he also works with smaller organizations–
including his old alma mater, designing communication pieces  
such as this very newsletter!
 While the tools and technology have radically changed the way 
designers and other “creatives” work, Anthony’s advice to aspiring 
graphic designers is timeless: “It’s all about looking, seeing, and 
thinking about the idea challenge at hand. Try to think and see 
what your viewer, client, reader, or end-user needs to see. It helps 
to be a generalist, to see the big picture. Be open to new ideas, 
those ‘aha’ moments, and that old cliche ‘thinking outside of  
the box’”.
 Reflecting back, Anthony describes his time at TD as “extremely 
formative”. In fact, he still connects with some of those ‘60s TD 
teachers who had an impact on his life.

AT HOME ON THE FARM
Marieke (Van Dorp) Patton
by Fran Joosse

On a sunny afternoon in October I was able to spend time with 
Marieke (’00) at her farm in Egbert, Ontario. After graduating 
from TDChristian, Marieke went on to the University of 
Guelph, where she received her Bachelor of Science degree in 
Agriculture. She worked for a chemical company during the 
summer, which led to her being hired full time by this company 
after her graduation.
 Marieke is now a territory sales manager for Bayer Crop Science 
and consults with her customers about the pesticides used on their 
crops. The contact she has with her customers is one of the things 
she enjoys about her job. She finds that good listening skills are 
essential when working with clients, as well as the ability to retain 
information.
 Marieke is thankful for the many good friendships nurtured 
at TDChristian by her involvement in extracurricular activities 
such as drama; a core group of these friends still manage to get 
together annually. Her advice to students is to learn to manage 
time wisely and to recognize deadlines as a reality that must be 
respected.
 

Wonder
A QUICK STUDY  
Luna Lu 
by William Groot

Luna (Xiaowan) Lu (’11) arrived at TDChristian in September 2010.  
A quick study, Luna immediately engaged in her classes. The math 
courses were easiest; Family Studies would have been hard except 
for the fact that Ms. Joosse was her teacher. Always ready to push 
herself, Luna tried out for and was cast as Phoebe in TDChristian’s 
mainstage production of Shakespeare’s “As You Like It”. 
 After graduating in June 2011, Luna entered the University of 
Waterloo (UW) in Bioinformatics, where she spent the first four 
months improving her English. Not one to shy away from studying, 
Luna completed her first year from January to August 2012 so that 
she could begin her second year “on track” with her peers.
 One of Luna’s best decisions was to live at the Conrad 
Grebel College residence at UW, a place she found out about at 
TDChristian. It gave her the opportunity to develop as a person, 
contribute to a caring and nurturing community, and grow as a 
Christian. Through encouragement from older Grebel students, 
Luna had the gumption to apply for and find co-op jobs with 
companies such as Intentional Software in Bellevue, Washington, 
and Google, for whom she is working for the next four months in 
Mountain View, California. 
 Luna isn’t sure what the future holds, but suspects she’ll enter 
graduate school at some point after graduating from UW in 2016.  
In the interim she will continue to stretch herself to become a 
better computer programmer, make regular treks home to visit her 
mom and dad in Qingdao, China, and drop by TDChristian from  
time to time to let students know about her journey and about  
their possibilities.
 

A WRITER’S PERSPECTIVE  
Luke Sawczak
by John Terpstra

Over coffee Luke (’09) shared with me a bit of what life has 
been about since graduating from TDChristian: studying at and 
graduating from the University of Toronto Mississauga (UTM) in 
French and French Linguistics, making two linguistic pilgrimages 
to Israel, working at odd jobs, giving public poetry readings 
and music performances, being the Tutorial Assistant for a first-
year U of T computer course, editing “The Medium” (UTM’s 
newspaper), doing some freelance editing on the side, and, of 
course, continually reading and writing poetry and prose. Since 
completing his degree Luke has focused on his editing work, most 
notably as Editor-in-Chief (for the second year) of “The Medium”. 
He attributes his many and varied interests to his high school 
experience. He said, “TDChristian focuses on developing many 
aspects of a person—not only their knowledge, but also their 
practical skills, creativity, and character.”
 Being curious, deeply introspective, and intensely creative 
at a young age comes with its share of hurdles, but it was 
encouraging to hear Luke speak about the supportive community 
he experienced among us: 
 “TDChristian isn’t perfect; no high school is. But it’s definitely 
special. Almost universally, the high school experiences of 
people I’ve met since leaving TDChristian have been mixed or 
negative, which came as a huge surprise to me because my and 
my friends’ experiences were so positive. I would definitely have 
been an outcast in many high school scenarios. But at TDChristian 
everybody was ‘in’; the school was genuinely one in which every 
person had a place, and it was as hard to fall from that place as 
it is to fall from, well, God’s grace. What’s amazing is that this 
attitude spreads to the students. And it’s manifested in many 
ways—including, for example, the trust placed in any student  
who wants to offer something at an assembly or in class.”
 For today’s students Luke offers this advice: “Slow down 
and make the most of the time you have in high school. The 
environment you’re in offers so much that you don’t always have 
later in life, including the freedom to make mistakes, constant 
interaction with friends and peers, equal-opportunity creative 
expression, and other things.”
 In short, Luke remembers TDChristian as a place where he  
was known, loved, cared for, and supported.
 

WHAT’S IN STORE?
Randy Simmen
by Evelyn Dengerink

Initially after graduating, Randy (’05) dabbled in the music industry 
as a songwriter and performer. Now he is a Project Manager 
for Visual Elements, a company that designs, engineers, and 
manufactures custom retail store fixtures. He works with clients, 
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PROVIDENTIAL RELIANCE  
Nicole (Verkaik) Vroom 
by Richard Vanderkloet

After her Grade 8 Graduation from Holland Marsh Christian 
School, Nicole (’93) had to advocate for herself to get her parents 
to enrol her at TDChristian. To make her enrolment financially 
feasible, her mom entered full-time work as a nurse—a choice that 
wasn’t as common then as it is now. 
 As Nicole’s talents and interests became clearer, she decided 
she wanted to pursue a career in interior design. Looking enviously 
at the wide variety of arts courses offered at Bradford High, she 
lobbied her parents for permission to do her senior years there, but 
at their insistence she completed her high school at TDChristian 
before doing a year of OAC coursework at Bradford. A gap year 
was followed by two years in Advertising and Public Relations at 
St. Lawrence College in Kingston, followed in turn by a brief career 
working for an auto parts supplier. Then Nicole met Doug; they got 
married and had four children. Raising them is her “number one 
purpose” now, a task she joyfully embraces.
 Does Nicole regret the turns her life has taken? Not at all. 
Would she make all the same choices if she could do it all over 
again? Of course not. What would she advise her own children? 
She says, “You have to listen to your kids and be supportive. 
You also have to be honest with them about your own past. Use 
discretion, but be authentic and don’t lie.” Will she enrol her kids 
at TDChristian? Her oldest, Raegan, is currently in Grade 7; Nicole 
very much hopes to send her to TDChristian in two years’ time. 
 Although the career she imagined for herself in Grade 10 did 
not materialize, Nicole openly acknowledges that God’s providence 
has mysteriously but reliably accompanied her all along. She is 
confident that he will always walk alongside her. 
  

PROGRAMMING A FUTURE
Richard DeVries
by John Templeton

Richard (’08) studied Mathematics and Computer Science at 
the University of Waterloo and completed a master’s degree 
in computing in 2014 before beginning full-time work as a 
programmer for Motorola.
 In a recent conversation I asked Richard what experience from 
high school was most important to his job today. “Computer 
Science class in Grade 11 gave me my first exposure to 
programming,” he said, “and I loved it.” 
 One of the unique strengths of TDChristian was that teachers 
gave many opportunities to go beyond the curriculum. Specifically, 
Richard found that math contests were great. “Mr. Groot was 
particularly helpful in making special arrangements so I could 
write the Grade 11 contest,” he recalled. “I also really liked the 
computers in the hall. I feel that my education at TDCH prepared 
me well for university, though I wish there had been a greater 
variety of courses to study.” He added that he appreciated the  
fact that teachers at TDChristian really knew their students.
 When asked what advice he would give high school students 
or their parents, Richard answered with a focus on those planning 
to attend university. “There is a LOT of work at university—much 
more than in high school! You should start assignments early and 
work hard so that you don’t fall behind,” he cautioned. “Also, 
when you get to university, make connections with other students”.
 

ONE BIRD AT A TIME  
Lauren Weening 
by Matt Heinbuch

Lauren (‘13) is currently battling depression and will be doing so 
her whole life. She says, “It will never go away, I’m just learning 
how to manage it.” One thing that has helped in her journey is the 
community at TDChristian. Many students and staff have given her 
positive notes and comments; they went out of their way to talk to 
her and see how she was doing, or even just sat with her. Lauren 
has learned a lot over the past year and now wants to help others 
with this illness.
 What advice would she give to parents of students with 
depression? Even when you may not be a person your child wants 
to talk to, remember they do need to talk to someone; try to help 
them find such people. Ask them questions, but not too many; it’s 
a fine and frustrating line to walk. Believe them. Don’t try to fix 
them. Just support them. Tell them and show them that you’re 
there for them.
 Lauren’s advice to students suffering from depression is to talk 
to someone who can help you or can get you the help you need, 
no matter how much you don’t want to or think you don’t need to 
get help. Learn what triggers your depressive states, and learn and 
practise strategies for managing them. There is no quick fix.
 From a book called “The Valley”, by Joan MacLeod, comes one 
of Lauren’s favourite quotes about depression: “It came on like  
a flock of birds. And it’s going away one bird at a time.”

IMAGE-BUILDING  
Paul Ambtman
by Phil Vriend

By the time Paul (‘94) graduated from TDChristian, he had already 
been in business with his brother Mark (’95) for a few years. From 
his experience in landscaping, Paul knew the value of persistence 
and the challenges of meeting customer demands and making 
money.
  After graduating from Wilfrid Laurier University with 
a Business Administration degree, Paul began his own 
photography business, taking high-quality pictures for the 
jewellery industry. What began with selling photography 
equipment at tradeshows has become a thriving business. Paul 
takes particular pleasure in seeing his clients do well with the 
images he crafts for them.
 A highlight of his career has been teaching aspiring jewellery 
artisans how to present their work effectively. At Nunavut’s 
Arctic College he taught graduating students how to shoot 
high-quality images of their jewellery, and at George Brown 
College he regularly supports the jewellery program by shooting 
portfolio pieces for graduating students. Paul also contributes 
to the business mentorship program, working with residents at 
Harbourfront Centre.
 Fondly recalling TDChristian, Paul lives the values of community 
and commitment. He also stays in touch with quite a few of his 
high school friends, with whom he finds a unique kind of warmth 
and trust. 
 

MORE THAN BLACK AND WHITE  
Chris Zegers  
by David Hagen

Chris (’95) is currently the Senior Marketing Manager at DUCA. He 
said that learning integrity and ethics from a Christian perspective 
were paramount for him and helped shape who he is today; it was 
a constant theme at TDChristian, and Chris found it very helpful to 
be able to develop that perspective alongside like-minded teachers 
and students. He pointed out that while you may not get hired on 
your ethics or values, you will get promoted because of them.
 His advice to high school students is to understand that the future 
is grey, not black and white, and to find the things they care about 
and the skills they’re good at and pursue them. Chris studied 
Creative Advertising at Seneca College and worked in retail while 
studying; he ended up managing a No Frills and was offered his own 
store, but declined because he did not want to be married to his job.  
A job and career are important, but only one part of your life, he says.
 

A PASSION FOR FILMING  
Eui Yong Zong 
by Joel Sjaarda

Eui Yong (’06) is a documentary filmmaker who currently resides 
in Toronto. Since graduating from TDChristian, he has gone on 
to travel the world extensively, establish his film career, and win 

several awards for his work, including “Best Experimental Short 
Film” at the Montreal World Film Festival.
 Zong has not forgotten the significance of his high school 
education. He recalls: “TDChristian really encouraged me to 
explore. I started my passion for filming at TDChristian and was 
exposed to different opportunities to show my work. In all subject 
matters, TDChristian emphasizes bringing art into the picture.”  
Eui Yong believes that “if there was one word to describe 
education at TDChristian, it would be ‘interdisciplinary.’”
 He also thinks that high school isn’t too early to think seriously 
about your career and to have “clear and well-defined, realistic 
goals” for yourself. Eui Yong’s faith in Christ, career hopes, 
and academic abilities were put to the test during his years in 
university; he now says that “it’s really good to have a mentor who 
can guide you, even after high school, but it’s important that you 
make the decisions yourself in the end.” 

WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE  
Paul Ages 
by Kevin Godber

Paul’s (’04) time at TDChristian instilled in him a curiosity about 
the sciences and a desire to keep learning. He developed good 
habits and a work ethic that he was able to apply throughout his 
university career and now in his job. He is still pursuing his desire 
to learn as he seeks to understand the chemistry involved in his 
job: he is one of the people responsible for ensuring that the 
wastewater entering Lake Ontario from the city of Toronto  
is properly treated and safe. 
 Paul’s advice to high school students is that it is okay to change 
your mind. He started his university career studying chemical 
engineering; it was not what he expected, so he switched into 
chemistry and biology. As he said, “It cost me extra time and 
money, but in the end I was very thankful I made the switch; the 
remainder of my time at university was a much better experience 
and led me to where I am today.”
 Paul said, “I decided to pursue chemistry mainly because of my 
teachers: Mr. Robinson, Mr. Templeton, and especially Ms. Campbell 
(Templeton). They were great; they were excited about what they 
were teaching and passed that on to me. They made chemistry  
a lot of fun.”

 Interested in sharing your story?  
  Email groot@tdchristian.ca.

Read even more alumni stories on our website 
at www.tdchristian.ca/community/alumni.php

   A FLOURISHING FIXTURE
   Richard Vanderkloet (‘71)  

   ALL IN THE FAMILY  
   Berny and Irene Menken (‘77, ‘77) 

         
   LIFELONG LEARNER
   Garret Dekleer (‘94)

   TOWARDS A BETTER TORONTO  
   Andrew Jon Tenyenhuis (‘95)

   TAKING A DEFENSIVE POSITION
   Phil terHaar (‘95)

   QUARTERMASTERING YOUR FUTURE
   Eric Knibbe (‘02)

   TO THE HEART OF THE STUDENT
   Joel Sjaarda (‘06)

   HAVING A DIRECTION  
   Hannah Van Schepen (‘11) 
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WINNING VOLLEYBALL TEAMS
In 2013, TDChristian’s Senior Boys Volleyball team won the bronze 
medal at the OFSAA Boys “A” Volleyball Championship (the 
Falcons were the third best volleyball team amongst high schools 
with fewer than 500 students in Ontario). This past November, 
TDChristian’s Senior Boys Volleyball team again made the 
Championships, this time battling their way to the silver medal. 
Five students started on both winning teams.

ROBOTICS STUDENTS WIN AWARD
On Saturday, November 30, four squads from TDChristian’s 
Robotics Club travelled to UOIT in Oshawa for the Ninth Annual 
Sumobot Competition. This year’s highlight was capturing our 
fourth ‘Women In Engineering’ Award (of seven ever awarded). 
TDChristian consistently fields more females at the competition 
than any other school.

PRESENTATIONS 
DAY CELEBRATES 
LEARNING 
Each semester, TDChristian 
celebrates learning on its 
Presentations Day. Community 
members are invited to come, 
watch, enjoy, and critique. 
On January 13, scores of 
students in dozens of classes 
made hundreds of fascinating 
presentations. Be sure to come 
out to our next Presentations 
Day on Thursday, June 4.

(below) Grade 11 Biology 
students dissect fetal pigs as 
part of Presentations Day. 

What’s  
New 
at TD:

What’s  
New 
at TD:

@tdchristian
Editor: Tim Buwalda

Email: 
Buwalda@tdchristian.ca

For further information on 
TDChristian, please contact  
the school.

TDChristian
377 Woodbridge Avenue

Woodbridge, Ontario L4L 2V7

Tel: 1 855.663.6632
905 851.1772

Fax: 905 851.1992

www.tdchristian.ca

Email:
info@tdchristian.ca

To reach the TDChristian Board 
board_secretary 
@tdchristian.ca

Attention Alumni!
Please keep us posted 
regarding reunions, 
marriages, births, career 
moves, and any other 
important milestones. Simply 
email alumni@tdchristian.ca. 
Don’t worry if you’re late 
in reporting – we’re still 
interested!

• Marriages
•	 Tim Horlings (04) and 

Stephanie Danch, 
November 16, 2013. 

•	 Colin Hoving (07) and 
Bailey Girard, September 
20, 2014. 

•	 John Olthof (08) and 
Elena Knibbe (08), on 
September 27, 2014.

•	 Elizabeth deWinter (05) 
married Timotheus van 
Rooij May 25, 2013. 
They also welcomed 
baby Natalie Grace on 
May 16, 2014.

• Births 
•	 Jonathan (95) and 

Leanne (Maas, 95) 
Fernhout welcomed 
daughter Hadlie Nayala 
on December 31, 2013, 
a sister for Hayden and 
Harrison. 

•	 Benjamin (97) and 
Catherine (Debruin, 
97) Maas welcomed 
daughter Ariana Hope 
on January 22, 2014, 
a sister for Maria and 
Ashley. 

•	 Asher and Carolyn 
(Speelman, 02) Roffel 
welcomed their first 
child, Emma Charlotte, 
on July 5, 2014. 

•	 Matt (02) and Hollie 
(Scholten, 04) Hollander 
welcomed two identical 
twin girls, Aydra Jean 
and Deanna Brooke,  
on August 8, 2014. 

•	 Brad and Devon 
(Horlings, 00) 
Groeneweg were 
blessed with a baby girl, 
Brooklyn Ella, on June 
24, 2013. 

•	 Aaron (00) and Becky 
Sikkema were blessed 
with a baby girl, Emily 
Joy, on December 3, 
2013. 

•	 Ben (02) and Kay 
Sikkema had a baby 
boy, Kase Russell, on 
June 6, 2014. 

•	 Joy (Van Daalen, 00) and 
Dave Van Hemert were 
blessed with a baby 
girl, Ally Makayla, on 
December 10, 2013. 

•	 Shelly (Visser, 05) and 
Paul Vaccher had their 
first child, Cassidy Jean, 
on September 20, 2014.

•	 Brad (03) and Marissa 
(Straatsma, 03) Rupke 
had a baby girl, Evelyn 
Audrey Astrid, on 
October 9, 2014.

• Milestones 
•	 Becky (Rebecca) Wright 

(10) graduated with 
a Bachelor of Applied 
Arts–Film and Media 
Production from 
Humber College in  
June 2014.

• Save the Day
Class of ‘89 and Class of ‘90  
– JOINT reunion for TWO 
classes. Saturday May 23, 
2015 here at TDChristian. 
Time to be determined.

Class of ‘95 
– Reunion for Class of ‘95. 
Saturday May 30, 2015 
here at TDChristian. Watch 
for invitation e-vite.

Upcoming Events
2015 

TDChristian Intramural  
 Hockey Tournament
 February 13  

March Break
 March 13-23    

Semester 2 Service Trip
  (for Grade 11 English students)

 April 7-10  

Grandparents/ 
 Grandfriends Day
 April 30  

Double OFSAA Medallists: Mark Groot, Zach 
Albert, Nathan Banks, Joel VanOfwegen and 
Scott Vahrmeyer.

UOIT’s Dr. Mike Ecklund presents  
TDChristian students with their award.

CINDERELLA 
SWEEPS THE STAGE
In December, more than 2000 
patrons of all ages took in 
TDChristian’s enchanting main 
stage production of Rodgers and 
Hammerstein’s “Cinderella”.  
The production was the major 
project from our Show Period 
class. The orchestra was 
comprised of our Senior  
Music class students. 

Cinderella (Lorissa 
VanGurp) meets her 
Prince Charming 
(Aldo Canini).

The cast of Cinderella

Grade 10 student 
Mathew Lancaster 
presents on how 
much sugar is in  
your favourite  
drinks.

Events Coming  
in June

Graduation 
 June 24, 7 pm  
Graduation is at a new location 
this year. Join us at the Light 
Korean Presbyterian Church  
at 6965 Professional Court in 
Mississauga (Off Derry Road,  
just east of Airport Road) 

“Star Trek” Returns
 June 26-27                     
Join us for the TDChristian 
Alumni Drama Production—
two more “Star Trek” episodes 
come to life! Watch for further 
details. 

HOCKEY: CANADA 
vs. USA, PART III
In January, TDChristian’s 
hockey team played the 
Cuyahoga Valley Christian 
Academy Royals from Ohio 
for the third time. The game 
started as quite an uneven 
affair, with the Falcons 
pumping in 12 goals in the 
first two periods. Before the 
third period commenced, the 
teams completed a 10-player 
trade in an effort to balance 
the teams. The rest of the 
game was evenly matched; 
those wearing the TDChristian 
jerseys won 5-4.

Grade 10’s Brett McFarlane fights for the puck. 




