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Nota Bene    - W. Groot, P. Schuurman

Every Monday, staff meets for a time of sharing and prayer, as well as highlighting any significant items for the week. It is a 
practice that I know dates back to, at least, 1974 when I was a Grade 9 student. Such practices encourage us to learn for 
service in the light of God’s word.

Here are excerpts from what Mrs. Schuurman shared this past Monday to encourage us and, now, you at the start of 2018:

Praise the Lord! I will thank the Lord with all my heart as I meet with his godly people. (Psalm 111:1) It is the beginning 
of the new year, and here we are on the brink of 2018. Happy New Year to each of you, and deep blessings for what the 
next 365 days may bring. It’s pretty awesome to gather here together in freedom, in a heated building, among Christian 
folks who not only love God, but are here at TDChristian with a purpose to further the vision of Christian education in some 
capacity. I am thankful that we are here together.

How amazing are the deeds of the Lord! All who delight in him should ponder them. Everything he does reveals his glory 
and majesty. His righteousness never fails. (Psalm 111:2,3) This past fall, I have had the role of visiting elementary Chris-
tian schools and talking with grade 7&8 students about TDChristian. On one of my trips, a principal asked why they should 
send their Grade 7&8 students to TDChristian for the day. What sets us apart from other schools? In my mind, I think it 
comes down to curriculum, culture and community. But it takes work to articulate and unpack. I had to give a response in 
90 seconds or less --- go!

In forming a response to this question, it caused me to ponder, as Psalm 111 instructs us to do.

Here’s what I’ve been thinking about… We are continuing a narrative that teaches, reminds, and puts into practice the im-
portance of living wisely in a world where we explore, care for and contribute thankfully, responsibly and lovingly to Crea-
tion. “How amazing are the deeds of the Lord.”

Moreover, together as a community, we continue to grow in our relationship with God as our Father who created this world, 
Christ who has redeemed the world despite the brokenness that we see and experience, and the Spirit who walks along-
side us to comfort and to guide.

It’s recognizing that we are all part of something bigger, something we call TDChristian. Even bigger yet, it’s a deep Chris-
tian high school experience of learning in the effort of building His kingdom for His glory and not our own.

When I have the opportunity to talk about TDChristian to families about who we are, what we aim to do and how we go 
about it, I am so proud and thankful for the work that you do and the place that we collectively try to build every day, week 
and year, only by His grace. Whether it is the arts or math, science or shop, PE or French, E-block or internship, 
everything that happens inside and outside this building, from 54 years ago to another 54 years in the future, we 
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learn and value our Christian faith as it meshes with the skills and talents that we believe every student embodies 
and nurtures here at TDChristian. And while we are far from perfect and have all kinds of pitfalls and shortcom-
ings, I believe that this is a place of Grace where we profoundly desire good and rich and beautiful things for our 
students, for the ones that God has put in our care and in our way with purpose and meaning. 

He causes us to remember his wonderful works. How gracious and merciful is our Lord! (Psalm 111:4)

As we begin a new year, I pray that I do not forget to look back and testify how gracious is our Lord. While I 
know this is a good place and we have good jobs among good people, there are times of fear and anxiety
in all the work, events, ambitions, goals, and relationships that I am not so willing to surrender and/or undertake. 
It seems overwhelming at times. But I also hope that I do not fail to remember his wonderful works, and that my 
sense of control and peace are not from within but in him instead.

I pray for good things for each of you, for this school, for the families who are part of this community and for the 
immense and diverse world we live in.

Praise & Petition        - E. Dengerink/M. Laswick

Pray for all our students as they prepare for and work on their summative evaluations for courses.   
Spencer King was seriously injured during basketball. He is currently in a extensive cast and immobile. Please 
pray for healing, patience and relief from pain. The road to recovery will be a long one.

Jonathan and Rebecca Petch lost their grandmother on Monday evening. They both had a very close relationship 
with her and will miss her greatly. Pray for God’s nearness, strength and guidance at this diffiuclt time.

Pray for families who are considering high schools for their children. For many, it is a difficult decision as there are 
many factors to consider.

Please pray for the Project 20/20 Campaign and Building Committees as they continue to meet regularly. The 
Campaign is almost at $1 milllion. Building plans were submitted to the City of Vaughan on December 19. Site 
Plan Approval has gone to second reading. All the remains is work with zoning and traffic. 

Presentations Morning (Jan. 11) and Afternoon (Jan. 16) were great events! Thanks to the parents and guardians 
who provided stellar feedback. Many students shared their learning through strong and compelling presentations. 

Admissions 2018-19 Early Bird Deadline!
If you, or someone you know, would like to enroll a new student into the TDChristian community next year, then 
you need to remember the early registration deadline is February 1, 2018. Registering by this date saves families 
money on the administrative fee. Reminder: current families recommending new non-feeder school families to 
TDChristian can earn 10 volunteer hours if these new families enrol at TDChristian. Contact Mrs. Schuurman 
(schuurman@tdchristian.ca) for details.  

We assume students who are attending TDChristian will return next year (unless informed otherwise by parents 
or guardians, or they are graduating) so no action is required to re-register for next year. If this is not the case for 
your family, please contact Mr. Groot (groot@tdchristian.ca), Mrs. Schuurman (schuurman@tdchristian.ca), or 
Mrs. Cate (cate@tdchristian.ca). We desire to work with families to make Christian high school education possible.

Semester Two Course Changes and 2018-19 Course Selections
Students wishing to make course changes for next semester should have their parents or guardians email 
schedules@tdchristian.ca. The earlier you request changes the more likely you are to be able to make the 
changes you need. Course Selections for next year begin in early February and conclude before March Break. 
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Guidance      - E. Dengerink

Final Summative Preparation
Do final summatives cause you stress? Do you have difficulty feeling calm and focussed while writing your 
exams? Would you like to learn techniques that will help you relax and reduce your stress levels? Come to an 
informational and practical session during lunch on Thursday, January 18 in Room 27.

University and Community College
• University and College Tours: the time between semesters is a good time for university and college tours! 

Sign-up with the school of your choice and check it out. 
• Grade 12 students interested in visiting University of Waterloo or Wilfrid Laurier University on Friday, January 

26 for campus and faculty tours should sign-up with Mrs. Dengerink. Arrangements for transportation and the 
tours will be organized for you. Let her know via Edsby asap if you’re interested in going.

• University Applications are due today, January 17 by midnight. Check your e-mail regularly for information from 
each university you applied to. There may be supplementary applications that you need to fill out. Do them 
well and on time; if you miss the deadline you will not be given an offer of admission to the program.

• Community College Applicants: The application deadline is fast approaching!  You must apply by February 1 
for equal consideration. 

• Students applying outside of Ontario or to Christian Universities or Colleges will be filling out separate 
applications. Please notify your guidance counsellor if you are applying to a private university or Bible college, 
or if you are applying out of the province of Ontario.

• Students applying to post-secondary programs that need a portfolio: please check the websites carefully for 
portfolio deadlines so you are not taken by surprise.

Scholarships and Bursaries
• For scholarship information, check Yconic.ca
• Some deadlines to keep in mind:  If you are planning to apply for the Faculty of Mathematics Olympiad, 

National and Global Scholarships at the University of Waterloo you must submit an application form by 
February 5, 2018. Check math.uwaterloo.ca/scholarships for further information.

• The University of Guelph National Scholarship Deadline is January 25, 2018

Summer Options!  
Explore! Live the Canadian experience! If you are in Grade 11 or 12, consider taking EXPLORE. This five-week 
intensive immersion program is adapted to all skill levels. It is an opportunity to travel, learn and practise your 
French while discovering a new culture. The $2,200 bursary (available to all applicants) pays for most of the cost. 
You could also apply to Languages at Work, which provides opportunities to work in your host community following 
the Explore program. Check www.myexplore.ca and www.languagesatwork.ca/en

Thinking of going abroad this summer and earning a course credit at the same time? Check out Blyth Academy 
International Summer Programs at BlythSummers.ca. or Mei International Academy at www.meiacademy.com. 

The Study and Go Abroad Fair is Canada’s largest international and student travel expo. It offers students a 
unique opportunity to learn about undergraduate and postgraduate degrees and certificate and diploma programs 
abroad. Check it out at www.studyandgoabroad.com or attend the fair at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre on 
March 4, 2018.

Music Notes - K. Hayward

Band, choir, jazz band and Ascension are currently on break as students prepare for exams, Presentations of 
Learning and other end of semester assignments. All groups will resume next semester.

Our first band rehearsal will occur on Tuesday, February 6. Choir will begin on Thursday, February 1.
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Save the Date: Pastors’ Breakfast: Tuesday, February 27 at 8:30 a.m.
On Tuesday, February 28 at 8:30 am TDChristian is inviting pastors, youth leaders and church staff for breakfast, 
to learn about TDChristian, and to begin a conversation about how we might be able to support students in the 
formation of their faith. If, as a ministry leader, you are interested in attending or learning more (or if you know of a 
pastor who might like to attend), email Patty Schuurman at schuurman@tdchristian.ca. 

Volunteer Opportunities
1) The School Store is looking for someone to help as a cashier during lunch time on Mondays for approximately 40 
minutes. Volunteer time is also available in filling the vending machines on either Mondays or Fridays on a weekly 
basis. For more info please e-mail Elaine at roorda@tdchristian.ca.

2) On February 2 & 3 (Friday and Saturday) TDChristian is hosting the OCSSAA Girls Volleyball championship. 
There are 18 Christian high schools from across the province which participate in this annual event. This year 
Brampton Christian is helping host the tournament by providing a venue. As half the games will be at TDChristian, 
we need volunteers to be scorekeepers and lines people (lunch is provided) for the games here at school. If you’re 
interested in helping volunteer for the event, email athletics@tdchristian.ca or talk to Mr. Heinbuch. Students can 
earn volunteer hours for Saturday (and Friday from 3-5pm), while parents can get volunteer hours for either day.

3) Attend tomorrow night’s Celebrations of Learning and Winter Open House from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Give 
students your feedback. See how we are doing and help us improve. At the same time, if you desire, connect with 
others or bring prospective families to the event. Current families can earn 2.5 volunteer hours for attending. Email 
marg@tdchristian.ca to let us know that you are attending.

Athletics           - C. Hoving

Winter sports have resumed following Christmas with another break just ahead with Final Evaluations week..

The Junior Girls Tier 1 Volleyball team remains winless in league play. It continues with games today after school 
and finishes the regular season following next week’s break.

The Senior Girls Volleyball team remains undefeated in league play at 10-0 and atop the standings. It finishes its 
regular season tomorrow at Langstaff. The team begins second semester with the OCSSAA Championships which 
is being hosted by TDChristian. League playoffs follow in February.

The Junior Boys Basketball team wraps up league play tomorrow night with a home game against Woodbridge 
College. The boys will then begin playoffs following final evaluations.

The Senior Boys Basketball team finished league play at 8-0 and first in its division. Following the break, the team 
will compete at OCSSAA on Feb. 2 and 3 (hosted by Reheboth Christian) and then go into YRAA playoffs.

Applications for the school hockey team are due on Friday. Students should check the Edsby group “2018 Hockey 
Team” for more details. The team will be playing in the annual hockey tournament in Hamilton on February 13.

On February 2 & 3, TDChristian is hosting the OCSSAA Girls Volleyball Championships. Eighteen Christian 
high schools from across the province will participate in this annual event. Brampton Christian will be the other 
tournament venue. There are volunteer opportunites for the games at TDChristian (lunch provided). See Volunteer 
Opportunities section above for details.

Art Classes for Semester Two, Please Note
Students in Grade 9, 10, 11 and 12 who will be taking Art next semester need a sketchbook and good drawing 
pencils for the course. For more information, contact Mrs. Tenyenhuis (tenyenhuis@tdchristian.ca).
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Grade 9 Shop Students - Marionettes Need to Be Done
As noted in Edsby, in order to pass Grade 9 Wood Shop, students must make all the pieces for their marionette 
and assemble it. This must be done by Friday, January 19 at 3 p.m. unless other arrangements are made with Mr. 
Huyer well in advance of Friday. Students will earn a better grade by how well the marionette is finished (i.e. in a 
woodworking sense).

Students may arrange to stay at lunch on Tues., Wed., Thurs. and Fri, as well as after school on Tues., Wed. and 
Thurs. If needed, students may sign out tools to complete the project at home.

If you have further questions, please contact Mr. Huyer with an Edsby message.

Grade 11 Mentorship
The assignments for the first semester of Mentorship have now wrapped up with students handing in their Get-to-
Know Your Mentor Assignment last week Wednesday. The next big dates to keep an eye on are the days between 
the semesters when many of the Grade 11s will complete their Mentorship placement. 

While they are on their Mentorship placement, students should record their experiences in a journal. They should 
also take pictures of their experiences, where possible. The Mentorship program will culminate in a presentation 
on the week of February 16. This is important work, as it counts for 5% of the final grade in all second semester 
Grade 11 courses. All assignments are available in the students’ first period Edsby class as well as on the Splash 
Page under Mentorship 2017-18. If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Van Eerden at vaneerden@
tdchristian.ca.

Remember for Grade 11s, Friday, February 2 is the first official day of semester two and students should plan on 
being at school for that day. 

European Business Trip, DR & Belize March Break Service Trips
All parents/guardians of students travelling during the March Break to Europe, the Dominican Republic, or Belize 
should attend the meeting on Thursday, February 8 at 7:00 pm at TDChristian. Meet parents, fellow students and 
trip chaperones, ask questions, and fill out mandatory documentation. 
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Final Evaluations Schedule for January 2018
All students:
Friday, January 19 – Last regular school day for first semester.
Monday, January 22 – Study Day – students may not come to school. No buses.
Wednesday, January 24 – Study Day – only students with permission may come to school. No buses.

Grade 9
Tuesday, January 23
9:40 a.m. Period 1 Classes: Geography, French, or Science

12:45 p.m. Period 2 Class: This semester’s Drama students will perform for next semester’s classes while this 
semester’s PULSE students video the performance. Attendance is compulsory for all Grade 9 students as this 
time slot is a springboard for next semester’s Drama and Grade 9 PULSE students. (For more details, contact Mr. 
Peters at peters@tdchristian.ca or Mr. Buwalda at buwalda@tdchristian.ca.) 

Thursday, January 25
9:40 a.m. Period 3 Class: Math or Phys. Ed.

12:45 p.m. Period 4 Classes: French, English, English/Learning Strategies, or ESL

Grades 10 to 12
Tuesday, January 23 
9:40 a.m. Period 1 Classes (Note: some Grade 12 final evaluations may begin at 8:55 a.m.)

12:45 p.m. Period 2 Classes (Note: some Grade 12 final evaluations may begin at 12:15 p.m.)

Thursday, January 25
9:40 a.m. Period 3 Classes (Note: some Grade 12 final evaluations may begin at 8:55 a.m.)

12:45 p.m. Period 4 Classes (Note: some Grade 12 final evaluations may begin at 12:15 p.m.)

Notes for ALL students:
1. Students must remain in the class for the entire time.
2. All courses have final evaluations. Courses that do not have scheduled time during the final evaluation days 

will complete final evaluations during or as part of regularly scheduled classes.
3. Students must pay all monies owed the school including library, textbook and athletic fines before writing final 

evaluations.
4. If school is cancelled for any reason, final evaluations will be moved to the next available week day.
5. Students who have a spare or supervised spare are expected to work quietly in the library or other empty 

supervised room unless they come in later or leave early.
6. The assumption is that all students will attend their scheduled final evaluations at the stated times. Exceptions 

for educational reasons must be requested through the Resource Department and have administrative 
approval. All other exceptions must be approved by Mr. Groot. Please contact him in person or e-mail groot@
tdchristian.ca.

7. Friday, January 26, Monday, January 29, and Tuesday, January 30 are “turn around days” between semesters. 
There is no school on these days. Second semester begins on Wednesday, January 31 for all students in 
grades 9, 10 and 12. Students in grade 11 are completing their mentorship placements and begin classes on 
Friday, February 2. 


