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Nota Bene             - W. Groot

People who are interested in sending their children to TDChristian often ask, “How many of your students get into 
university?” It is a sensible question. However, by answering it with a number or percentage of students, we do a 
disservice to our aim to be a great place of learning for all students – for every child of each of our families. If we would 
only highlight or count our most academic students – the grads who go on to earn Masters or Doctorate Degrees – 
people would miss the success stories of those who run their own businesses, are involved in the trades, raise children 
full-time, or are employed in service or retail industries.

Learning at TDChristian is for today, with an eye to tomorrow. Love of learning is fostered by piquing each of our 
students’ interests and taking into account all of their gifts. We create room and ways for students to have voice and 
choice in their learning so that it produces determination, allows for healthy risk-taking, and brings about a rigorous 
depth of understanding for wherever they go after high school. We want our students to develop grit, perseverance, and 
a strong work ethic. In short we work diligently to help our students blaze their own paths as they learn for service in the 
light of God’s word.

Sharing Good News
Teacher David Robinson spearheaded an application to The Saint John’s Legacy Foundation which has the tag line, 
“Investing in people who positively impact the world in their own community”. They have generously donated $10,000 to 
help fund outdoor education initiatives such as our annual Grade 12 Earth and Space Science trip to Algonquin. This will 
allow us to continue to improve and support that course, the trip and the learning that takes place through it.

Richard Peters has been nominated by the school for the inaugural Rozema Award for Excellence in the Teaching of 
Creative and Performing Arts.  Last year, David Robinson won the Rozema Award for Excellence in Secondary Teaching 
while teachers, John Terpstra and Sean VanEerden were shortlisted for the Rozema Award for Group Excellence (for 
details on the work of our teachers and others in Christian schools, see www.cardus.ca/assets/data/files/2016_Rozema_
Award_Shortlist.pdf)

Careers and Course Selections Night Tomorrow at 7 pm
Course selections, college, university, apprenticeship, scholarships... the journey towards post-secondary education 
includes many decisions and lots of questions about what’s the next step. Come to our annual Careers and Course 
Selections Night (especially for Grade 10 families) on Thursday, February 23 starting at 7 p.m. Learn how you, as 
parents, guardians or homestays can supplement what your children are learning in their careers course and support 
their search for post-secondary options. Students are encouraged to attend as well as the course selections sheet is due 
in the school office on Thursday, March 2 by 9 a.m. Families who attend the evening can earn 2.5 volunteer hours. 
Homestay Meeting
There is a mandatory home stay meeting tomorrow 7 pm (the same night)
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Admissions                      - M. Heinbuch 
Do you know anyone who would benefit from being enfolded, engaged and empowered? Know anyone who is 
looking for solid, Christ-centred education for their children as they enter a pivotal stage of their lives? Tell them 
about TDChristian, where their children can learn for service in the light of God’s word.

Course Selections for 2017-18
The course selection process for the 2017/18 school year has begun!

All students have received Course Selection forms and instructions. Families/students should visit www.
electoronicinfo.ca or www.ontariocolleges.ca to verify what prerequisites students need for post-secondary 
programs to help ensure they pick the right courses for Grade 11 and 12. 

If you were absent the day your class met or missed getting a sheet (or lost yours), download it from the Splash 
page, under Course Info - be sure to pick the 2017/18 versions. Course descriptions can be found there as well.

Course selection sheets are due on the following dates:
Grade 12 Course Selection sheets (for current Grade 11 students) - Wednesday, March 1 by 9:00 a.m.
Grade 11 Course Selection sheets (for current Grade 10 students) - Thursday, March 2 by 9:00 a.m.
Grade 10 Course Selection sheets (for current Grade 9 sstudents) - Tuesday, February 28 by 9:00 a.m.

Pastors’ Breakfast: Tuesday, February 28 at 8:30 a.m.
Postcard invitations went home last week regarding the Pastors Breakfast. On Tuesday, February 28 at 8:30 am we 
have invited pastors, youth leaders and church staff to come for breakfast, to learn about TDChristian and to begin 
a conversation about how we might be able to support students in the formation of their faith. If, as a ministry leader, 
you are interested in attending or finding out more, please email Patty Schuurman at schuurman@tdchristian.ca. 
Alternatively, if you know of a pastor who should or might attend, please email Patty as well.

Transportation           - M. Heinbuch

Our current call chain system relies heavily on everyone being home in order to work effectively. On snow days 
this usually works (though sometimes people have left for band, hockey or morning practice before they receive 
the call). However, in the case of bus delays people are often at, or on their way to work. At those times the call 
chain can break down and we send Edsby messages instead.

To improve such communications, TDChristian is moving to an automated call system this spring. It will more 
effectively and efficiently deliver messages regarding bus cancellations and delays. Each household will have 
two phone numbers for which to receive either a text or voice message. For example; you can choose the home 
phone and the student’s cell phone OR a parent’s cell and a student’s cell. Each family will need to decide 
which numbers they want called so that members can communicate with each other when notifications are sent 
(especially when there are 2 or 3 kids from one house).

Each number can have one of the following delivered to it:
• Automated voice message (system will leave voice message if call goes to voicemail or call answer service)
• Automated text message

The goal is to have the system up and running (before March Break). Over the next several days you will receive 
a phone call from someone on your bus route (the bus rep or a lead caller) to confirm which numbers you would 
like to have contacted (maximum two per household) and which type of message (text or voice) you would like 
delivered to each number.

If you have any questions, please call or email Mr. Heinbuch.
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Praise & Petition                  - A. Vanderkooy/M. Laswick

• Jeff Bouwers, father to Paige, Cameron and Lauren, has been diagnosed with cancer and will continue to 
undergo tests in order to find the best treatment moving forward.

• Jared Fernandes’ dad, Lioinel, has been in and out of the hospital.
• Chris Warren’s Oma, Julianna Baker, (Julie Beishuizen’s mom) passed away suddenly on Sunday at the age of 

92. She will be missed.
• Pengxu Du and Chais Button both welcomed new sisters to their families this week. We praise God for the safe 

arrival of Penyue and Sadie.
• A group of 17 students and 5 chaperones leave for the Dominican Republic with Rachael Weening on Saturday 

and will be gone for two months. In addition to the usual adjustments that such a trip brings with it, there has 
been a change in leadership in the program there. Pray for a rich and safe time for all involved. Pray in particular 
for Rachael as she provides leadership and support in so many different ways.

Music Notes                                                                                  - K. Hayward

The choir is looking forward to the upcoming dates:
• April 28 – The City Youth Gospel Project at York University
• May 5 – The Ontario Christian High School Choral Festival in Hamilton
Only a limited number of choir students will be able to attend each event, so students are encouraged to sign up as 
soon as possible. More details will be forthcoming.

Band parents and transportation providers are reminded that there will be no concert band rehearsals on the 
following dates: March 21 and April 18.

If you have any questions about music at TDChristian, please send an e-mail message to Mr. Hayward (hayward@
tdchristian.ca).

Talent Night at TDChristian     - M. Bauer

Come out to the TDChristian Talent Show on March 2! It will be an evening filled with lots of smiles, laughs, and 
talent. Doors open at 6 pm and the show will begin at 6:30pm. Tickets costs are $6.00 early bird, $8.00 at the door, 
and $3.00 for performers. Your ticket will include two slices of pizza, a pop or water, and a lot of talent! Additional 
food may be purchased during the show. Ticket sales are starting today at lunch and will be sold each lunch hour 
until March 2. Don’t miss this event. It never fails to surprise and inspire!
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Free Will Planning Clinic – March 2 at 7 p.m. at TDChristian
Remember that New Year’s Resolution? Not the one about getting more physically fit, the resolution about doing 
more to get your affairs in order! We are here to help! At 7p.m. on Thursday, March 2, Toronto District Christian High 
School and The Lighthouse are hosting a Will Clinic sponsored by the Christian School Foundation and Christian 
Stewardship Services (CSS).

The CSS clinic leader will walk us through the basic questions people have about will preparation. Everyone is 
welcome, including friends, relatives and acquaintenances! This helpful information will be of benefit regardless 
of which charities you want to include in your will…and it will feature delicious desserts. E-mail Marg at marg@
tdchristian.ca to confirm your attendance. See you on March 2! TDChristian families who attend the entire session 
can earn 1.5 volunteer hours.

OSSLT
The Province-wide Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test will take place on Thursday, March 31. Most current 
grade 10 students as well as students who were deferred last year and those who need to re-write, will spend the 
morning writing the test. A letter will be sent home this week with details.

Athletics    - C. Hoving

The Junior Girls Tier 2 Volleyball team had a good showing at the Brebeuf tournament and kicked off league 
games last week wining two matches and losing two. The team continues this week with league games, a mini 
tournament at Mentor College and the TDChristian tournament on Friday.

The Senior Girls Volleyball team capped an excellent week by winning its playoff game on Tuesday and 
progressing through the playoff tournament on Thursday. The girls won their semi final game in three sets to 
advance to tonight’s YRAA Championship game!

The Junior Boys Basketball team was eliminated from the YRAA playoffs last week and wrapped up its season at 
Junior OCSSAA (Christian Schools) tournament. The boys were able to pick up their first win of the season and 
had some really competitive games. Thank you to Mr. Sjaarda and Mr. E Vrieling for coaching. Also, thanks to Mr. 
Hoving for coaching at OCSSAA.

The Senior Boys Basketball team was eliminated from the YRAA playoffs last week. The boys will now practice to 
prepare for OFSAA in Windsor from March 6 to 8.

Tryouts continue for Girls Soccer and Junior and Senior Ultimate teams. If you have any questions please check 
Edsby for dates and information.

The Senior Hockey team had a great day at the Annual Hamilton Tournament hosted by Hamilton District Christian 
High School and Guido de Bres Christian High School. The team advanced to the final before losing to London 
Christian 2-0. Thank you to alumnus Nick Weening, parent Edwin Van Schepen, Mr. Hoving and Mr. E. Vrieling for 
their work as coaches and organizers.

At the year-end intramural hockey tournament last Friday, the Blue Team emerged as champions. It was a good 
day with many close games (four games ended with a shootout!)

See Alumni and Current Actors in Action at Semester’s End
Mark your calendars - June 23 and 24 is our Alumni and Sketch Class’ Show Drama Extravaganza!!! Are you an 
alumni interested in doing a sketch? Gather some of your old classmates and do an old Monty Python or SCTV 
“bit” of your choice! Submissions are being accepted now. Be a part of the action - this is a weekend you won’t 
want to miss!!! For more info, contact Mr. Peters at peters@tdchristian.ca.
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Guidance           - A. Vanderkooy

POST-SECONDARY APPLICATIONS:
Community College and University Applicants should check their specific university and community college emails, 
mail and websites for information on scholarship deadlines, personal information forms, auditions and mandatory 
information sessions. Missing a deadline may mean missing an opportunity to be accepted to the program of your 
choice. 

SCHOLARSHIP: For scholarship information, check schoolfinder.com and yconic 

McMaster Engineering is offering the HATCH ENTRANCE SCHOLARSHIPS valued at $48,000 each to 
exceptional students entering McMaster’s Engineering 1 Program.  Available to Visa and international students as 
well.  Deadline: April 4, 2017 Check www.eng.mcmaster.ca/future/.

STUDENTS WITH DIAGNOSED LEARNING DISABILITIES: Get in touch with the students services department in 
the community college or university to which you are applying to inform them of your IEP. There are also transition 
programs during the summer to help students get prepared for university and/or community college. Students 
are trained in technology, learn how to set up accommodations with their special needs office and learn how to 
navigate the campus experience. Take advantage of this opportunity to get a positive head start on the school 
year. Check the website of the college or university to which you are applying for further details. 

STUDY AND GO ABROAD FAIRS: Sunday, March 5 12 pm to 5pm at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre. 
Check www.studyandgoabroad.com for details and to pre-register.

SUMMER IDEAS

The Toronto and Region Conservation Authority is once again offering the BOYD ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELD 
SCHOOL in the summer of 2017. This two week interdisciplinary program offers a Grade 12U (IDC4U) credit. 
Days alternate between working in the field and in the classroom. Check www.boydfieldschool.org if you would like 
to know more about this exciting opportunity.

BEACON BIBLE CMAP is looking for a few volunteers to do their Flight program. It would involve a weekend in 
May and one week in the summer. Here is a great way to get in your volunteer hours and have fun at the same 
time. Check their website: beaconbiblecamp.ca for further information.

From the Library     - J. Knibbe

New books in the collection: Come on in to the library and check them out!
• The Skeleton Tree by Iain Lawrence.  “Less than forty-eight hours after twelve-year-old Chris sets off on a 

sailing trip down the Alaskan coast with his uncle, their boat sinks. The only survivors are Chris and a boy 
named Frank, who hates Chris immediately. With no radio, flares or food, they are forced to forage, fish and 
scavenge the shore for supplies. Chris enjoys the company of a curious, friendly raven rather than that of the 
prickly Frank, but the boys have to get along if they want to survive.”

• I Wish I had Known: A Former Student’s Guide to University and College by Blair Livingston. “This book 
is meant for anyone heading off to university or college in the near future, as well as anyone currently in 
university. It is a collection of advice, lessons, and insights from several students and the author.”

Encyclopedia Britannica Online is accessible to all students and parents. Go to the TDChristian Splash page and 
click on “Encyclopedia Britannica”. The user name and password are available by contacting Mrs. Knibbe, our 
librarian at knibbe@tdchristian.ca. Not only are there thousands of articles on thousands of topics available, but 
also pictures and videos. Once you click on an article, a number of options appear in the dock above the article, 
including the ability to print, email, save as a favourite, enlarge for easier reading, or switch to an audio version. 
Be sure to check out this reliable resource.

Please send in any textbooks or library books that display the TDChristian stamp. We are always happy to receive 
books that have been missing, whether for a short period of time or for several years.
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From the Archives          - J. Knibbe
 
Anyone who has photos, slides, movies or videos of past TD events is encouraged to send them our way. We 
would be happy to scan and return them.

If you are in the process of downsizing, and you wonder what to do with your TDChristian yearbooks or other 
TDChristian memorabilia, please bring them or send them in. If you are able to provide our archives with any of 
the following yearbooks, it would be much appreciated: any from before 1971, 1973-74, 1979-80, 1980-81, 1984-
85, and 1989-90.

We are in the process of archiving all kinds of objects from TDChristian’s history, including cookbooks, 
commemorative spoons, mugs, pins and articles of clothing. If you have an item of historical significance to the 
school and wonder if you should donate it, please get in touch with me by emailing knibbe@tdchristian.ca.

Canadian Battlefields Trip March Break 2017
Our trip is just over two weeks away! We are meeting on Thursday at lunch to discuss the final details and 
instructions. Check the EDSBY group for further details.

Eurotrip 2018!
Join us for 10 days next March Break, 2018, as we explore Berlin, Munich, Prague, Austria, and Switzerland! 
Students currently in grade 9, 10 or 11 are invited to come with us to experience the culture, visit a castle, try out 
the food, and climb in The Alps! Parents and guardians are also welcome. Find out about the trip by clicking the 
link on our Splash Page or by contacting Tour Leader Meg Cate at cate@tdchristian.ca.

Click the link on the Splash Page for more info.


