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“In our 57th year of Christian Education”

Innovating while

 Educating 
Project 20/20 GETS REAL  
…and moves dramatically forward  

Project 20/20 feels more real than  
ever before. When finished this winter, 
it will add approximately 20% more 
space to the school (similar to the  
20% increase due to Project 2010). 
Read about how TDChristian High 
School continues to innovate as we 
educate! Follow construction through 
our time-lapse cameras at tdchristian.
ca/project2020. Better yet, come  
and see it for yourself.

Where we’ve been, where we’re going:

•	As condo developments creep closer to the school, 
TDChristian approaches the City of Vaughan around 
2005 about purchasing the adjacent fire hall, as  
the station is to be moved. 

•	The sale is approved on June 28, 2012 on the  
condition that the school builds a theatre space  
the city can use on a specific number of occasions 
per year.

•	 In 2015, a decision is made to connect a theatre/
presentation space directly to the existing building, 
leaving the fire hall to be torn down or used for 
other purposes.

•	The Project 20/20 campaign officially kicks off in 
2016. It is the sixth major building campaign since 
construction of the original school building in 1965. 

•	 In late June 2017, the firefighters move out. In the 
summer, a donor donates funds to the campaign 
to purchase a Kipling Avenue house on a lot that 
backs onto the school.

•	Early in 2018, due to rapidly rising construction 
costs, the board decides to begin building sooner 
rather than later. Grading, driveway realignment, 
parking lot improvements, the enlarged office,  
and landscaping are completed in the summer.

•	Later in 2018, a plan for a new Learning Commons 
is added as part of Project 20/20.

•	 In Spring 2019, the main building phase begins.  
The substantial completion date is likely February 
2020.

•	At the end of August 2019, $2.4 million has been 
donated or pledged. We are thankful for our  
faithful and generous community.

continued on page 2, see
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Project 20/20 wall assembly this past August



•	a	spacious	and	welcoming	main		
entrance	with	impressive	street		
presence

•	an	intimate	presentation	centre/	
theatre	to	accommodate	learning		
opportunities	in	the	school	and		
allow	for	more	community	events		
and	new	rental	income

•	a	new	classroom/backstage	area	
along	with	additional	first-floor	
washrooms

•	a	new,	flexible,	double-sized		
classroom	on	the	second	floor

•	a	large,	open	Learning	Commons		
that	celebrates	and	facilitates		
learning,	from	collaborative		
configurations	to	quiet,	individual	
spaces	overseen	by	our	Resource		
department

•	a	basement	area	for	storage	and		
facility	maintenance

Major Highlights

INTRODUCING 
the Project 20/20 Treeometer:

As	you	can	see	from	our	“Treeometer”,	Project	20/20	
has	already	brought	in	approximately	$2.4	million.	
But	we	still	need	more	to	pay	off	the	building	loan	
and	finish	the	project.	Any	donation	you	can	make		
is	truly	appreciated.	Here’s	how:

1) Print off a pledge form from our website at 
 tdchristian.ca/project2020 or send an email to 
 fernhout@tdchristian.ca to have a form sent to you.

2) Make an online donation on our website at  
tdchristian.ca.

3) Send a cheque directly to the school office.  
Label it Project 20/20.

4) Make an appointment to connect with someone 
from the school through our Campaign Fundraising 
Manager, Leanne Fernhout (Class of ’95), at  
fernhout@tdchristian.ca or 905-851-1772, ext. 223.

 A REAL treeometer—a date palm 10 to 14 feet 
tall—is currently on its way to our school.  

 

Why a TREEometer? 
•	 It	represents	growth	and	new	life.
•	 It	will	look	good	in	one	or	our	bright	spaces	 

(the new front atrium, the Learning Commons,  
or the library atrium).

•	 It’s	way	more	fun	than	a	giant	THERMometer.

Project 20/20
continued from page 1

One	of	the	best	compliments	we	receive	at	TDChristian	comes	to	us	through	visiting	sports	teams.	“Your	
school	just	feels	different,”	they	tell	us.	“It	seems	open	and	friendly.”	We	work	really	hard	to	build	community	
and	we	want	each	and	every	student,	no	matter	who	they	are	or	where	they	come	from,	to	have	a	place	at	
our	school.
	 This	September	we	welcomed	102	Grade	9	students	as	well	as	33	new	students	in	the	other	grades.	 
Twenty-two	of	them	come	from	outside	Canada,	bringing	the	number	of	our	international	students	to	52.
	 How	do	we	work	at	building	community	when	over	25%	of	our	students	are	new	to	the	school?	 
Here	are	ten	intentional	ways	we	enfold	students:

1.	 Grade	9	students	start	their	TDChristian	experience	with	an	orientation	week	that	includes	an	overnight 
service trip	to	Toronto.	It	gives	them	a	chance	to	bond	with	their	new	classmates	and	also	helps	them	
understand	and	practise	the	school’s	vision	of	“learning	for	service	in	the	light	of	God’s	word”.

2.	 Students are placed in cross-grade homerooms.	This	allows	them	to	be	with	students	in	other	grades	as	
well	as	those	not	in	their	classes.	Homeroom	competitions	and	spirit	days	also	create	opportunities	for	fun.

3.	 Teachers	meet	weekly	to	discuss	students	in	one	of	the	four	grades.	In	addition	to	celebrating	positive	situations,	
they share academic and learning concerns as well as social concerns and other factors that might help or 
hinder learning. Someone follows up to help students who need support. Our psychotherapist, Marianne 
Deeks,	is	also	available	one	day	a	week	to	meet	with	students	who	need	personal	counselling.

4.	 Our	Resource	program	and	Tuesday	drop-in	Homework	Club	are	two	ways	we	assist our students  
academically.	Our	Guidance	department	helps	students	with	their	present	and	future	plans.	We	have	 
also been blessed by members of the Vaughan Chinese Community Church who tutor and connect with  
our Chinese international students.

5.	 The	school	supports	a	variety	of	clubs,	teams,	extra-curricular	activities,	and	service	or	leadership	opportu-
nities that tap in to a wide variety of interests and gifts. Sometimes when we don’t have a club or activity 
that a student wants to join, we work with students to help them start one.

6.	 Every week, we come together for a schoolwide assembly. After devotions, students share their talents, 
including	singing,	drama,	speaking,	and	presenting.	We	sometimes	have	a	guest	speaker	or	play	a	game.	
About eight times a year, we watch our school’s television show, The Pulse, made for, by, and about  
TDChristian’s	students	and	staff.	Whenever	we	can,	we	celebrate	what’s	going	on	at	the	school.

7.	 For a school of around 400 students, we offer a surprising number of course choices, as well as unique 
programs	designed	by	our	own	staff	to	reflect	TDChristian’s	educational	priorities	and	draw	students	in.	
Our beautiful (and ever-expanding) building and grounds offer plenty of spaces for students to learn  
and explore. 

8.	 Our	teachers	and	staff	know	that	enfolding	students	is	an	important	part	of	our	work:	enfolded	students	
engage in their learning. From friendly conversations at lunch to playing alongside students in the school’s 
hockey league, to coaching teams and organizing extra-curricular trips, our staff members find ways to get 
to know our students.	We	celebrate	our	students’	achievements	and	show	empathy	when	times	are	tough.

9.	 We	want	the	school	to	be	for	every	child	in	a	family.	For	the	academic	student,	we	have	challenging	
courses.	Not	academic?	No	problem;	they’ll	thrive	here	as	well.	Our	students	can	also	be	musical,	dramatic,	
technological,	athletic,	creative,	or	innovative;	sometimes,	they’re	all	of	the	above.

10.	 Finally, we are blessed	to	be	a	Christian	high	school.	We	can	freely	pray	together	and	acknowledge	that	
God	has	made	each	of	us	unique;	he’s	brought	us	all	to	this	place.	We	can	openly	teach	about	Jesus	and	
how we should live and learn together with grace, forgiveness, humility, and love.

 Do we always get it right? Sadly, no. Being a teenager wasn’t easy in 1969 or in 1999. It may be even harder 
in 2019. Be assured, though, that as a staff we strive to get to know each and every student, to unlock his or 
her potential, and to enfold her or him into the TDChristian community.

Twelve	Things	We	Humbly	Ask	You	 
to	Pray	For:
•	 THANK	God	for	his	faithfulness	to	TDChristian	for	over	56	years!

•	 PRAY for worker safety as Project 20/20 construction continues, and for the new doors to open for the  
start of the second semester.

•	 PRAY for our Project 20/20 fundraising efforts as we connect with you and other donors.

•	 PRAY	for	our	three	new	staff	members	(Joel	Dykxhoorn,	Leanne	Fernhout,	and	Luke	Sawczak)	as	they	 
connect with students, peers, and community members.

•	 PRAY	for	our	52	international	students	from	China,	Nigeria,	Korea,	Indonesia,	and	Egypt.	Pray	that	they	 
find	their	place	at	TDChristian.

•	 PRAY	for	the	Class	of	2019	as	they	continue	to	learn	for	service	in	the	light	of	God’s	word,	wherever	they	 
are this year.  

•	 PRAY	for	our	bus	drivers	who	deliver	and	return	over	380	students	from	far	and	wide	every	day!

•	 PRAY	for	strength	and	courage,	wisdom	and	humility	for	our	TDChristian	Leadership	Team	and	Board.

•	 PRAY	for	the	families	who	send	their	children	to	TDChristian;	it’s	a	big	commitment.

•	 Pray	for	the	Woodbridge	community	of	which	TDChristian	is	a	part,	that	we	may	continue	to	shine	God’s	
light	in	it	and	throughout	the	GTA.

•	 PRAY	for	wisdom	as	we	continue	to	pursue	the	thrift	store	option	for	325	Woodbridge	(the	former	fire	 
hall, currently being used for construction storage).

•	 THANK	God	for	our	TDChristian	community:	supporters,	parents,	students,	staff,	grandparents,	alumni,	 
and friends. 

Project 20/20 

BE A PART
OF IT NOW!

TDChristian: Where Students Belong
By Tim Buwalda, Communications Coordinator

”““Your school 
just feels  
different.”



@tdchristian
Editor: Tim Buwalda

Email: 
Buwalda@TDChristian.ca

For further information on 
TDChristian, please contact  
the school.

TDChristian
377 Woodbridge Avenue

Woodbridge, Ontario L4L 2V7

Tel: 1 855.663.6632
905 851.1772

Fax: 905 851.1992

www.TDChristian.ca

Email:
info@TDChristian.ca

To reach the TDChristian Board 
board_secretary 
@TDChristian.ca
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Attention Alumni!
Please keep us posted 
regarding reunions, 
marriages, births, career 
moves, and any other 
important milestones. Simply 
email alumni@tdchristian.ca. 

• Marriages
•	 Jenna Bloemendal	(03)		
	 &	Ed	Jacinto	married	on		
	 April	5,	2019

•	 Lindsay Vanderkooy	(07)		
	 &	Scott	Simon	married		
	 on	April	27,	2019

•	 Lauren Weening	(14)		
	 and	Mark	Kalsbeek		
	 married	on	June	15,	2019

•	 Troy Whalen	(10)	and		
	 Brontë Ratcliffe	(10)		
	 married	on	August	3,		
	 2019

MEET THE LEADERSHIP TEAM
Every	day	at	TDChristian	is	a	whirlwind	of	activity!	We	are	pleased	
to	welcome	Mr.	Joel	Dykxhoorn	(’04)	and	Mr.	Colin	Hoving	(’11)	to	
the	Leadership	Team.	The	new	structure	allows	us	to	spread	out	
tasks	while	providing	new	leadership	opportunities.	Mr.	Heinbuch	
and	Mr.	Dykxhoorn	are	also	teaching	classes,	while	Ms.	Schuurman	
is	now	part-time,	having	taken	on	a	Youth	Ministry	Director		
position.

Adaptation by Joseph Robinette
Based on the novel by E.B. White

TDChristian’s Show Period presents...

Thursday and Friday, Nov. 28 & 29, 7 pm
Dinner Theatre & Silent Auction
                        Show: Saturday, Nov. 30, 6 pm

A  S H OW  F O R  T H E
E N T I R E  FA M I LY.

SAVE THE DATE:

• Births
•	 Rik Jansen	(03)	&	

Michelle Van Tol	(06)	
welcomed	twin	girls	
Erin	Kay	and	Maya	Jane	
on	June	20,	2019.	Little	
sisters	to	Brooke,	Gavin	
&	Kylah.

•	 James Bloemendal	(01)	
and	Christy	Paterson	
welcomed	Anna	Juniper	
on	July	20,	2019.

•	 Denny	Keenan	&	
Danielle Massaar	(02)	
welcomed	Quinn	
Maribella	on	July	29,	
2019.	Little	sister	to	
Landon	&	Tenley.

•	 Ben Manley	(06)	&	
Rebekah Massaar	(07)	
welcomed	Bowen	
Graham	Manley	on	
August	5,	2019.

•	 Ryan	Theriault	&	
Leanne DeZoeten	(03)	
welcomed	Nolan	Arjen	
on	August	7,	2019

•	 Jenna Burke	(03)	
&	Daniel	Cowans	
welcomed	Isaiah	Oswald	
on	September	22,	2019.	
A	brother	to	Daniel.

Upcoming
Events	
Alumni Volleyball 
Tournament 		
	 Saturday,	November	9	

Grade 7&8 Day at 
TDChristian 
	 Thursday,	November	14

Charlotte’s Web
	 November	28	&	29,	
	 7:00	p.m.
	 November	30,		
	 Dinner	Theatre,	7:00	p.m.

TDChristian Christmas 
Concert
 Thursday,	December	12,	
	 7:00	p.m.

Winter Open House
 Thursday,	January	9,	2020,		
	 6:30	p.m.

Joel Dykxhoorn,	
VP	Discipline/	
Transportation

THREE NEW STAFF MEMBERS
In	addition	to	our	new	VP	Joel	Dykxhoorn,	we	also	welcome	
teacher	Luke	Sawczak	(’09)	and	Project	20/20	Fundraising		
Campaign	Manager	Leanne	Fernhout	(’95).	All	three	are		
TDChristian	alumni	and	all	are	excited	to	be	back	in	high	
school!	Read	more	about	them	in	our	annual	“Passion,		
Wonder,	&	Awe”	edition	of	@TD,	coming	this	spring.

William Groot,	
Principal

Matt Heinbuch,	
VP	Discipline/
Scheduling

Colin Hoving,	
VP	Operations

Patty Schuurman,	
VP	Admissions

Leanne Fernhout Luke Sawczak

IRON MAN
TDChristian’s	Earth	&	Space	Science	teacher	David	Robinson	was	
recently	featured	in	the	University	of	Waterloo’s	Chem13 News	
magazine.	The	article	was	on	the	smelter	he	built	and	operated	
on	a	school	field	to	convert	magnetite	into	iron.

ACT FIVE
In	2017,	Redeemer	University	College	partnered	with	TDChristian	
High	School	and	four	other	Ontario	Christian	high	schools	to	
create	Act	Five,	a	Christian	gap	year	program	giving	recent	high	
school	grads	“time	and	space	to	see	how	their	faith	is	connected	
to	life	in	the	world”.		
	 Participants	live	together	in	the	Act	Five	house	in	Hamilton.	
The	program	includes	local	and	international	service	trips,		
outdoor	adventure	trips,	mentorship	opportunities,	and	course	
work	(which	qualifies	for	university	credit).	Robyn	Postma	and		
Rianno	Ho,	two	members	of	the	TDChristian	Class	of	2019,	make	
up	one-sixth	of	the	students	in	the	inaugural	year	of	Act	Five.	
Read	more	about	their	experiences	in	a	future	issue	of	@TD.

David Robinson
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“…a TDChristian welcome!”




