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Nota Bene             - W. Groot

Sometimes difficult circumstances arise in our lives. That was certainly the case when we found out about a security 
breach in our computer system. People rightly asked about the safety of their data and their communications. Questions 
about academic integrity and the safety of one’s files were raised.

While such instances are contrary to our desires, it is often in troubling times that we learn significant lessons. I know 
that I have (once again) and I hope and pray that others have as well. I am most grateful for the work of our tech depart-
ment, Eric and Bruce Vrieling, in securing the system and for the willingness of families to work with us in helping us to 
determine the repercussions of the breach and to deal with them as well as the ensuing consequences.

When we take steps, usually one at time, together, the results are blessed by our God who asks us to be faithful. The 
past two weeks have not been easy for some but thankfully many have only experienced the pain of needing a new 
password.  Thank you for your understanding, patience, support and trust through this time.

When a family or community experiences disappointments, hurts, or fears it is essential that we work with those around 
us to deal with and overcome them.  In short, it is another way that together we learn for service in the light of God’s 
word.

Careers and Course Selections Night (with a focus on Grade 10 students) 
- Thursday, February 23 at 7 p.m.
Course selections, college, university, apprenticeship, scholarships... the journey towards post-secondary education 
includes many decisions and lots of questions about what’s the next step. Come to our annual Careers and Course 
Selections Night (especially for Grade 10 families) on Thursday, February 23 starting at 7 p.m. Learn how you, as 
parents, guardians or homestays can supplement what your children are learning in their careers course and support 
their search for post-secondary options. Students are encouraged to attend as well as the course selections sheet is due 
in the school office on Thursday, March 2 by 9 a.m. Families who attend the evening can earn 2.5 volunteer hours.  
    
From the TDChristian Finance Office
1. 2016 tax receipts will be mailed no later by February 13, 2017
2. There is a mandatory home stay meeting on Thursday, February 23 at 7p.m.  This is the same night as the Grade 10 
Careers & Courses meeting.

Admissions           - M. Heinbuch 

The early enrollment deadline for the 2017/18 school year was February 1. However, we are still accepting applications 
for next year. Reminder that current families who have a student enrolling in Grade 9 next year still need to 
complete an application form for their current Grade 8 student.
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Grade 11 Mentorship Presentation Information and More...   - S. VanEerden

All Grade 11 Students have completed their mentorship placements. We heard brief stories and snippets of 
these experiences in a Grade 11 meeting on Monday. The students described their experiences as “educational,” 
“diverse,” and “interesting,” among other things.

During the week of February 13 to 16, students will have an opportunity to share their experiences and learning 
in a more in depth fashion by giving a presentation in one of their classes. At this time, they will also need to hand 
in the Mentorship Placement Completion form and their Mentorship Journals. These forms can be found on the 
TDChristian Splash Page.

Thanks parents, guardians, and mentors for helping to make this opportunity possible for our students. If you 
are interested in being a mentor next year or if you have any questions, please contact Sean Van Eerden at 
vaneerden@tdchristian.ca.

Course Selections for 2017-18
The course selection process for the 2017/18 school year has begun!

On Friday, February 3, current Grade 10 students were given their course selection sheets and instructions 
on how to fill them out. Current Grade 11 students were were given their sheets and instructions on Monday, 
February 6. Families/students should visit www.electoronicinfo.ca or www.ontariocolleges.ca to verify what 
prerequisites students need for post-secondary programs to help ensure they pick the right courses for Grade 11 
and 12. Course selection sheets for current Grade 9 students will be given to students on Thursday, February 9.

If you were absent the day your class met or missed getting a sheet (or lost yours), download it from the Splash 
page, under Course Info - be sure to pick the 2017/18 versions. Course descriptions can be found there as well.

Course selection sheets are due on the following dates:
Grade 12 Course Selection sheets (for current Grade 11 students) - Wednesday, March 1 by 9:00 a.m.
Grade 11 Course Selection sheets (for current Grade 10 students) - Thursday, March 2 by 9:00 a.m.
Grade 10 Course Selection sheets (for current Grade 9 sstudents) - Tuesday, February 28 by 9:00 a.m.

Grade 11 Meeting
This past Monday, Grade 11 students met together to celebrate Mentorship and go over some key items at this point 
in their high school career. After sharing Mentorship experiences and learning what still needs to be accomplished 
as outlined by Mr. VanEerden, Mr. Terpstra and Ms. Weening provided overviews of two trips: the Toronto Service 
Trip and the Dominican Republic trip, respectively. The next-to-last item was a presentation about course selections. 
Mr. Groot described the process and gave advice on how to research the courses needed for Grade 12. 

Last but not least, the students were challenged to individually and collectively ponder how they might impact the 
school as Grade 12 students and the Grade 12 class. It was a time well spent together; our hope is that throughout 
this semester Grade 11 students reflect on how they can become helpful leaders in the school as they approach 
their final year at TDChristian. 

Pastors’ Breakfast: Tuesday, February 28 at 8:30 a.m.
Postcard invitations are coming home with your child(ren) this week regarding the Pastors Breakfast. On Tuesday, 
February 28 at 8:30 am TDChristian is inviting pastors, youth leaders and church staff to come to TDChristian for 
breakfast, to learn about TDChristian, and to begin a conversation about how we might be able to support students 
in the formation of their faith. If, as a ministry leader, you are interested in attending or finding out more, please email 
Patty Schuurman at schuurman@tdchristian.ca. Alternatively, if you know of a pastor who should or might attend, 
please email Patty as well.
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International Block Update            R. Weening
 
The International Block team is leaving in just over two weeks, on Saturday February 25. We will be gone for eight 

weeks and will be involved in tutoring, 
teaching and construction. We covet your 
prayers.

As we begin to pack, we are looking for 
last minute donations of pens, pencils, 
pencil crayons, glue, and other craft 
supplies as well as eye glasses and 
common medical supplies (pain relievers, 
children’s vitamins, Polysporin, bandaids 
and gauze). From previous donations, 
we no longer need paper or notebooks. 
Please bring any donations to the box 
inside the office, room 21, or pass them on 
to any of the International Block students! 
Your help is greatly appreciated.

Praise & Petition                  - A. Vanderkooy/M. Laswick

As you pray for our school, please remember the following:

• A new semester brings a fresh start for students and teachers alike. We welcome some new faces and pray that      
they may soon feel at home among us.
• Rebecca and Chris Catrambone’s grandfather passed away this past weekend. 
• Grade 11 students spent time with their mentors, gaining wisdom and insight from them.
• Grade 10 French and History Block students leave this week on an exchange. They will spend a week in Quebec    
(Trois-Rivières), hosted by Francophone families. 

Volunteer Hours
Looking for service hours? The new TDChristian Sketch Drama class in performing for Crosspoint CRC in Brampton 
next Tuesday morning and we need a couple of drivers! If you are interested, please contact Mr. Peters at peters@
tdchristian.ca.

Music Notes                                                                                  - K. Hayward

On Thursday, March 2, the annual Talent Show will take place at TDChristian. Make sure to mark it on your calendar!

The choir is looking forward to upcoming dates:

 April 28 – The City Youth Gospel Project at York University
 May 5 – The Ontario Christian High School Choral Festival in Hamilton

Only a limited number of choir students will be able to attend each event, so students are encouraged to sign up as 
soon as possible. More details will be forthcoming.

 May 25 – Spring Concert (Ascension Day)

Band parents and transportation providers are reminded that there will be no concert band rehearsals on the 
following dates: February 21, March 21, and April 18. If you have any questions about music @ TDChristian, please 
send an e-mail message to Mr. Hayward (hayward@tdchristian.ca).
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Talent Night at TDChristian
Talent Night 2017 is on March 2. The students of TDChristian showcase their gifts and talents for other students to 
enjoy and celebrate! More details in the next Fridge Door.

From the Tech Department
Available FREE to all students: Microsoft Office 365
Each student receives a free license of Microsoft Office 365 during his or her time at TDChristian! Students may 
download and install the latest Microsoft Office applications for Windows and Mac on up to five home computers 
or laptops as well as up to five mobile devices. O365 login credentials are different than TDChristian logins. 
Students were emailed O365 usernames and passwords in early September via their Webmail accounts. Students 
who wish to download O365 and do not know their usernames or passwords, can visit Tech to receive them.

Board Notes: February 2017              - R.A. Schuringa

We started off the new year with a Board-Staff Supper and round-table discussions on January 11, 2017.  This 
was a great opportunity to build relationships among board and staff and discuss something pertinent to our work 
together.  After enjoying the delicious supper prepared by Elaine Roorda and Joni Knibbe, staff and board together 
reviewed three model contracts prepared by the Contract Document Committee. Comments and questions were 
collected for the committee to consider. It was time well-spent.

Peter Elgersma, chair of the Capital Campaign Committee for Project 20/20 joined us for part of our January 
Board meeting, to introduce himself and share about the Capital Campaign. Peter challenged the Board to lead 
the campaign by submitting their pledges at our next meeting. The Capital Campaign will be officially launched at 
the Spring Membership Meeting on Tuesday, April 25.

Graham Postma shared devotions entitled “A New Year without Fear” (so relevant in today’s world of fear and 
anxiety) based on Hebrews 13: 5 & 6. We pray this also for you in the TDChristian community:  that you may live 
in the contentment of God’s provision, the companionship of his presence, the confidence of his promise and the 
comfort of his protection.

See Alumni and Current Actors in Action at Semester’s End
Mark your calendars - June 23 and 24 is our Alumni and Sketch Class’ Show Drama Extravaganza!!! Are you an 
alumni interested in doing a sketch? Gather some of your old classmates and do an old Monty Python or SCTV 
“bit” of your choice! Submissions are being accepted now. Be a part of the action - this is a weekend you won’t 
want to miss!!! For more info, contact Mr. Peters at peters@tdchristian.ca.

Athletics    - C. Hoving

The Junior Girls Tier 1 Volleyball wraps up its season this week with its final league game on Wednesday and a 
tournament at St. Jean de Brebeuf on Friday. The team hopes to end with a great last week. Thank you to Ms. 
Weening and Michelle Dykstra (Class of 2010) for coaching.

The Junior Girls Tier 2 Volleyball team is also in the tournament at Brebeuf this Friday. The team kicks off its 
regular season with matches next week on Tuesday and Thursday.

The Senior Girls Volleyball team wraps up its league play this week, looking to remain undefeated. It then 
heads into playoffs next week. The girls had a strong showing at OCSSAA this past weekend, advancing to the 
championship quarter finals.
The Junior Boys Basketball team heads into its playoffs this Thursday on the road at St. Theresa of Lisieux. The 
boys also have their OCSSAA tournament this weekend in Hamilton on Friday and Saturday.

The Senior Boys Basketball team awaits its playoff opponent. The team plays on Monday. The boys had a good 
weekend at OCSSAA, finishing with 4 wins and 1 loss, winning the Consolation championship (fifth overall).
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The following tryouts will take place from after school until 5 p.m. at the Ontario Soccer Centre, 7601 Martin Grove 
Rd, Woodbridge, ON L4L 9E4, which is about 5 minutes west of TDChristian, just south of Highway 7. Students 
who try out should get picked up from the venue after the tryout.
- Junior Ultimate Frisbee: February 9 and 15
- Senior Ultimate Frisbee: February 9
- Girls Soccer: February 9 and 15

Used Crutches - We are looking for donations of slightly used crutches - preferably the aluminum, adjustable 
ones. If you have some laying around, or know how we can obtain some, please contact athletics@tdchristian.ca.

Falcons Hockey

On Tuesday, February 14 (Got to love it!), TDChristian’s Senior Hockey team will be playing in a tournament 
hosted by Hamilton District Christian High School at the Mohawk 4 Ice Centre in Hamilton. Players can come 
that morning on their regular school buses. The expected return to TDChristian depends on traffic, weather and 
how the team plays. Most likely, it will be between 5:30 and 6:30 p.m. However, parents or guardians and players 
should plan on communicating during the day to ensure a proper pick up time at the school.

Guidance           - A. Vanderkooy

POST-SECONDARY APPLICATIONS
• Communit Community College and University Applicants: check specific university and community college 

emails, mail and websites for information on scholarship deadlines, personal information forms, auditions and 
mandatory information sessions. Missing a deadline may mean missing an opportunity to be accepted to the 
program of your choice. 

• Scholarships: For scholarship information, check schoolfinder.com and yconic.
• McMaster Engineering is offering the Hatch Entrance Scholarships valued at $48,000 each to exceptional 

students entering McMaster’s Engineering 1 Program. Available to Visa and international students as well. 
Deadline: April 4, 2017 Check www.eng.mcmaster.ca/future/s.

• Students with diagnosed learning disabilities, please note: Get in touch with the students services department 
in the community college or university to which you are applying to inform them of your IEP. Find out about 
transition programs during the summer that help students get prepared for university and/or community college. 
Students are trained in technology, learn how to set up accommodations with their special needs office and learn 
how to navigate the campus experience. Take advantage of such opportunities to get a positive head start on the 
school year. Check the website of the college or university to which you are applying for further details. 

• Study and Go Abroad Fairs: Sunday, March 5 12 p.m. to 5p.m. at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre. Check 
www.studyandgoabroad.com for details and to pre-register.

• Grade 11 Students: Thinking of studying in the USA? There is a US College Expo in Toronto on Sunday, May 7 at 
Roy Thomson Hall. To pre-register and get further information, go to http://www.uscollegeexpo.com/schooltours/

• Waterloo Unlimited Grade 10, 11 and 12 programs are unique enrichment opportunity for high school students. 
Offered during the school year, Unlimited brings together curious, motivated, well-rounded teens from across 
the country. It’s about challenging you to make connections across topics and developing higher-order skills: 
communication, analysis, synthesis, initiative, curiosity, responsibility, leadership, teamwork and creativity. It’s 
about open-ended learning rather than memorizing an inventory of “right answers.” It’s about going home with 
the skills you need to become self-enriching and even sharing those skills with others. It’s about you, and your 
love of learning. Check https://uwaterloo.ca/unlimited/  for further information.

• Conrad Grebel University College would like to bring to your attention to the Grade 10 Family Night hosted 
by the University of Waterloo. At this uWaterloo event, students and their families are invited to come to the 
university campus to listen to and talk with current students, staff and faculty from a variety of program areas 
about studying, living and learning at the University of Waterloo. Unfortunately for some families, Grade 10 
Family Night conflicts with our Careers and Course Selections Night. UW’s evening begins at 6:30 p.m. Whether 
you come to our night or UW’s, Grade 10 is not too early to start exploring post high school options. To register 
for Conrad Grebel’s supper event, email pbartel@uwaterloo.ca by Tuesday, February 21 with the number of 
people attending and any dietary restrictions. To register or find more information on uWaterloo’s event go to 
www.uwaterloo.ca/fom/grade-10.
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SUMMER IDEAS for Students
• The Toronto and Region Conservation Authority is once again offering the Boyd Archaeological Field School in 
the summer of 2017. This two week interdisciplinary program offers a Grade 12U  (IDC4U) credit. Days alternate 
between working in the field and in the classroom. Check www.boydfieldschool.org if you would like to know more 
about this exciting opportunity.
• Beacon Bible Camp is looking for a few volunteers to do their Flight program. It would involve a weekend in May 
and one week in the summer. Here’s a great way to get in your volunteer hours and have fun at the same time. 
Check their website: beaconbiblecamp.ca for further information. 
• Explore is a summer language bursary program which offers five week intensive language-training courses in the 
spring or summer for students interested in learning their second language. Complete details are available on http://
www.myexplore.ca.  You can apply online.  Deadline: February 15, 2017.
• Canadian Battlefields Trip March Break 2017: Our trip is only 30 days away! We are meeting this Thursday with 
students and parents as well as adults on the trip to put in place the final details. See you all there.

Free Will Planning Clinic – March 2 at 7 p.m. at TDChristian
Remember that New Year’s Resolution? Not the one about getting more physically fit, the resolution about doing 
more to get your affairs in order! We are here to help! At 7p.m. on Thursday, March 2, Toronto District Christian High 
School and The Lighthouse are hosting a Will Clinic sponsored by the Christian School Foundation and Christian 
Stewardship Services (CSS).

The CSS clinic leader will walk us through the basic questions people have about will preparation. Everyone is 
welcome, including friends, relatives and acquaintenances! This helpful information will be of benefit regardless 
of which charities you want to include in your will…and it will feature delicious desserts. E-mail Marg at marg@
tdchristian.ca to confirm your attendance. See you on March 2! TDChristian families who attend the entire session 
can earn 1.5 volunteer hours.

From the Library     J. Knibbe

How about checking out the “Blind Date With a Book” display in the library? The books have been wrapped in 
brown paper, with the opening sentence displayed on the front. Take a chance on signing one of them out. You 
may discover a whole new genre of literature that you never thought you’d enjoy reading!

Online Information Resource: Did you know that TDChristian subscribes to a great online information resource? 
Encyclopedia Britannica Online is accessible to all students and parents. Go to the TDChristian Splash page 
and click on “Encyclopedia Britannica”. The user name and password are available by contacting the librarian at 
knibbe@tdchristian.ca. Not only are there thousands of articles on thousands of topics available, but also pictures 
and videos. Once you click on an article, a number of options appear in the dock above the article, including the 
ability to print, email, save as a favourite, enlarge for easier reading, or switch to an audio version. Be sure to 
check out this reliable resource.

Please send in any textbooks or library books that display the TDChristian stamp. We are always happy to receive 
books that have been missing, whether for a short period of time or for several years.

Alerts for Students in Art                                     J. Tenyenhuis       

All Art students are required to have a sketchbook for weekly assignments. Drawing pencils are highly 
recommended for good effects. 
• Grade 9 Art students will do weekly art research assignments while those in Grade 10, 11 and 12 will look into 

art history and readings from a Christian perspective.
• Grade 11&12 Art students will experience a ‘Gallery Hop’ on Project Day, Feb. 17.

Belize Team - Donations Needed
Our hosts, Richard and Lucille Zul have asked for donations of heavy duty extension cords as well as used lap 
tops for the after school tutoring program they run. If you can help, please contact Rod Dengerink (dengerink@
tdchristian.ca) or Marg (marg@tdchristian.ca).
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From the Archives:         J. Knibbe

Anyone who has photos, slides, movies or videos of past TD events is encouraged to send them our way. We 
would be happy to scan and return them.

If you are in the process of downsizing, and you wonder what to do with your TDChristian yearbooks or other 
TDChristian memorabilia, please bring them or send them in. If you are able to provide our archives with any of 
the following yearbooks, it would be much appreciated: any from before 1971, 1973-74, 1979-80, 1980-81, 1984-
85, and 1989-90.

We are in the process of archiving all kinds of objects from TDChristian’s history, including cookbooks, 
commemorative spoons, mugs, pins and articles of clothing. If you have an item of historical significance to the 
school and wonder if you should donate it, please feel free to get in touch with me by email: knibbe@tdchristian.
ca.

Coldest Night of the Year: Regeneration Brampton
Regeneration Outreach Community, a Christian outreach organization in downtown Brampton that supports the 
physical and spiritual needs of those who are homeless is organizing an amazing family friendly walk on FEBRUARY 
25, 2017 to raise awareness and funds for those who are homeless in Brampton.

Check out their website for more information: www.regenbrampton.com. Sign up for the coldest night at https://
canada.cnoy.org/register. Students who participate can receive 4 hours for participating and up to 10 community 
services hours for fundraising. Whether you sign up as an individual or make a team the team at Regeneration 
hopes to see you there!
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Eurotrip 2018!
Join us for 10 days next March Break, 2018, as we explore Berlin, Munich, Prague, Austria, and Switzerland! 
Students currently in grade 9, 10 or 11 are invited to come with us to experience the culture, visit a castle, try out 
the food, and climb in The Alps! Parents and guardians are also welcome. Find out about the trip by clicking the 
link on our Splash Page or by contacting Tour Leader Meg Cate at cate@tdchristian.ca.

Click the link on the Splash Page for more info.


