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Nota Bene                - W. Groot

For over two years, members of the Ontario Christian Schools Administrators Association have been discussing a trip 
to Finland to determine ways that we might learn from its system of education. Results of PISA studies (see www.oecd.
org/pisa/) since 2001 indicate that Finnish education is amongst the finest in the world. The fascinating thing is that it 
does more with less.

Thirty-four Christian school educators arrived this past Friday and we will return this Friday. In preparation for the trip, 
of which teacher David Kim and I are a part, we read Finnish Lessons 2.0 by Pasi Sahlberg, one of our Helsinki hosts. 
What I have learned thus far is that much of Finland’s success is because of committed and well-prepared teachers 
who care about their students and work. Additionally, Finland is willing to be different in its approach to learning so that 
the quality and equity of its educational outcomes is approved. Besides our talented and committed teaching staff, we 
find similarities in our educational approach: emphasizing creative approaches to learning, focusing on the long view, 
personalizing learning, and integrating students.

Finally, the stellar results of Finnish students are based on how its education comes out of the country’s history and 
roots. In the same way, we have the task and responsibility to remain true to the school’s history and roots: with God’s 
grace and guidance, TDChristian will continue to be an intentional and God-honouring learning community whose focus 
is learning for service in the light of God’s word.

Fall Open House and 
Information Evening
If you have children who are in Grades 
6 through 8, there is an Open House at 
TDChristian on Thursday, October 12 at 
7:00 pm. High school age students who 
might be considering something different 
than their current school are also 
welcome to join us. This is an evening in 
which information about our programs, 
tours of the building and various high 
school experiences will be shared and 
presented. Here’s the bonus -- there’s 
dessert, too!  See you then, and feel 
free to invite your friends as well!
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Clothing Drive                      - P. Schuurman 
    
Congratulations to Mr. Westerhof’s homeroom (HR J) for collecting the most items for our clothing drive. Thank 
you to Dana Pitcher, a grade 9 student, who was moved by the work done by St. Felix; she organized and 
encouraged fellow students to collect gently used or brand new clothing for this organization. St. Felix provides 
clothing, services and meals for those who are needing assistance and/or challenged by issues of homelessness 
and lack of income. As part of the grade 9 and 11 trips to Toronto, we have visited St. Felix to help clean or 
prepare meals as we encountered all kinds of people at this wonderful organization. All together, TDChristian has 
collected over 500 items for the clothing drive which we will bring to St. Felix during our Grade 11 service trip next 
week. 

Grade 10 Trip to Beacon        - R. Weening

All grade 10 students, as well as eight staff members, are currently away at Beacon Bible Camp outside of 
Gravenhurst. The goals of this trip are:

•  For students to recognize God-given talents in themselves and in others as they continue their journey of   
   learning for service in light of God’s word.
•  For students to grow in empathy and work at including others so that, as a whole, the grade creates a hospitable  
   and collaborative learning environment. “Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always   
   strive to do what is good for each other and for everyone else.” 1 Thessalonians 5:15
•  To provide opportunities for students to connect positively and meaningfully by working together and listening to  
    each other.

We trust that two days away will help students work towards these goals.

Grade 11 Toronto Service Trip    - P. Schuurman

On Tuesday, October 3, Grade 11 students in Mr. Terpstra’s Perpsective and Mr. VanEerden’s English classes 
leave TDChristian at 7:00 am sharp for our three day trip! We have the wonderful opportunity to work with 
organizations in Toronto that help others who experience homelessness and/or low income. We will be working 
in organizations such as The Lighthouse, Scott Mission, Good Shepherd, and Portland Place, to name a few. 
We work among, and not above; that is, we receive blessing as together we learn about how to help each other. 
We also enjoy different foods and take a walking tour of the city, led by Mr. Ben Freeman. Please be punctual 
so that our buses can roll out as early as possible and we can start at our placements in good time. Please pray 
for our students and leaders, Mr. Terpstra, Mr. VanEerden, Mr. Hoving, Mrs. Templeton, Ms. Weening, Cindy 
Schreutelkamp (volunteer) and Mrs. Schuurman as we embark on this amazing trip! We will be arriving back at TD 
at approximately 2:30 pm on Thursday afternoon in time for busses.

@TD Newsletter
The @TD is our school’s glossy newsletter that is distributed three times a year. In our October issue, get all 
the latest details on Project 20/20, alumni news, and “Caves, Campfires, and Mountaintops”. If your church 
congregation does not currently receive the @TD newsletter, we would love to give you generous parent volunteer 
hours for facilitating getting the @TD to your church mailboxes. For more details, email buwalda@tdchristian.ca.

Grade 7 & 8 Day        - T. Buwalda

How do you make one of our biggest days of the year even bigger? Grade 8 Day is now Grade 7 & 8 Day. On 
November 16, all current grade 7 & 8 students are invited to a day full of activities and fun that will give you a 
great taste of what TDChristian is all about! Parents are also welcome... we have a special program just for 
you, including lunch! Current families, who should you invite to Grade 7&8 Day? Get more details and RSVP by 
emailing Patty Schuurman, who is our VP of Admissions (schuurman@tdchristian.ca).
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Homework Club
Did you know that every Tuesday (please note the day change), from 3 to 5 pm students from all grades can come 
to the homework club in Room 23, 24, and 31? Teachers from a variety of subject areas will be available to assist 
students if they have questions about lessons, homework, and/or assignments. Connect with Mrs. Kooy at kooy@
tdchristian.ca for more information.

Praise & Petition                - E. Dengerink/M. Laswick

This morning our Grade 10’s left for a 2 day trip to Beacon Bible Camp; next week some of our Grade 11’s are 
leaving on a service trip, and the Grade 12 French class will be on the Quebec Trip. We pray for a great week of 
community building, learning and safe travel.

William Groot and David Kim and currently in Finland with 40 other educators exploring what makes the Finnish 
system of education so successful. We pray for safety and an enlightening trip. Who knows what changes may 
happen to TD as a result?

Jeff Bouwers, Cameron Bouwer’s dad, recently completed his treatments for prostate cancer and is doing quite 
well. The family would like to thank the community for their support and prayers. Please pray for a positive 
outcome when he meets with his physician in January regarding the effectiveness of the treatment. 

Our condolences are extended to the Martens and Summer families. Brandon and Taylor’s great Oma Martens 
passed away at the age of 102. Emilia and Alyson’s Opa, Gord Summer, died suddenly in New Brunswick on 
the weekend. We pray that both families will be surrounded and comforted by God’s love and the care of their 
community. 

Music Notes                                                                                  - K. Hayward

All TDChristian music groups are up and running.

For those still interested in signing up for curricular groups (Concert Band and Choir), the deadline is the end of 
the week. Please send a note to Mr. Hayward ASAP if this applies to you. 

• Concert Band meets on Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 7:30 am
• Choir meets during 5th period on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
• There are still places available in our extracurricular groups as well
• Jazz Band meets on Wednesdays after school
• Praise Band (Ascension) meets on Thursdays after school

Grade 9 choir students are reminded to submit their choir permission forms as soon as possible.

Students who would like to study voice, piano or guitar at TDChristian during the school day should contact Mr. 
Hayward as soon as possible.

Any questions about the music program at TDChristian, can be sent to Mr. Hayward at: hayward@tdchristian.ca.

Mentorship@TDChristian          - S. VanEerden

Mentorship@TDChristian is now underway. The goal of the first semester is for every grade 11 student to find a 
mentor willing to work with them for three days between January 26 and February 1. As they begin to think more 
seriously about their future careers, students find this experience to be enriching, eye-opening, and empowering. 
This semester, students must think about possible mentors (due October 13), find a mentor (due November 17), 
and write a short report on their mentor called Get-To-Know Your Mentor (due January 10). You can find dates, 
assignments, and expectations at the Mentorship link on TD’s website (splash.tdchristian.ca). If you are interested 
in being a mentor or hosting someone at your workplace, you qualify for volunteer hours. If you have any 
questions, please contact Sean Van Eerden at vaneerden@tdchristian.ca.
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Guidance          - E. Dengerink

Grade 12 students: Beginning next week, sign up with your guidance counsellor for a 15 minute guidance 
appointment. The goal is to discuss your plans, answer questions and set up follow-up appointments as needed. 
Please sign up in the main office. You can prepare for the interview by having your questions ready.

Colleges and Universities
• The Study and Go Abroad Fair will be held on October 1 from 1:00 – 5:00 pm at the Metro Toronto Convention 

Centre. Check www.studyandgoabroad.com/toronto for details. It is an opportunity to meet universities from 
around the world. 

• University Information Programs are available in your local community. If you were unable to attend the 
Ontario University Fair this past weekend, check http://www.ouf.ca/uip/ to find a program close to where you 
live. They are happening in September and October. 

• Open House and Tours are offered by all post-secondary institutions. Check the websites for dates and times 
or the posters by the guidance office. During the Teachers’ Convention is a good time to go and explore your 
options.

• Concordia University (Montreal) comes to the GTA: there will be an information session at the Toronto 
Marriott at 90 Bloor St. East. Get information on their flexible academic programs and the focus on hands-on 
experience through paid internships. Thursday, October 19 at 6:30 pm. 

• The Ontario Community College Fair will take place on October 24-25, 2017 at the Enercare Centre. Check 
http://www.ocif.ca/ for further details.

• Do you want to be a chef? Check out the Stratford Chefs School where you can take a two-year culinary 
apprenticeship program. www.stratfordchef.com

• Considering a health care career? Check out The Michener Institute at www.michener.ca

Scholarships
Please note that not all scholarships are based on academic achievement. Many reward creative thinking, 
community involvement and extra-curricular participation. Scholarships take time to research and to apply for, but 
are worth the effort if you qualify.
• Join yconic.ca so you can be matched with thousands of scholarships and other awards.  As well you can  

get access to articles and useful content that will help you navigate your academic journey. It’s fast, it’s   
free, and it’s easy! 

•     Loran Awards offers scholarships to certain universities in Canada for students who have an 85% average  
      and hold Canadian citizenship or residency status. The focus of the award is to reward outstanding students  
      who demonstrate Character, Service and Leadership. For further information or to decide if you qualify, visit  
      www.loranscholar.ca. You can apply online. Deadlines are October 18 and October 25, 2017.
•     The Horatio Alger Ontario Scholarship program seeks to honour students who have demonstrated integrity  
      and perseverance in overcoming adversity, strength of character, financial need, a good academic record     
      and a commitment to going to a public college or university in Ontario. Check out www.horatioalger.ca/en/ 
      scholarships to see if you qualify. Deadline is October 25, 2017.
•     Bachelor of Humanities High School Essay Contest from Carleton University. You could win $500 or $250 by  
      writing an essay on the following question: Is the unexamined life not worth living? Deadline is January 15,  
      2018. Check Carleton.ca/bhum/essay-contest-2018 for more information. 
•     Father Ted Colleton Scholarship sponsored by the Niagara Region Right to Life offers scholarships of $1500,  
      $800, and $500. Students need write a 1,200 word essay, submit a reference letter, and a self-profile. Check  
      out www.theinterim.com for more information. Deadline is December 1, 2017.
•     Sonic Grades: Get Great Grades! WIN CASH! Every fourth year student at our school with an 80% average  
      will have the opportunity to win $1000. There will be a minimum of one prize awarded per high school, as well  
      as some wild card prizes. Check www.facebook.com/royfosswoodbridge or twitter.com/fosswoodbridge for  
      details and announcements.

Request for Funding of “Just Faith?”     
See the request for funding near the end of The Fridge Door for a drama entitled, “Just Faith.” TDChristian 
students and teacher, Richard Peters, are involved in this great initiative. Help make it happen! Contact Meg Cate 
in Finance if you would like to make a donation. It will be tax deductible.
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Volunteer Opportunites (for an overview, see Volunteering @ TDChristian on the Splash! Page)

Drama@TD has a dozen or so Royal Shakespeare Company/BBC Productions on VHS. We are looking to digitize! 
If you have the tech and the time to convert them, you can earn volunteer hours. Email Mr. Peters - peters@
tdchristian.ca for more info.

Drama@TD: This year, TDChristian has a student “Head of Wardrobe!” Robyn Postma will be in charge of costumes 
for our productions, organising our costume and props room, loaning out properties to other classes for their 
projects, and even other schools! Robyn has limited knowledge/experience with sewing, but is bright, and game to 
learn! Do you know how to use a sewing machine? Can you serge and do funky stitches? Mr. Peters REALLY can’t, 
and is happy to give you service hours for teaching our eager new acolyte. Contact him at peters@tdchristian.ca

Event Clean up: We have two events in October. On October 12 we have an Open House and Information Night 
and on October 19 there iare Learning Dialogues and a New Members meeting. If you are attending one of these 
events and want to stay after and help with clean up, please let Mr. Hoving know (hoving@tdchristian.ca).

Admissions: Three volunteers needed to help prepare packages for upcoming events. Contact Patty Schuurman 
(shuurman@tdchristian.ca) for more detail.

TD Parents Association: Are you looking to complete all your volunteer hours before the end of December? Are 
you interested in organizing a wonderful community event put on by our students? If so, the TDChristian Parents 
Association is looking for 2 individuals to join our Dinner Theatre Committee. The evening includes a dinner, play 
and silent auction. It’s a great opportunity to support our students and raise funds to improve our kitchen. You would 
receive 25 volunteer hours for organizing and running the event on December 2nd. Please contact Nicole Bell at 
Nicolebell22@hotmail.com if you would like more information.

Volunteer Drivers: Driving to and from away games is a great way for parents/guardians to get involved at 
TDChristian. Not only do you get to watch your child’s team play, you can earn volunteer hours and cut down on 
the school’s transportation costs. Please contact each coach to ask about volunteer driving opportunities. The 
breakdown of how hours are earned by driving for athletics is available on the Splash! Page.

OFSAA Boys Volleyball Championships at TDChristian and Humber College: Nov. 22 to 25
We will be looking for student and parent or guardian volunteers to help throughout the tournament. If you are
interested in sponsorship or being a part of the tournament, send an e-mail to Colin Hoving (hoving@tdchristian.ca) 
or Tim Buwalda (buwalda@tdchristian.ca).

The Newmarket chapter is looking for members/parents in the area to join our team and have fun earning their 
GIVE hours. We do a few fundraisers each year: cheese, euchre nights and a meat fundraiser. Please contact Cindy 
Tiemersma if you are interested.  905-898-1741 or  cindy@first-choice-roofing.com.

TDChristian Rummage Sale
Mark October 21 from 9 am - 1 pm on your calendars for the fabulous annual TDChristian Fall Rummage Sale!  You 
will enjoy our usual attractions of hot and cold lunch items and beverages available to purchase, a wide selection of 
cheese and home baking, farm vegetables, seasonal items, our famous “gym full of treasures” and Senior TD music 
students performing. Bring your friends and family for a wonderful morning of indoor garage saling.

Doing a fall cleanup? Do you have too much clutter? Enjoy more space and feel good about supporting our beloved 
school. We welcome your donations of items to the rummage sale: gently used clothes and accessories, household 
and garden items, potted plants, sports equipment, books, tools, toys, small appliances and furniture, DVDs, CDs, 
decor, arts and crafts, unused gift items, jewellery, china and glassware, Halloween and Christmas items, stationery 
etc. Please do not include any large appliances or furniture items, computers or baby items such as cribs or car 
seats due to the complicated nature of safety standards. Donations may be dropped off at the school during the day, 
between now and the evening of Friday October 20.
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Athletics            - C. Hoving

All of our fall sports teams begin their YRAA season this week. Please pray for safety as they begin to travel and 
for safety during the games. If you are looking for volunteer hours, helping coaches take players to games is a 
great way to get them! Keep an eye on Edsby for practice and game schedules.

The Junior Boys Tier 2 Volleyball team began their season last week with a tournament at Mentor College. The 
team had a good day, advancing to the semi finals. The boys started their regular season last night and have 
another tournament Friday at St. Jean de Brebeuf.

The Senior Boys Tier 1 Volleyball entered two tournaments as they prepare for league play. They also went 
to Mentor College and came back with a Championship. Furthermore, they entered the University of Waterloo 
tournament this past weekend, advancing into the playoffs. The boys kicked off their regular season last night.

The Senior Boys Tier 2 Volleyball team had their TDChristian Invitational this past Friday, advancing to the semi 
finals to start off the year. They also began league play last night at Stephen Lewis.

The Boys Soccer team begin their league season tonight at home against Stephen Lewis.

The Girls Basketball team had a tournament last week at Huron Heights. The girls went 0-2 on the day but had 
two close games. They begin league play tonight at home.

OFSAA Boys Volleyball is two months away! TDChristian will be hosting the event at the school and at Humber 
College from November 22 to 25. November 22: Registration and Banquet, November 23, 24: Pool Play and 
Quarterfinals, and November 25: Championship Saturday.

The Intramural Hockey League rosters and schedule were posted yesterday on TD’s Splash! page at http://splash.
tdchristian.ca. As we have four teams this year, teams will play every week that we have hockey. Please note that 
the most up-to-date schedule will always be posted on the Splash! page, so parents and students should check 
regularly for possible updates. Our season begins Friday, October 6!

Calvin College, a Christian university in Grand Rapids, Michigan, that has been the recipient of many TDChristian 
graduates over the years, has invited our school to send a boys hockey team to participate in a hockey camp and 
tournament on October 26-28. Information about the trip and how students from grades 10 through 12 can apply is 
in the Edsby group “Boys Hockey Team”. The application deadline is October 4, which is fast approaching!

Class Trips
The Earth and Space Science class leaves for Algonquin Provincial Park on Thursday, September 28 and returns 
Monday, October 2. We hope to explore the interconnected nature of God’s creation, looking at the biosphere, 
hydrosphere, atmosphere and lithosphere, in addition to our connections with them.

The Grade 12 French class will be travelling to Quebec City from October 2 until October 6.

Euro2018 - Time is running out to sign up for the Euro2018 trip. Spend March break in Berlin, Prague, Munich and 
the Alps with some of your classmates!  For more information, please speak with Ms Cate or Mr Buwalda by Friday, 
September 29, 2017.

Important Meeting for Grade 10 French History Block Parents & Students
French/History Block student exchange: There is an important meeting for parents and students signed up for 
the Grade 10 French/History course on October 12 @ 7:00pm. This is the same evening as the Open House for 
parents new to the school. Please contact Ms. Joosse if you are unable to attend.
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Nuit Blanche in Toronto   - J. Tenyenhuis, Art Teacher

On September 30, from sunset to sunrise, Nuit Blanche will be a celebration of contemporary art in Toronto. Check 
out the sites!

Croquette Fundraiser
The croquettes have arrived at TD! Contact Marg (marg@tdchristian.ca) or Rod Dengerink (rdengerink@tdchristian.
ca) if you would like a case or two of pre-cooked, all beef croquettes. A case of 36 sells for only $45!

Tickets before Oct. 31: $55  After Oct. 31: $65

Saturday, December 2

Invite your friends out to a delicious gourmet dinner, intimate
performance, and exciting silent auction. All proceeds go to the school!

Reserve yours at playtickets@tdchristian.ca today!

TDChristian High School presents...

LAST YEAR’S DINNER THEATRE SHOW SOLD OUT FAST!
RESERVE YOUR TICKETS AT playtickets@tdchristian.ca!

Join us for the Dinner Theatre Show

2000 Candles is a joyous musical theatre
celebration of  over 2000 Christmases. Funny

and thoughtful, moving and memorable,
this show has it all!

Nov 30-Dec 2, 2017
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August 31, 2017 
 
For Such a Time as This! Worship Meets Justice and the Arts in a Turbulent Time 
First Christian Reformed Church, Toronto – October 21, 2017 
 
Request for Funding 
  
In our time of uncertainty and tension, it is more important than ever to come together as a Christian 
community to know and celebrate the gifts and responsibilities of shalom. Because worship forms faith 
and shapes the different ways we act on our faith in the world, and because liturgy, by its very definition, 
is public service, it is important to shape Christian worship with a passion and creativity that focusses on 
the groaning of God’s creation and the responsibility of God’s image bearers. Such worship requires 
liturgy that forms a vital testimony to the hope of Christ for such a time as this. 
 
This one-day community gathering will help contemporary Christians create such time-sensitive liturgy, 
liturgy that will equip their congregations to walk faithfully as shalom-seeking divine image bearers. It 
will convene participants from churches in southern and eastern Ontario, including musicians, worship 
leaders and planners, preachers, artists, and justice workers interested in the intersection of justice, 
reconciliation, worship, and the arts. 
 
We plan to begin the event with a live performance of the one-act play Just-Faith?, performed by drama 
students from Toronto District Christian High School. For this performance to be possible, we require 
funds to retain the services of Jeanine Noyes and Richard Peters to train and direct the student volunteer 
actors, as well as some additional funds for transportation and equipment, as follows: 
 
Jeanine Noyes: $1250 
Richard Peters: $1250 
Miscellaneous, including transportation of the performers, props, costumes, set: $500 
 
Total: $3000 
 
Thank you for considering making a donation that will help make this performance a possibility, and that 
will also give the students of Toronto District Christian High School the opportunity to participate in this 
important event. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Ronald A. Kuipers, The Institute for Christian Studies 
Peter Noteboom, The Christian Reformed Church in North America 

 


