
1

March 6, 2019          VOL XXV NO. 12
Toronto District Christian High School  (905) 851-1772
377 Woodbridge Avenue     Toll free (855) 663-6632    
Woodbridge, ON  L4L 2V7 Fax (905) 851-9992
          Website:www.tdchristian.ca

THE FRIDGE DOOR

Page 1: Nota Bene, Praise & Petition, Concussions
Page 2: TDChristian Board, Presto Card Update, Improv Victories
Page 3: Gr. 11 Service Trip, Admissions, Membership, Music Notes, Act Five
Page 4: Guidance Corner                              
Page 5: Falcons Perch, OSSLT, The Art Room, Training Opportunity, Youth Service 
Pages 6 & 7: EF Tours Paris, Riviera, & Rome Poster, Willowdale Christian School Anniversary Poster

Nota Bene            - W. Groot                                          
For many, the March Break is a welcome and helpful time off or away. Lorraine, my wife, and I, will visit Escondido, 
California, where Mr. James, our TDChristian English teacher of 45 years ago, and his wife reside. In the summer of 
1978, as a 17 year old, a fellow graduate and I drove a U-Haul truck of his family’s belongings from Toronto to San Diego 
following their Volvo. It and the three-day journey home on a Greyhound bus were incredible experiences. Mr. James is a 
high school teacher who impacted many lives, including ours. It’s incredible how God blesses us through such people. 

Thanks to Luke Sawzcak (‘09) who spent his French teaching practicum with Ms. Joosse. He finishes tomorrow, as does 
Ms. Kooy, who will begin her pregnancy/parental leave. We wish them both well as they move into another life phase.

We pray for safety, rest, and rejuvenation for our students. Wherever you are (at home, away or at work) and whatever 
you are doing (resting, studying, playing or working) may next week be a good one.

P.S. Learning Reports were posted yesterday. Families can sign up for the first set of Learning Dialogues this semester 
by going to www.schoolinterviews.ca and using the event code: p22c2. Thank you to those who contacted us about 
errors in our classes. Your quick response helped us correct them. My apologies for any inconveniences caused.

Praise & Petition                                                           - E. Dengerink/M. Laswick

Our hearts were saddened this week with the news that Manvir Panaych’s father died after complications with his heart 
and for David Basansky with the sudden passing away of his grandfather. Please pray for these families as they grieve, 
ask difficult questions, seek comfort, and say goodbye. 

Please pray for the groups (see below) that leave on different trips – for their hosts and people with which they interact, 
for safety, fun, group bonding, enriching cultural experiences, the gifts of giving and receiving and great times of learning! 
The Dominican Republic team (Rachael Weening, Teresa Nicoletta, David Feddema, students, Maya Boven, Emma 
Guinness,Haley Hollander, Mason Janse, Jordan Maliakkal, Emily Mikelsons, Kaitlyn Tiemens, Sarah Ufkes, and alumni 
Curtis Boven, Brittney Bouwers, Ashley Tiemens and Sarah VanderVeen) leaves tomorrow.
The Belize team (Rod & Evelyn Dengerink, Marg Laswick, and students Jocelyn Alkema, Chris Hayashi, Lauren Kim
Jasmine Markou, Laura Matheuszik, Josie Mirecki, Raven Murray, Andrew Shuh, Jessica Stegeman, Jessica Tiemersma 
and Daniel VanHemert) leaves for Belize on Saturday. (We will miss you, Manvir.) 
The Canadian Battlefields group (David Robinson, parents, Ernie Miles and Phoengy Wai and students Stephen 
Lackowicz, Aaron Miles and Noah Tran) leaves for Europe on Saturday. It will retrace footsteps of WW1 and WW2 
veterans through Holland, Belgium and France. Each student will be researching the story of a Canadian soldier.

Please pray for a restful March break for all students and staff and for safe travels for those who are venturing away from 
or to home, especially some of our international students who are visiting with their families during the break.

Important: Concussions Reminder              - M. Heinbuch

Parents and students are reminded of the concussion protocol and other resources available on the Splash page. 
Please review them if a concussion is suspected.

March Break begins this Friday, March 
8 and ends Monday, March 18. School 
begins again on Tuesday, March 19.
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Greetings from the TDChristian Board!                            - Peggy Raspa, Board Secretary

During our recent meeting, William Groot posed the following question to the Board, “What resonates most for you 
as parent/guardian: ENFOLD, ENGAGE or EMPOWER? Why?”

It was encouraging to hear how impactful each of these words has been in the lives of Board Member’s students. 
‘Empower’ resonated most strongly; however, it’s worth noting that each component was crucial, none had 
strength without the other, much like a cord of three strands. Our student’s success is found when all three are 
encompassed in their learning, experiences and expression.

Project 20/20 and 325 Woodbridge continue to be Board priorities, along with developing a better understanding of 
how to engage the TDChristian community, past and present, toward meaningful and intentional contribution to the 
school as active members. Additionally, attention is continuously being directed toward ensuring that TDChristian 
acts responsibly and is in compliance with all required legislation and maintains the highest ethical conduct.

We encourage you to engage in open dialogue with your students about events, activities and happenings at the 
school. Ask questions, get feedback, and come share with us at our Spring Membership meeting Thursday, April 
25, 2019 at 7:30pm. This is the same day as the second set of Learning Dialogues. You do NOT need to be a 
member to attend. However, if you are interested in Membership – why not join us at our New Members meeting 
the evening of the first set of Learning Dialogues on Tuesday, March 26 at 7:30pm? If you are interested, please 
schedule it in at 7:31 p.m. when you sign up for Learning Dialogues or email elliott@tdchristian.ca. 

We look forward to seeing you soon!

Presto Card Update    From the TORONTO TRANSIT COMMISSION, Head Office

The TTC has paused its plans to provide complimentary Presto cards to students while they review the 
recommendations made by the City of Toronto’s auditor general around fare evasion and the use of child Presto 
cards on the TTD. More information will be shared when its available.

Improv Victories              - R. Peters

Congratulations to our Canadian Improv Games teams! Our Junior Team won Silver in its tournament and our 
Seniors won Gold at the Toronto Regionals! This is the second time in three years our Seniors have taken first 
place. The team will compete in the Canada-wide Improv Tournament held at the National Arts Centre from April 1 
to 4. Can it improve on the sixth place finish from two years ago? Stay tuned to improv.ca/nationals/.



3

Grade 11 Toronto Service Trip (April 2 to 4)              - P. Schuurman
                  
On Tuesday April 2, Grade 11 students in Mr. Terpstra’s Perspectives classes, Mr. Van Eerden’s English classes, 
and Mr. Feddema’s International Block class need to meet at the school at 7 a.m. to leave for the Toronto. The 
International Block team will return on Tuesday night while the rest of the students will return by 2:30 p.m. on 
Thursday April 4 (so that they can take their regular school buses home)

This trip is a required part of the curriculum for both Perspectives and English. Important information about the trip 
can be found by clicking the “Grade 11 Trip and Form” link second from the bottom in the 2018-19 Box on the right 
side of the Splash! Page.

It promises to be another memorable learning trip for our students!

Admissions 2019-20                   - P. Schuurman

Thank you to those who continue to provide good words about TDChristian to friends and neighbours. We 
are accepting admissions packages ONLY for new students to our school, from Grade 9 to 12. We know that 
TDChristian continues to exist because of God’s goodness and faithfulness. If you have any questions, please 
contact Patty Schuurman at schuurman@tdchristian.ca.

Greetings from the Membership Committee!
Are you interested in becoming a member at TDChristian High School? To learn more, come to the New Members’ 
Meeting on Tuesday, March 26 at 7:30 p.m in room 10. We will share the school’s mission, vision and focus, take 
you through TDChristian’s Identity Statement, outline how the school is run (governance and bylaws) and give 
examples of how members help make TDChristian a viable Christian institution.

During the New Members’ Meeting you will have an opportunity to share your story of learning about TDChristian. 
Prepare to be inspired! At the end, if you desire, you can speak to a board member, ask further questions and/or 
apply for membership.

For more information, click the Membership @ TDChristian link on the TDChristian Splash! Page.

If you have further questions, plan to attend or would like your name kept on file for future meetings, please reply 
to Board Administrative Assistant, Lynne Elliott, at elliott@tdchristian.ca or sign up for the 7:31 p.m. session when 
you schedule your Learning Dialogues.

Music Notes                                                                                  - K. Hayward

The annual Student Talent Show was packed with wonderful presentations. The evening included synchronized 
swimming, parkour, dance, cheer leading various musical acts and lots of opportunities for fun. Thank you to our 
MCs, Chris Hayashi and Maddie Martin, for the fantastic job they did piloting the show. We are indebted to those 
responsible for lights and sound for making everyone look and sound good.

The Ontario Christian High School Choral Festival is on May 3. More details to come in ensuing Fridge Doors.

Transportation providers are reminded that there will be no concert band rehearsals on March 19 or April 23.

If you have any questions about Music @ TDChristian, please e-mail Mr. Hayward at hayward@tdchristian.ca.

Act Five (Gap Year Program in Hamilton)                                  - W. Groot

This exciting eight month program which was started as an initiative of five Christian high schools (including 
TDChristian) and Redeemer University will have its first class starting in September 2019. If you are interested 
in applying or learning more about the program, please see actfive.ca or talk to Mr. Groot. Male students are 
especially encouraged to apply for the program.
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Guidance Corner
• University and College Tours: March break is a great time to visit the universities and colleges. Sign-up for a 

tour or attend an Open House. Students in Grades 9 to 11 can also go on tours – plan ahead and check out the 
different schools. Information is available on the school’s websites. 

• Interaction Conference at the University of Guelph for University bound grade 10 and 11 students. Spend 
April 24 or 25 on the University of Guelph campus, explore the community and learn about Guelph’s academic 
disciplines and student services. Check admission.uoguelph.ca/events for more information. 

• CEMC Workshop in Computer Science for Young Women in Grades 9 and 10. This week-long event will be 
held at the University of Waterloo from May 11 to 18. It includes introductory programming, lectures, labs and 
hands-on activities that are complemented by social activities. Past participants raved about the great time they 
had and how the workshop changed their perceptions about computer science and computer scientists. Those 
selected to attend pay a $150 registration fee, which covers the cost of travel and accommodation in residence.

Student Volunteer Opportunity
NeighbourLink North York is seeking grade 11 and 12 students who are willing and interested in participating in and 
helping with our Spring fundraiser. Grade 12 students are needed for the planning committee (starts this month) and 
grade 11 students are needed to help with the event in June. Interested? Contact Beth at 416-512-9154.  

Summer Ideas
• The Toronto and Region Conservation Authority is once again offering the Boyd Archaeological Field School 

from August 9 to 25. This two week interdisciplinary program offers a Grade 12U (IDC4U) credit and a DCO3O 
Creating Opportunities through Co-op. Days alternate between working in the field and in the classroom. Check 
trca.ca/boydfieldschool to learn more about this exciting opportunity.

• Explore! Live the Canadian experience! If you are in Grade 11 or 12, consider taking EXPLORE. This five-week 
intensive immersion program is adapted to all skill levels. It is an opportunity to travel, learn and practise your 
French while discovering a new culture. The $2800 bursary (available to all applicants) pays for most of the 
cost. You could also apply to Languages at Work, which provides opportunities to work in your host community 
following the Explore program. Check www.myexplore.ca and www.languagesatwork.ca/en.

• This summer, Redeemer University College will again be offering a one-week Intensive Summer Research 
Fellowship for high school students. Selected students will have the opportunity to research alongside some 
of Redeemer’s science faculty and undergraduate students, unpacking real-world research questions and 
contributing to different areas of study. The fellowship is open to students entering grade 11 or grade 12 in the 
fall of 2019. Up to 16 spots are available for July 29 to August 2. Application Deadline: March 31, 2019.

• Experience University this summer at Queen’s University. For more than 30 years, the Enrichment Studies 
Unit (ESU) at Queen’s University has connected students in grades 7 to 12 with challenging and inspiring 
academics alongside the dynamic learning and living environment of university life. Providing an inclusive 
and unmatched mix of opportunities, ESU makes an unmistakable difference: nurturing curiosity, fostering 
development, and enriching the potential of all students. Check www.esu.queensu.ca for more information. 

• Thinking of going abroad this summer and earning a course credit at the same time? Check out Blyth Academy 
International Summer Programs at BlythSummers.ca. or Mei International Academy at www.meiacademy.com. 

• Camp Shalom needs staff for their summer camp program! Positions include counsellors, Kitchen staff, 
maintenance staff, and lifeguards. Now is the time to apply. Check www.countrysidecamp.com for more info. 

Worldview Leadership Camp 2019
The EICC’s WORLDVIEW LEADERSHIP CAMP is designed for students ages 14-18 to help equip them to defend 
their Christian faith in the midst of the intellectual and practical challenges of our culture, to apply God’s Word to 
every sphere of life, and to direct their lives towards building a culture that loves and honours Jesus Christ. Come 
from June 30 to July 6 or August 18 to 24. For more information check out: www.ezrainstitute.ca.

The National Christian Youth Summit takes place from May 1 to 3 on Parliament Hill. Meet, worship, dialogue with 
Christian Parliamentarians, public servants, NGO representatives and ministry leaders. Walk the halls of Parliament 
and learn about the faith of Christians who desire to serve God in our nation. Join hundreds of others across the 
nation at the 54th National Prayer Breakfast and Dinner. Discover what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ 
at such a time as this. Know and believe the truth and imagine a generation transformed by it. To learn more from 
someone who attended last year, connect with Mr. Groot. Better yet, register at www.canadaprayerbreakfast.ca. 
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Falcons Perch          - C. Hoving

The Senior Girls Tier 1 Volleyball team advanced to the final of the A/AA Playoffs losing a 5 set thriller to Thornlea 
SS. Congratulations to the girls on a fantastic season. Thank you to Ms. Weening and Ms. Dibbits for coaching.

Junior Boys Basketball finished its season with the final playoff tournament. The boys won their first two games to 
advance to the final against top seed Stouffville DHS. Unfortunately the boys were unable to win settling for a well-
deserved silver medal in YRAA TIer 3. Thank you to Mr. Sjaarda and Mr. E. Vrieling for coaching.

The Junior Girls Tier 2 Volleyball team continues to show improvement despite being winless. The girls wrapped 
up their regular season play yesterday with games at Woodbridge College. Who knows maybe they won! The 
team will conclude its season after the March Break with the YRAA playoff tournament.

Badminton tryouts began this week. Students from all grades are urged to try out. Coaches Jeremy Stevens, who 
has played badminton at the college level, and Mrs. Schuurman desire more healthy competition especially in the 
at the junior levels and for the senior girls. Come out and see if you have what it takes to make the team!

Boys and Girls Soccer (Grades 9 to 12), Track and Field (Grades 9 to 12), and Junior & Senior Ultimate will begin 
tryouts during the week of March 25 to 29. Keep an eye on the announcements for more info.

The Intramural Hockey league finished off it’s season this past Friday with a one-day tournament at the CAA 
Centre. It was a great day of hockey with the Black team edging the White team in the final 3-2. Thank you to all 
the students and staff for another fun year.

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test                  - L. Kooy

On Wednesday, March 27, Grade 10 students will write the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT). New 
senior students, students who were previously eligible but have not yet written the test, and students who were 
unsuccessful on their previous attempts can also write the test. 

Preparation for this test is ongoing in all grade 10 classes this semester and senior students have been given 
individual practice packages. Any student writing the test this year may also come to After-School Homework Club 
on Tuesdays from 3 to 4:45 p.m. for extra help.

From the Art Room             - J. Tenyenhuis

Donations of old-fashioned electric pancake grills or frying pans for encaustic painting techniques are welcome.

Training Opportunity in a Skilled Trade (Grade 12 Students)
De Boer Tool in Brampton is looking to hire up to 8 people to work in its factory as CNC operators/programmers. 
The company has had success in the past hiring students right out of high school and training them. The owners 
who are Christians have reached out to TDChristian to present this as an opportunity to students who are looking 
to get into a trade and the work force after graduating from high school.  

The company believes that this is a good opportunity for motivated students who don’t have post secondary 
education plans and want to find skilled jobs that can lead to careers in the manufacturing industry. DeBoer Tool  
has an in house training program to train individuals from the ground up with no previous experience. Contact the 
guidance office for more details.

Youth Worship, Food & Fun - Orangeville CRC
Orangeville CRC is hosting a youth service on Sunday, March 24. Invitations have been sent out to churches. If 
you have any questions, please talk to Rachel Alkema. We would love to have you join us.
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RSVP TO 
MANDATORY

FAMILY
MEETING



RSVP TO 
MANDATORY

FAMILY
MEETING

PARIS, THE RIVIERA 
AND ROME

S P R I N G  2 0 2 0

Tuesday, March 26th

7:30PM 

https://france-italy-2020.eventbrite.ca

Dear Students,

I am thrilled to announce that we will be traveling to Paris, the Riviera and Rome during 
the Spring 2020 with EF Educational Tours. Learn more about this exciting opportunity at 
an information session where we’ll discuss:

• What we’ll see and do

• Safety on tour

• How to enrol

• And more

I look forward to seeing you there!



TO R O N TO  D I S T R I C T C H R I S T I A N  H I G H  S C H O O L I S  G O I N G  TO

RVSP TO 
mcate@tdchristian.ca
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