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Nota Bene            - W. Groot                                          
Last week, June Tenyenhuis shared ideas from an essay written by C.S. Lewis entitled, “The Abolition of Man.” In it, 
according to James M. Watkins, “Lewis argues that the spirit of modern scientific inquiry treats the natural world merely 
as an object open to human technique and manipulation” (Watkins 8). June’s point is that we can see and know God 
through nature, his creation, and therefore what we do with it says something about who we are and how we relate to 
the Creator. This is in line with what I learned while a teenager, “Religion is humankind’s response to God as he reveals 
himself in Creation and in the Bible.”  

At Christmas, we have the 
intersection of the Crea-
tor and the created. Jesus 
Christ is miraculously born 
– fully human, fully God. We 
read it in the Bible; it hap-
pened in real life. Amazing! 
How we handle that truth 
and function in God’s Crea-
tion should inform what we 
say and do, as well as how 
we say and do it.

More importantly, it points 
to a key reason for the 
existence of Christian 
schools. We are “earth-
keepers.” In learning, we 
must remember that we are 
dealing with and working 
in God’s Creation. How we 
respond to and respect it 
speaks to who we are.

We  are prone to forget the 
importance of earthkeeping 
when learning and doing 

science, technology, engineering and mathematics. The Creator calls us to be faithful in the World and with his Word.

From all of us, at TDChristian, we wish you a wonderful Christmas time and a great start to 2019! May you know and 
experience the nearness and goodness of God, whatever your circumstances.

Source: Watkins, J. M. (2015). Andy Goldsworthy and the opacity of nature. SEEN Journal, XV(1), 8-9. 
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Holiday Greetings from the TDChristian Board!     - Peggy Raspa, Board Secretary

We had a wonderful time sharing a little bit about one another as we welcomed the two newest board members, 
Liz Blaauwendraat and Rodney Falconer to our team’s most recent meeting on December 6. Knowing more about 
each other; what we do, what inspires us, what frustrates us, and what talents, abilities and background we bring 
to the table helps the Board work more cohesively.

The Board continues to focus on the big picture, praying and discussing how best to set TDChristian’s course for 
the next 5 to 10 years. In the short term, we are supporting Project 20/20 and determining best uses/opportunities 
for 325 Woodbridge. Our plan is to bless the community of Woodbridge and generate income for TDChristian.

Specific areas of concern include how to encourage greater participation/attendance at TDChristian Membership 
meetings and stimulating involvement in and the continuation of the Chapters. They have provided substantial 
support financially and through prayer, for many years. Please participate. You are valued; partner with us!

We are reminded again that all we need comes from Him, and that He is faithful to provide as we wait patiently on 
Him. Be blessed this Christmas season as you celebrate the greatest gift of all, our Lord Jesus Christ.

Winter Open House and Celebrations of Learning
Thursday, January 10 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm 
Both current and prospective TDChristian parents and guardians are invited to celebrate our students’ learning 
by observing, admiring, discussing, and examining projects and assignments and then listening to student 
presentations in various areas. It is a great evening for anyone who wants to see what “learning for service in the 
light of God’s word” can include. Current families can earn 2 volunteer hours for attending. 

Whether you are a a first-time visitor or a familiar face, know that you are welcome to join us for this evening. 
We have warm refreshments, friendly staff and an optional tour for those who would like to learn more about our 
school. We begin at 6:30 pm and have a short program at 7 pm. For those who wish a quick walk through the 
building, please show up at 6:15 pm. After the program, sit in on student presentations of your choice and connect 
with TDChristian staff members.

If you have any questions, please e-mail Patty Schuurman at schuurman@tdchristian.ca

Presto Cards – Update from the TTC 
While we (TTC) had hoped to distribute the PRESTO cards prior to the holiday break, the delivery has been 
postponed until the new year.

This decision may have a direct impact on students between the ages of 13 to 19 who used to purchase a Student 
Metropass and who may have wanted to add a TTC Monthly Pass or 12-Month Pass on a PRESTO card starting 
in January, given that Metropasses have been discontinued.

While we (TTC) regret not being able to get free PRESTO cards to your students before the end of this year, we 
have extended the sales window of the January monthly pass to January 8 should a student wish to purchase a 
pass regardless of the pending complimentary card.

PRESTO cards and monthly passes are available for sale at Fare Vending Machines at subway stations, at 
Shoppers Drug Mart locations, online at prestocard.ca and at the TTC’s Customer Service Centre above Davisville 
Station. Cards do cost $6 if students choose this option and youths will be required to show government issued 
identification, such as a driver’s license, passport, Ontario Photo Card, or birth certificate, at Shoppers Drug Mart 
or the TTC’s Customer Service Centre to have a youth fare type applied to their PRESTO card. Youths between 
the ages of 16 to 19 need to carry their high school photo identification, driver’s license or Ontario Photo Card with 
them when travelling on the TTC. Children 12 and under will continue to ride the TTC for free. 

A revised distribution schedule is being finalized and more information will be shared in following Fridge Doors.
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Praise & Petition                                                           - E. Dengerink/M. Laswick

As we begin our two week Christmas Break, we pray for safe travels, particularly for our international students 
who may be returning home as well as for students who are far away from home and will stay in Canada. We look 
forward to meaningful celebrations as families and church communities gather. We rejoice in the knowledge that 
God is present with us, Immanuel, wherever we are and whatever joys and sadness this Christmas time holds.

Many Grade 12 students are in the midst of making decisions about where or whether to apply to community 
college or university next year. It can be a stressful and exciting time. Please remember them in your prayers.

The Building Permit for the second Phase of Project 20/20 is ready. We praise God for this development. Please 
continue to pray for the Campaign as funds continue to be collected.

Jennifer McMillan, Aaron’s mom, has been struggling with serious health issues that effect both her heart and 
lungs. This, of course, results in fatigue and lack of energy. She has to stay off her feet. Please pray for patience, 
for good results from recent tests and, mostly, for complete healing.

It’s cold and flu season: a number of our students have not been feeling well. Please pray for good health for all 
students and staff especially during the holidays. 

Second Semester Courses and Change Requests 
Most second semester classes can be viewed in Edsby by clicking on “Classes” on the left hand side of the 
student screen, and then selecting “Future Classes” from the drop down menu. Students who wish to make course 
change requests should have a parent or guardian email schedules@tdchristian.ca. 

Note: Course Selections for 2019-20 will begin early in second semester and will conclude before March Break. 
Students interested in taking a fifth year should contact Mr. Groot as there is a way to do so at half-price tuition.

From the Finance Department        - M. Cate

This is a reminder from the finance office that tuition payments and donations to the school need to be in the mail
by Dec. 31, 2018 in order to qualify for a 2018 tax receipt. This includes funds for trips to Belize and Dominican
Republic during March Break 2019. Cheques received in 2019 will be put towards the 2019 tax receipt.

Grade 11 Mentorship                      - S. Van Eerden

The next mentorship assignment is called Get-to-Know Your Mentor and it is due on Wednesday, January 9. Please 
keep that in mind, as it is coming up quickly after the holidays are done. If you are planning to do your mentorship 
placement over the holidays, please read the assignments related to the Mentorship Presentation and Journal. If 
you have any questions, please contact Mr. Van Eerden at vaneerden@tdchristian.ca.

Music Notes                                                                                  - K. Hayward

Thanks to all who came and shared a “Night of Wonder” at our annual Christmas concert. The audience was 
wonderfully supportive! 

Ascension, the Grade 9 band, the Concert Band, choir, Jazz band and soloists, are all to be congratulated for their 
fine contributions. Special thanks to Abby Scholten, Ben Reid, Celeste Antignani, Sarah Girgenti, and Kathryn 
Parenteau for their contributions to the night. Thank you also to staff, students and parent volunteers for the hours 
of work that went into presenting and supporting each presentation.

Choir and Band students are reminded that all their work, including their reflective assignments, are due on or 
before tomorrow, Thurs., Dec. 20 and should be handed to Mr. Hayward in the Music room or submitted to Edsby.

Tomorrow morning, the final evaluations for Grades 10 & 12 band students will be completed. After that, band  is 
done for the semester. Choir and band are done for this semester and will begin again on Tues., Feb. 5.  
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Falcons Perch          - C. Hoving

The Senior Girls Tier 1 Volleyball team has one win and five losses in YRAA play. It continues with matches this 
evening at ESC Renaissance. The girls participated in two tournaments over the last two weeks, advancing to the 
finals at St. Jean de Brebeuf and losing in the quarter finals at Richmond Hill HS.

The Senior Girls Tier 2 Volleyball team has two wins and six losses in YRAA play after finishing their games before 
the Christmas break this past Monday. At the St. Jean de Brebeuf CHS tournament, the team finished on the 
consolation side while at the Alexander Mackenzie HS Tournament last Friday it advanced to the semi-finals.

The Junior Boys Basketball team is second in their YRAA league with four wins and two losses after losing a close 
game to Emily Carr SS on Monday. The boys play at home tonight against Holy Cross.

The Senior Boys Basketball teams is also second in its YRAA league with three wins and two losses. The team’s last 
game before Christmas is today at home against Holy Cross which beat them in a close game earlier this season.

We are still looking to hire a parent, guardian or alumnus to help with refereeing some afternoon intramural hockey 
games. If you are interested, please email Mr. Eric Vrieling at hockey@tdchristian.ca.

TDChristian Falcons Hockey
TDChristian students will be playing an exhibition junior hockey game 
against Cuyahoga Valley Christian Academy on Tuesday, January 8, 
2019 at the CAA Centre (formerly Powerade Centre) in Brampton (575 
Kennedy Road South, L6W 4T2). We have played exhibition games 
against CVCA, a Christian high school team from the state of Ohio that 
travels to Southern Ontario every other year since 2011.

Families, friends, students and teachers are invited to the game to 
cheer on the participants! Pre-game festivities, which begin at 3:00 p.m., 
include the singing of our national anthems. The game itself begins 
around 3:15 p.m. 

We hope to see you there as it is usually a time of fun and camaraderie.

Guidance Corner                       - E. Dengerink

University and College: Students who are applying to Ontario University and College should be in the process of 
completing their applications. See below for important details

The Ontario University Application Centre advises: “To reduce the chance of delays and slower online response 
times, encourage your university-bound students to complete and submit their 101 application well in advance of the 
January 16, 2019, deadline.” Students who have not completed their applciations,  should do so ASAP!

The College deadline is February 1, 2019 for students who wish to receive equal consideration. Students who are 
applying for a highly competitive program, should be sure to apply well before the deadline.
 
Students applying outside of Ontario or to Christian Universities or Colleges will be filling out separate applications. 
Please notify your guidance counsellor if you are applying to a private university or Bible college, or if you are 
applying out of the province of Ontario.

Students applying to post-secondary programs that need a portfolio or an Additional Information Application should 
check the program websites carefully for deadlines so as to ensure all information is done in time.

ACTFIVE: To learn more about this exciting new Christian fifth-year/gap year program in Hamilton, check actfive.ca 
or follow it on Instagram at #actfive.ruc.

Exhibition Hockey Game

Tuesday, January 8, 2019
3 pm pre-game • 3:15 pm puck drop

The CAA (formerly Powerade) Centre
575 Kennedy Road South

Brampton   L6W 4T2

vs
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FIFTH YEAR at TDChristian: Develop your talents, gifts and abilities in drama, music, art, athletics, science, 
math, STEM, English or MORE. Interested students (or parents/guardians) should contact Mr. Groot. Students 
who volunteer as student assistants in each semester, get half-price tuition. Every year, there are students who 
stay who grow in great ways and positively impact the school.

Summer Options!  

Students in Grade 11 or 12, consider taking EXPLORE. This five-week intensive immersion program is adapted 
to all skill levels. It is an opportunity to travel, learn and practise your French while discovering a new culture. The 
$2200 bursary (available to all applicants) pays for most of the cost. Students can also apply to Languages at 
Work, which provides opportunities to work in your host community following the Explore program. Websites to 
check are www.myexplore.ca and www.languagesatwork.ca/en

YOUTH EXPLORE is a three-week intensive French-immersion program is offered during the summer for people 
with any skill level in French. Explore (ages 13 to 15) participants are awarded a place and funding which covers 
tuition fees for the course, instructional materials, meals, and accommodation. Students discover another region 
of Canada while learning French in classes adapted to their language levels. Check www.myexplore.ca for more 
information. 

SUMMER SCHOOL ABROAD: Thinking of going abroad this summer and earning a course credit at the same 
time? Check out Blyth Academy International Summer Programs at BlythSummers.ca. or MEI International 
Academy at www.meiacademy.com. 

McGill Summer Academy 2019: From July 7 to 20 and/or July 21 to August 3, students in grades 10 and 11 from 
across the world will have the opportunity to participate in classes, workshops, and social activities introducing 
them to university life, McGill, and Montréal. Students will stay in a McGill Residence! 
  
Students are invited to submit their applications online from January 17 to February 7, 2019. 
 
To learn more about the McGill Summer Academy refer to www.mcgill.ca/summeracademy/ and join our mailing 
list to receive updates on the 2019 program.

Volunteer Opportunity: During the School Day on January 18 or 22 
The Resource Department is looking for parent or guardian volunteers to be scribes for students during their 
exams or final evaluations. This would entail verbatim writing and reading of exam questions and answers. 
Opportunities can be made available in the morning and/or afternoon of Friday January 18 and Tuesday January 
22. Please email Laura Kooy at kooy@tdchristian.ca for more details or questions and to volunteer.

Fetal Pig Dissection     
Grade 11 U Biology has their Fetal Pig Dissections, January 7-11.

March Break 2020 Information Meeting
We are once again working with EF Tours and planning a trip to Paris, The French Riviera and Italy!  Currently, the 
trip is open to students who will be in grade 11 or 12 during the 2019-20 school year.  The invitation to travel with us 
is also extended to you as parents.

The information meeting will be on Thursday January 10, 2019 at 7:30pm where we will cover all the details of the 
trip as well as answer all your questions (please note the change in time).  Please RSVP to Ms. Cate (mcate@
tdchristian.ca) by Dec 21/18.
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FINAL EVALUATIONS SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 2019 
 
All students: 
Wednesday, January 16 – Last regular school day for first semester. 
Thursday, January 17 – Study Day – students may not come to school. No buses. 
Monday, January 21 – Study Day – only students with permission may come to school. No buses. 
 
Grade 9: 
Friday, January 18:  
9:40 to 11:55 a.m. Period 1 Classes: Geography, French, or Science 
 
12:45 to 2:55 p.m. Period 2 Classes: STEM (Day 2), Art (Day 2), Music (Day 1: first part, Day 2: second part), 
Drama (Day 1: first part, Day 2: second part) 
 
Tuesday, January 22: 
9:40 to 11:55 a.m. Period 3 Classes: Math or PE 
 
12:45 to 2:55 p.m. Period 4 Classes: Geography, French, English, or English/Learning Strategies, ESL 
 
Grades 10 to 12: 
Friday, January 18:  
9:40 to 11:55 a.m. Period 1 Classes (Note: Some grade 12 final evaluations may go from 8:55 to 11:40 a.m.) 
 
12:45 to 2:55 p.m. Period 2 Classes (Note: Some grade 12 final evaluations may go from 12:15 to 2:55 p.m.) 
 
Tuesday, January 22: 
9:40 to 11:55 a.m. Period 3 Classes (Note: some grade 12 final evaluations may begin at 8:55 to 11:40 a.m.) 
 
12:45 to 2:55 p.m. Period 4 Classes (Note: some grade 12 final evaluations may begin at 12:15 to 2:55 p.m.) 
 
Notes for ALL students: 

1. Students must remain in the class for the entire time. 
2. All courses have final evaluations. Courses that do not have scheduled time during the final evaluation 

days will complete final evaluations during or as part of regularly scheduled classes. 
3. Students must pay all monies owed the school including library, textbook and athletic fines before 

writing final evaluations. 
4. If school is cancelled for any reason, final evaluations will be moved to the next available week day 

including a Monday, if Friday is a snow day. 
5. Students who have a spare or supervised spare are expected to work quietly in the library or other 

empty supervised room unless they come in later or leave early. 
6. The assumption is that all students will attend their scheduled final evaluations at the stated times. 

Exceptions for educational reasons must be requested through the Resource Department and have 
administrative approval. All other exceptions must be approved by Mr. Groot. Please contact him in 
person or e-mail groot@tdchristian.ca. 

7. The days from Wednesday, January 23 to Tuesday, January 29 are “turn around days” between 
semesters. They are also possible Mentorship placement days for Grade 11 students. There is no 
school on these days. Second semester begins on Wednesday, January 30 for all students.  

From the Library       - J. Knibbe

Please note that students must return all library books and course textbooks before final evaluations. For example, if 
you have a textbook for your period one class (in the morning on the first final evaluations day, January 18), you must 
return the textbook that morning at the latest, in order to participate in your final evaluations. Please return all books to 
your teachers or the school library by Tuesday, January 15. If you have lost your book or it has sustained a great deal of 
damage, you will be asked to pay for the book’s replacement cost. If you have questions about this process, please talk 
to your teachers or the librarian.
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