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Nota Bene         - W. Groot

It is a time of transition, once again. Mrs. Schuurman and I are conducting New Family Interviews. We are impressed, 
humbled and encouraged by the stories of our incoming students and families, their desire for TDChristian High School 
education and willingness to partner with us in the task of learning for service in the light of God’s word. The first Learning 
Reports for this semester were posted in Edsby yesterday. The first set of Learning Dialogues are on Tuesday, March 20.

Speaking of transitions, March Break is upon us. Spring Equinox 2018 in Northern Hemisphere will be at 9:15 a.m. on our 
first day back, Tuesday, March 20. We leave in winter and begin again in spring. We are also planning the transition to 
2018-19, as students complete course selections and we make plans for next year. Most Grade 12 students are thinking 
of transitions to life after high school. We are excited that some are returning to continue learning and contributing to our 
community. It is exciting as we are reminded of the rhythms of school and the faithfulness of God as we experience them.

For many, March Break is a time of holidays – as it will be for the TDChristian European Trip group that will visit, among 
other places, Prague, Berlin, and the Alps. Some are relaxing or working at home, like myself and many staff members. 
Others will be involved in service trips or volunteering including the Grade 12 Belize Trip and the Grade 11/12 Dominican 
Republic Trip. Whatever you do or wherever you go, may you know of God’s love, guidance, blessings and goodness! 

Learning Dialogues
Parents/Guardians and homestay parents can now book their Learning Dialogues for the March 27 session. Log on to 
www.schoolinterviews.ca and use the event code: 2gzh9. The final set of Learning Dialogues is scheduled for Thursday, 
May 3. We will open bookings for them in April.

Praise & Petition          - E. Dengerink/M. Laswick

During the March Break, please pray for safety and a meaningful time of “rest” from school for all, whether going far or 
staying near. The following groups will be out of the country: Rachael Weening, three chaperones, and 17 students leave 
for a service trip in the Dominican Republic on Thursday morning; 12 students accompanied by Marg Laswick, Evelyn and 
Rod Dengerink who leave on a service trip to Belize on Saturday; and Meg Cate, Tim Buwalda, and Elaine Roorda who 
are leading a group of 15 students and adults to discover Europe on Friday.

Course Selection Sheets     - M. Heinbuch

Signed course selection sheets were due in the office last week. Parents, guardians or homestays of students who have 
yet to hand in their sheets were emailed today (Wednesday). Please ensure signed sheets make their way to Marg in the 
office tomorrow. Grade 12 students who are returning for a fifth year or an extra semester should also complete course 
selections in My Blueprint
.

A reminder that our last school 
day this week is Thursday, March 
8 and our first day back at school 
is Tuesday, March 20.
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Grade 11 Service Trip        - S. VanEerden

The Grade 11 Service Trip is fast approaching. From Tuesday, April 3 to Thursday, April 5, students in Grade 11 
English, New Testament, and Internship Block will travel to downtown Toronto to learn about the city and to serve 
as volunteers. On Tuesday, students and teachers meet at the school at 7 a.m. to take a bus downtown. On 
Thursday, students will be back at school in time to take their buses home. Please ensure that permission forms 
have been handed in to the office.

Greetings from the Membership Committee! 
Are you interested in becoming a member at TDChristian High School?  To learn more, come to the New 
Members’ Meeting on Tuesday, March 27 at 7:30 p.m in room 10. We will share some of the school’s history since 
its inception in 1963, take you through TDChristian’s Identity Statement, outline how the school is run (governance 
and bylaws) and give examples of how members help make TDChristian a viable Christian institution. Following or 
during the New Members’ Meeting you will have an opportunity to share your story of learning about TDChristian. 
At the end, you can speak to a board member, ask further questions and/or apply to for membership, if desired.

For more information, click the Membership @ TDChristian link on the TDChristian Splash! Page.

If you have further questions, plan to attend or would like your name kept on file for future meetings, please reply 
to Board Administrative Assistant, Lynne Elliott, at elliott@tdchristian.ca.

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test
On Tuesday, April 10, Grade 10 students in Ontario write the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT). 
New senior students, students who were previously eligible but have not yet written the test, and students who 
were unsuccessful on previous attempts may also write. Preparation for this test has been on going in all grade 10 
classes this semester and senior students were given individual practice packages last week. Students writing the 
test this year may also come to After-School Homework Club on Tuesdays from 3 to 5 p.m. for practice or help.

Volunteer Opportunity
Parent or guardian volunteers are needed to assist as scribes on Tuesday, April 10 for the Ontario Secondary 
School LIteracy Test. Please contact Laura Kooy (kooy@tdchristian.ca) if you are interested.

Music Notes                                                                                  - K. Hayward

The annual Talent Show was a huge success! Thank you to Ms. Bauer, the Business Leadership class and those 
responsible for lights and sound for their amazing work.

Choir students and parents are reminded of the following events:
• April 27 – The City Youth Gospel Project at York University
• May 4 – The Ontario Christian High School Choral Festival in Grimsby
Only a limited number of choir students will be able to attend each event, so students are encouraged to sign up 
as soon as possible. 

Band parents and transportation providers are reminded that there will be no Concert Band rehearsals on March 
20 or April 3

If you have any questions about Music @ TDChristian, please e-mail Mr. Hayward at hayward@tdchristian.ca.

Focus Day Class Trips
On Focus Day 2, April 3, Grade 9 students will be going to the McMichael Art Gallery for most of the day. Two 
chaperones are needed (for volunteer points). Please message Ms Tenyenhuis if this works for you.
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Guidance                          - E. Dengerink

March Break Tours: Take advantage of campus tours of colleges and universities during the March Break. Check 
the websites for dates and times.

Community College and University Applicants should check university and community college emails, mail 
and websites for information on scholarship deadlines, personal information forms, auditions and mandatory 
information sessions. Missing a deadline may mean missing an opportunity to be accepted to a program of choice. 
Students should make sure they set up an account with each school to which they applied to in order to get all the 
information needed to make decisions by the provided deadlines. 

Grade 10 and 11 Students: The Interaction Conference at the University of Guelph for is for grade 10 and 
11 students interested in university. Spend April 25 or 26 on the University of Guelph campus exploring the 
community and learning about academic disciplines and student services. Check admission.uoguelph.ca/events 
for more information.

Summer Ideas
•  The Toronto and Region Conservation Authority is offering the Boyd Archaeological Field School in the 

summer of 2018. It is scheduled for August 10 to 26. This two week interdisciplinary program offers a Grade 
12U (IDC4U) credit. Days alternate between working in the field and in the classroom. If you would like to 
know more about this exciting opportunity, check www.boydfieldschool.org.

•  Camp Shalom needs staff for its summer camp program! Positions include counsellors, maintenance and 
kitchen staff, and lifeguards. Check www.countrysidecamp.com.

•  Muskoka Bible Centre needs staff for its summer programs. Check steppingstones.muskokabiblecentre.com 
for more information. 

• Camp Widjiitiwin also has summer work opportunities for students. Make a difference this summer! Apply to 
mycamp.ca/work-at-widji

•  Christian Horizons Family Retreat needs volunteers from August 26 to 31, 2018. The retreat is a unique 
opportunity for families living with disability to enjoy a vacation together in a safe, fun and rejuvenating 
atmosphere. Connect with families who live with disability while being encouraged by the Word of God through 
teaching, worship, and fellowship. Check out https://www.christian-horizons.org/what-we-do/family-camp for 
more information. 

Athletics           - C. Hoving

Our winter sports are just about at the end with early spring sports right around the corner.

The Junior Girls Tier 2 team finished its regular season at 2-8 and will have the final playoff tournament tomorrow 
at Thornlea Secondary School. Thank you to Mrs. Dengerink for coaching and helping the girls transition to high 
school volleyball.

The Senior Girls Volleyball team advanced to the semi finals of league play before losing in four sets to runner 
up Thornlea Secondary School. Congratulations to the girls on a great year and thank you to Ms. Weening for 
coaching.

Badminton tryouts continue this week for the Junior and Senior teams. There will be more after the break. Girls in 
Grades 9 and 10 are encouraged to try out!

Tryouts for the following teams will take place the week of March 26 to 30. All tryouts will take place at the Ontario 
Soccer Centre at 7601 Martin Grove Rd, Woodbridge, ON. Coaches will arrange ways for students to get to the 
Centre safely. Unless otherwise noted, students should be picked up from the Centre at the end of the tryout.
• Ultimate (Junior and Senior taking place together) on Monday, March 26 (3:30 - 5:00 p.m.) and Wednesday, 

March 28 (3:30 - 5:00 p.m.)
• Boys Varsity Soccer (Grades 9 - 12) on Tuesday, March 27 (3:30 - 5:00 p.m.) and Thursday, March 29 (3:30 - 

5:00 p.m.)
• Girls Varsity Soccer (Grades 9 - 12) on Monday, March 26 (3:30 - 5:00 p.m.) and Wednesday, March 28 

(7:00 - 8:30 a.m.)
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Donations
The Art room needs donations of playing cards. Incomplete sets are welcome!

Plan Ahead! Canadian Battlefields Tour 2019
Another Canadian Battlefields Tour of northwestern Europe, is planned for March Break 2019. It will be TDChristian’s 
fifth such tour. It is a fabulous opportunity to experience some of what was sacrificed by Canadians to defend 
and liberate European nations from tyranny and oppression in the two world wars. Ms. Alice Vanderkooy, Mr. 
Richard Vanderkloet and Mr. David Robinson will be leading the trip organized by EF Tours. The journey begins in 
Amsterdam and concludes in Paris.

Student applicants should be in Grade 10 or higher next year. The invitation to travel is also extended to parents and 
guardians. As there are limited seats on the trip, our upcoming meeting on Tuesday, March 27 at 7pm is mandatory 
for all those who have signed on as well as any who may be interested in traveling. At that time we will cover all the 
details of the trip as well as answering questions or addressing concerns.

Contact Alice Vanderkooy at alicevanderkooy@gmail.com to indicate your attendance and/or your interest. Doing so 
will allow us to ensure that we have enough materials for everyone attending.

Please note that the meeting is on the same evening as the first set of Learning Dialogues so that you can schedule 
them before the meeting. We hope to see you there! If you are interested, but absolutely cannot attend, please 
contact Alice Vanderkooy ASAP.

For trip information click the Canadian Battlefields Trip 2019 link on the TDChristian Splash page.

Upcoming Reunions
The Class of 2008 celebrates its 10 Year Reunion on Saturday, May 5 at 7:30 pm in the TDChristian High School 
Atrium. Tell your friends and enjoy getting together to share stories and see each other again! 

If you are part of the Class of ‘91, ‘92, ‘93, you are invited to a 25 Year Reunion on Saturday, May 5 at 7:30 pm, 
in the Commons. Check out the Facebook invitation and plan on coming out for a great evening of strolling down 
memory lane. 

Any questions about either reunion? Contact Patty Schuurman at schuurman@tdchristian.ca or 905-851-1772 x203.

Interested in a 40 Year Reunion? Contact William Groot (Class of ‘78) at groot@tdchristian.ca. Who knows what 
may happen?!


