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“In our 58th year of Christian Education”

PraisePraise Praise
& Resilience

  his issue has two themes. First,  
  we are full of praise that our  
  brand-new building expansion,  
  Project 20/20, will be open in a 
few weeks. Who knows what these new 
spaces for gathering, presentation, and 
collaboration will inspire in our future 
students? 
 Second, students and staff (and  
parents!) are becoming ever more  
resilient as we go through this unusual 
season of school under the restrictions  
of Covid-19. It may be a different year, 
but teens are still teens and teachers are 
still teachers; exciting learning and plenty 
of fun is still going on every day.
 Of course, our praise and resilience 
both point to the same source, our  
bedrock: a loving God who walks  
alongside us through the mountaintops 
and the valleys. As a school, what a  
learning experience to be encountering 
both at exactly the same time!

www.tdchristian.ca
Project 20/20 facade completion
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W  e know we have a greater   
  community of alumni,  
  supporters, and friends that  
  are all part of the TDChristian 
story. Project 20/20 is the story’s next chapter. 
On page 4, we hope you accept our invitation 
for you and your family to see it in person on  
a safe and physically distanced private tour.P
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Students jumping with expansion joy!
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PraisePraise Praise & Resilience
  roject 20/20 construction is now over  
  95% complete! We are on the brink  
  of moving into and utilizing the new  
  space. Our community continues to be  
  an incredible blessing to TDChristian 
by giving time, donating money, and offering prayers. 
Our campaign has reached just over $3.32 million, the 
most TDChristian has ever raised! The Giving Catalogue 
initiative has resulted in over $90,000 worth of items 
to enhance the interior of the new parts of the build-
ing and the learning that will happen there. The STEM 
Space now has a new 3D printer and a Cricut machine 
through Giving Catalogue donors. Thank you! 
 Given the construction costs and the pandemic, 
however, the school will likely end up with a loan  
of $4.5 million. Therefore, although the construction  
is nearly complete, the campaign will continue! 
 Ecclesiastes 7:8 reminds us that “the end of a  
matter is better than its beginning, and patience is 
better than pride.” So, let us move forward with  
endurance, perseverance, and patience to finish 
strong. We are counting on you, our faithful  
supporting community; while the need is great,  
God is greater. He has given us a past, a present,  
and a future. Together, let’s finish strong.
 Please prayerfully consider giving or giving again 
to Project 20/20. Now is a great time!

  n 1974, my Grade 8 friend Martin Gazendam and I volunteered at TDCH,  
  under the guidance of school parent and bus driver Mr. Post, to help make  
  donated metal lockers usable. More lockers were necessary, as in 1972  
  the school had grown by four classrooms—its first expansion.
   As enrolment continued to increase rapidly, 1974 saw a second expansion:  
a commons room, library, art room, staffroom, and two classrooms were added.  
As part of the incoming Grade 9 class, I found it invigorating. The expansion was 
wonderful, providing open spaces, new opportunities for learning, and places  
to gather; community was already an important element of education at  
TDChristian. It was a privilege to be in the first class to enjoy the expanded  
facilities for four years.
 Three more significant expansions followed, each bringing increased  
opportunities for learning and community. To see how the building has changed 
over time, see the @TD of November 2009.
•	 In	1987,	TDChristian	expanded	its	programs	through	the	addition	of	a	 

music room, a shop, and a larger gym with an expansive stage.
•	 In	2001,	a	larger	commons	room,	a	computer	lab,	a	new	main	office,	an	 

Environmental Block room, and an IT hub gave a boost to TDChristian.  
Students now had quick and reliable access to a plethora of computers.  
Our video and Environmental Block programs soon followed as block  
education was introduced. 

•	 Project	2010	included	four	large	upstairs	science	rooms,	a	spacious	atrium	with	
new library, an expanded art room, and a large English/media room. Our  
talented, passionate, and dedicated teachers were able to take science to a 
whole new level—literally and curricularly. Photography, the Notice anthology, 
Earth and Space Science, Engineering Block, and Robotics ensued. The spaces 
helped establish presentations as a staple of learning at TDChristian. 

•	 In	the	past	ten	years	we’ve	added	the	Black	Box,	enhanced	the	shop,	built	
 a PE office, and expanded the music room. 

 This brings us to Project 20/20. Because of the foresight of our previous principal 
Ren Siebenga and active board members, TDChristian was able to purchase the 
adjacent fire hall in 2012 with the proviso that we build a theatre space. More  
dreaming and planning ensued.
 In a few short weeks we’ll be opening the doors to a stunning and functional 
front entrance area, a large, flexible presentation centre, a spacious learning 
commons, an improved STEM space, and more!
 I am particularly excited about the learning commons, as it will provide quiet 
study places and opportunities for reflection and focus in a supportive and calm 
environment. Finally, as a learning bonus, we have the Fire Hall Experiential 
Learning Centre opening soon, which will house Fire Hall Thrift. It too will impact 
and enhance our students’ learning. 
 As in the past, we continue to take steps forward in faith. Together, we at 
TDChristian will determine how to use the new spaces in meaningful and  
significant ways for learning, connection, presentations, pondering, and growth. 
 We are thankful that God has used many people, like you, to make this a 
reality. We are thrilled to soon be opening the new spaces to our current 392 
students and to many more future ones. As TDChristian has grown and expanded, 
we experience over and over again that God is our Rock (Matthew 7:24,25), 
our school’s Firm Foundation!

  n March 12, our entire school was excitedly counting down the last  
  few hours before the start of March Break. We had no idea we’d be  
  spending the remaining 57 school days learning remotely. 
   Teachers had little time to adapt but quickly found innovative  
  ways to enfold, engage, and empower students. Students also had 
to pivot to the new normal, including classes over Zoom and finding the self-
discipline and motivation to keep on top of their studies from home. For the most 
part, they did very well. Some struggled more than others; our staff did our best 
to reach out to them and keep them connected.
 By the end of June, after months of remote classes, 50+ daily video assemblies,  
a virtual Grandparents’ Day, and a graduation ceremony on YouTube (1800 
views!), we could finally rest. Except, of course, for our Leadership Team. They  
had September to worry about!
 This school year, countless hours, ideas, and iterations went into creating a plan 
to bring students back to 377 Woodbridge for safe, in-person learning five days a 
week. Here are some plan highlights:
•	 The	year	is	divided	into	four	quarters;	to	help	with	distancing,	students	take	

just one class in the morning and one in the afternoon. 
•	 Students	are	in	cohorts	of	around	15	in-person	learners	each;	each	cohort	

stays together throughout the day, even at lunch and on breaks. 
•	 There	are	26	cohorts	placed	throughout	the	school;	students	and	cohorts	are	

physically distanced from each other as much as possible.
•	 Many	procedures	have	been	implemented	for	sanitizing,	handwashing,	
 mask-wearing, physical distancing, etc. 
•	 Students	are	dismissed	daily	at	1:45	pm	and	do	a	segment	of	their	schoolwork	

at home. This gives them a respite from wearing masks and distancing.
•	 Not	all	of	our	learners	are	able	to	join	us	in	person.	About	8%	of	our	students	

are joining classes remotely and in real time via Zoom—from across the GTA 
and as far away as China, Nigeria, and Hong Kong!

 The students have responded to this new mode of school remarkably well. 
While wearing masks and physically distancing from one’s friends is difficult, 
there’s a real spirit of cooperation and adaptation. 
 There are also some surprising positives: in general, students really like having 
only two courses to focus on at a time; even though classes are longer, they 
don’t drag. Students also tell us that the smaller cohorts make for a friendlier 
atmosphere among classmates and allow them more one-on-one time with their 
teachers. And the earlier dismissal time is a universal hit!
 We hope and pray that we don’t have to go back to full remote learning, but 
we are already practising and preparing just in case. No matter what new  
challenges may arise, we are confident that our students and staff will rise to  
meet them. It’s a lesson in resilience. 

Finishing Strong!
By Leanne Fernhout, 
Campaign Fundraising Coordinator

Building and learning
by William Groot

AdApting and learning
By Tim Buwalda

“We have fun in 
Math, which is 
something I never 
really thought could 
happen. I’m also in 
STEM class and  
I like that we’re 
building things  
using software and 
the laser cutter.”  
 

 Emily Repetski, 9

“I prefer the  
quadmesters over 
semesters. I’m not 
as stressed over 
schoolwork. And I 
like being here. It’s 
so nice to be able  
to see all the people 
I missed.” 
 

 Mikka Ward, 12

“The classes may be 
two hours long but 
they’re really fun 
and we’re always 
learning stuff.” 
 

 Marco Cesario, 9
“I’m definitely  
interested in 
what’s to come.  
I would like to see 
full reclining seats 
in the new theatre, 
as long as it doesn’t 
affect my tuition.” 

 Ryan Li, 12

“For me, the  
outside of the 
school now looks 
like it should be  
in a movie. It’s  
beautiful.”
 Sarita Mejia-Gomez,  
 10

“I’m excited for 
the new theatre. It 
sounds really cool 
for presentations 
and things like 
that.” 
 Ellie Soh, 11

“I’m excited to see 
the new spaces. 
The school can 
definitely use  
the new learning 
commons; it’ll be 
great for people to 
get extra help.” 
 Avery Hollander, 10

“I’m pretty  
excited. The design 
of the outside of 
the building is  
so modern and 
new. It really  
represents 2020.  
I think the  
presentation  
centre is going 
to be really good 
for drama and 
events.” 

 Dylan Singh, 12

“…God is greater.  
He has given us a past, 
a present, and a  
future. Together, let’s 
finish strong.“

“The students have responded to 
this new mode of school remarkably 
well. While wearing masks and 
physically distancing from one’s 
friends is difficult, there’s a real 
spirit of cooperation and 
adaptation.”

Photography students at work in the Learning Commons

Completed southeast facade, September 2020OIP
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For further information on 
TDChristian, please contact  
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TDChristian
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Attention Alumni!
Please keep us posted 
regarding reunions, 
marriages, births, career 
moves, and any other 
important milestones. Simply 
email alumni@tdchristian.ca. 

• Marriages
•	 Dan Kooy	(17)	and		
	 Victoria Stewart	(17)		
	 on	July	25,	2020.

•	 Jason Kooy	(14)	and		
	 Sierra Van Zeumeren	(15)		
	 on	August	8,	2020.

•	 Jesse Hudson	(16)	and		
	 Amanda Vander Schaaf		
	 (16)	on	August	15,	2020.

•	 Shelby Contos	(09)		
	 and	Craig	Nelson	on		
	 September	25,	2020.	

KRISTINA’S WISH
Last	February	our	school	mourned	the	loss	of	Grade	9	student	
Kristina	Pazic.	Kristina	was	a	joyful,	sweet	girl	who	loved	the	
performing	arts	and	lived	life	to	the	fullest,	even	while	battling	
cancer.	In	June,	three	of	her	friends—Julia	Robinson,	Eliaura	
Kiervin-Starkey,	and	Heidi	MacLean—started	Kristina’s	Wish,	a	
fundraising	initiative	to	buy	a	seat	in	Kristina’s	memory	in	our	
new	presentation	centre.	
	 Having	quickly	passed	that	initial	goal,	the	girls	decided	to	see	
how	many	more	seats	they	could	raise	money	for.	At	last	count,	
they’ve	raised	almost	$25,000!	They	continue	to	reach	out	to	
potential	donors	to	see	just	how	high	they	can	go.
	 “I	hope	people	will	contribute	so	they	can	help	us	honour	our	
friend	Kristina.	Her	legacy	can	be	remembered	at	TDCH	forever,”	
says	Julia	Robinson.
	 To	find	out	more	about	Kristina’s	Wish,	or	to	make	a	donation,	
visit	tdchristian.ca/wish.

PARIS… NEW 
YORK… LONDON…  
WOODBRIDGE?  
The	fashion	world	may	
never	be	the	same	now	
that	TDCH	wear	is		
available	24/7	on	our	
e-store!	Hoodies,	t-shirts,	
hats,	and	more	are	now	
online	at	tdchsestore.com.	
Lots	of	choices	for		
current	students	and	
alumni;	they	make	a	
great	gift!

tdchsestore.com

TDCHRISTIAN IN A BOX! 
Since	we	can’t	hold	our	annual	Grade	7&8	
Day	open	house	this	year,	we’ve	decided	to	
put	a	little	bit	of	TDChristian	in	a	box!	We	
hope	to	reach	as	many	families	of	students	
in	Grade	7	or	8	as	possible	with	our	care	
packages,	which	are	filled	with	fun	surprises	
and	info	about	our	programs.	If	you	know	
of	a	family	who	should	receive	one,	please	
let	us	know	by	emailing	the	details	to	
schuurman@tdchristian.ca.	

	 Also married:		
	 TDChristian	teacher		
	 Michelle	Bauer	to	Dan		
	 Jaworski	on	August	14,		
	 2020.

• Births
•	 Brian Veenstra	(09)	and	
Natasha	Bloemendal	
welcomed	Jacob	William	
on	June	12,	2020.

•	 Jenna Bloemendal	
(03)	and	Ed	Jacinto	
welcomed	Ashalin	Olivia	
on	June	16,	2020.

•	 Wayne Veenstra	(05)	
and	Suzanne Knibbe	
(05)	welcomed	Ransom	
Alistair	on	July	6,	2020.	
A	little	brother	to	Lucy	
and	Henry.

•	 Holly Dekkema	(11)	
and	Derek	Bursey	
welcomed	Judah	Elias	
on	September	9.	A	little	
brother	to	Theo.

Kristina (seated) with friends 
in December 2019. 

KNOW 
SOMEONE? 
Know	someone		
who	should	be		

on	the		
@TD	mailing	list?	
Change	of	address?		

•
Simply email  

marg@ 
tdchristian.ca.

Eliza Mathai, 
Grade 12 
student
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Upcoming Events	

2020-2021 Open Houses
• Fall
	 Thursday,	Oct	22,	6:30	pm
• Winter
	 Thursday,	Jan	14,	6:30	pm
• Spring
	 Thursday,	May	13,	6:30	pm




