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More Passion,
Wonder, and

Awe

A Quick 
Project 20/20 
Update

A target goal of $3.9 million 
has been set to build Project 
20/20. Already, approximately 
$525,000 has been raised.  
The school’s board, staff, 
and Campaign Committee 
have made pledges toward 
the campaign. Find out the 
newest total at our April 25 
Membership Meeting (open 
to everyone) and follow  
the project’s progress at 
www.tdchristian.ca.

“I had the great opportunity  
of being at TDChristian  
through the construction and 
completion of Project 2010: 
the atrium, library, and 
science wing. It was great 
to experience the new 
opportunities created by the 
new addition. I believe that 
Project 20/20 will do no less  
in fostering innovative ways  
of thinking.” 

—Jani Harris, Class of 2011.

Still Learning For Service in the Light 
of God’s Word: Five TDChristian Grads 
(Class of 2011) by Willam Groot

Last spring I attended convocation at Conrad Grebel University College, a college of the University of  
Waterloo, where five grads from TDChristian’s Class of 2011 were celebrating graduation with their  
families. Many of our grads are drawn to places of learning like UW, because they are project-based and  
innovative, providing opportunities for rigorous learning as well as workplace experience. We invite you  
to learn more about the life journeys of these five grads: 

Name: LUNA LU 
(from Qingdao, China)

Degree: Bachelor of Honours Com-
puter Science, Bioinformatics Option

Current situation: I live in 
Kitchener-Waterloo, working as 
a software engineer at Google. 
I attend Waterloo Mennonite 
Brethren church.

Significant learning  
memories: 
I really appreciated the  
opportunity to be in the school 
play at TDChristian. It helped me 
build confidence, which kept me 
believing in myself and striving  
to overcome challenges during 
my undergrad years.

In Grade 12 Advanced  
Functions, Mr. Groot encouraged 
us to make review sheets before 
the finals. I found that helpful 
and did it for every undergraduate 
course I took, resulting in  
thorough understanding and 
good grades.

Name: JANI HARRIS 
(from Spanish Town, Jamaica)

Degree: Bachelor of Science in  
Honours Health Studies; Minor in 
Applied Language Studies

Current situation: I’m living  
in Woodbridge and completing  
a Graduate Certificate in  
Communicative Disorders at 
Durham College, furthering my 
journey to Speech Language 
Pathologist. I attend the House  
of Praise in Mississauga.

Significant learning  
memories:
Taking French throughout high 
school, encountering the lovely 

Ms. Vanderkooy and Ms. Joosse, 
prepared me well and gave me 
the confidence to complete  
university French and try  
Spanish courses. These teachers 
also helped me to see language  
differently: to put myself in the 
shoes of a new language learner, 
and to understand that  
communicating with someone 
in their own language is one of 
the greatest ways to show love. 
Perhaps they are the underlying 
reason why I chose a career in 
Communicative Disorders/Speech 
Language Pathology.

Name: DAVID DEVRIES 
(from Brampton, Ontario)

Degree: Bachelor of Computer  
Science, Joint Honours Physics  
and Computer Science 

Current situation: I’m living 
in Kingston, Ontario with my 
undergrad sweetheart and wife, 
Rebecca. We are both completing 
master’s degrees at Queen’s. My 
research focuses on improving 
the methods used to assure the 
accuracy of radiation delivery 
in cancer treatments. We attend 
Bethel Church. 

Significant learning  
memories:
Many TDChristian teachers,  
such as Mr. & Mrs. Templeton, 
Mr. Groot, Mr. Hagen, and Mr. 
Robinson, inspired me to pursue 
my passion for knowledge and 
the sciences. Other teachers 
helped me stretch myself to 
develop interests I never knew I 
had. Mr. Klompmaker taught me 
(in Grade 10 & 11 History) 
to think more critically, question 

my assumptions and biases, 
and never be satisfied with an 
unjustified answer. All these 
mentors helped prepare me to 
tackle the questions, challenges, 
and academics of university—and 
now, the mysteries of adulthood.

Name: NATHAN HENDERSON 
(from Toronto, Ontario)

Degree: Honours  Bachelor  
of Environmental Studies in
International Development; Minor  
in Peace & Conflict Studies

Current situation: I live in 
Spain as a Communications 
& Research Intern with Access 
Info Europe, a human rights 
organization that works for the 
right to access information in 
the European Union. I attend the 
International Church of Madrid.

Significant learning 
memories:
TDChristian provided me with 

some of the best years of my life. 
I found friends that shared my 
core beliefs, so even with all the 
things I’ve learned and people 
I’ve met, these are the friends 
I can come back to as a 
foundation. They are the kind of 
people I want to hang around 
with. 
 Mr. Terpstra’s World Religions 
class taught me the importance 
of respecting and understanding 
those who believe differently 
than I do. While I never have to 
abandon what I firmly believe to 
be true, our world is much more 
complex than I might think if I 
stayed in a bubble my entire life, 
with people who think just like 
me. Everyone has a valuable story, 
with hurts and joys and convictions 
they find compelling. I love Mr. 
Terpstra’s audacity to teach in a 
way that made me realize that.

Name: MIRAYA GROOT 
(from Toronto, Ontario)

Degree: Bachelor of Arts &  
Business, Honours English – Rhetoric 
and Professional Writing, Digital Arts 
Communication Specialization

Current situation: I’m living 
in a MoveIn (intentional, prayerful 
Christian community) apartment 
in Kitchener, pursuing a master’s 
degree in English–Experimental 
Digital Media at the University  
of Waterloo, and attending Glen-
cairn Mennonite Brethren Church.

Significant learning  
memories: Richard Peters, Phil 
Vriend, and John Terpstra,  
teachers of Drama, English, and 
Bible respectively, were each a 
mix of the actor, writer, and  
philosopher. They all had  
far-reaching effects on my  
perspective, and encouraged my 
creative expression in writing  
and video projects.

From left to right: Principal  
William Groot, Luna Lu, Jani  
Harris, David DeVries, Nathan 
Henderson and Miraya Groot



ALUMNA	PROFILE	
ADRIENNE WONG 
by Elizabeth Sjaarda

Adrienne Wong (03) has found her niche in biotechnology at 
Sanofi Pasteur, a global company that creates vaccines to protect 
against infectious diseases. This was not her goal when she  
attended Western for sciences, majoring in Nutrition; she had 
hoped to work as a dietitian. But while still in the process of 
applying for a dietetic internship, Adrienne accepted a job at 
Sanofi, and discovered that she really enjoyed it. She works in the 
department that produces the five-component acellular pertussis 
(whooping cough) vaccine, and is specifically involved in the final 
purifying process. 

When discussing the effect TDChristian had on her education, 
Adrienne says she enjoyed Ms. Campbell’s (Mrs. Templeton’s) 
classes immensely, discovering that when you’re engaged in 
something you have a passion for, it’s not “work” and you can 
excel in it. She also still enjoys the friendships she established at 
TDChristian, and because there’s more to a job than just work,  
she seeks to cultivate sound relationships at Sanofi, too.

Her advice to students? “You don’t have to have your life 
planned out. Enjoy this season to discover who you are. Don’t be 
afraid to explore, find what you love, and embrace it. And then,  
if you don’t succeed in your first plan, don’t think less of yourself. 
God’s plans are bigger than ours. And remember that life is  
more than work: we don’t travel through life alone, and when  
challenges come, it’s a gift to have others journeying with us.”

ALUMNUS	[AND	PAST	STAFF]	PROFILE
ALBERT KOOY  
by Michelle Bauer

For as long as he can remember, Albert Kooy has been involved 
with Christian education:  first as a student, then as a teacher, and 
now as parent to his six children. His own parents firmly believed 
in the benefits of a Christ-centred education, making sacrifices to 
send him and his siblings to Timothy Christian School in Rexdale 
and then to TDChristian. 

As a teacher, Albert spent nine years at TDChristian. Among 
other things, he worked with William Groot to design and teach 
the first integrated block course, one of whose goals was to build 
and nurture community relationships. Albert and William were 
intentional about including different personalities and abilities, as 
they believed that learning occurred best through collaboration 
and conversation. 

Albert and his wife Mary-Ann, who is also a TDChristian grad, 
are still very connected to the school community. They want their 
children to thrive educationally, but they also believe that the 
spiritual foundation fostered at TDChristian is essential.

As a student, teacher, and parent, Albert has personally  
seen and continues to see God’s hand at work at TDChristian.  
He has many hopes for the future of Christian education—most 
importantly, that it will become more and more rooted and 
grounded in Christ, enabling future generations of students to 
become mature and equipped followers of Jesus. As the current 
pastor of New City Church in Newmarket, he believes this is  
desperately needed in our culture so that people will both hear 
the good news of Jesus in the testimony of his followers and  
see by their lives how Jesus is the hope for this world. 

STUDENT	PROJECT
MMMMM, BACON! 
by Tammy Dibbits

In Entrepreneurial Studies class, the task was to create a  
business plan and convince investors that your idea was a good 
investment. From beginning to end, Grade 12 student Duncan 
McDougall was fully committed to his idea, the Bacon Bus; any 
spare time he had was taken up with planning his menu, creating 
advertisements, and searching for locations. When the time came 
to present the Bacon Bus, Duncan drew in potential investors  
with the irresistible aroma of bacon frying.

 Evan’s goal was “to create a space for people that share a similar 
interest in physical fitness. I wanted to give them a proper running 
experience and hoped that everyone would find running enjoyable 
and a great lifestyle choice.” Joshua started each practice by teaching 
the group about an element of fitness, running technique, or race 
preparation in order to make them “not only faster runners, but 
more effective runners.” On race days, the two mentored the junior 
runners and gave advice and coaching to the whole team.
 Team members shared their appreciation for Evan and Joshua, 
noting how they “always stayed at the front and back of the 
group” and “helped with everything from stretching to mapping 
out routes to warming up for races.” Intentional about  
welcoming and engaging everyone while challenging them to  
do their best, Evan and Joshua “gave helpful advice if you were 
a serious runner, and if you weren’t, they’d still make the most of 
practices and encourage you.” Grade 11 senior runner Tim Crincoli 
called Josh and Evan “the Tom Brady and Usain Bolt of the  
cross-country world”, commenting that they “brought a fun and 
experienced leadership to the table and were great role models.”
 Student leadership is often perceived as simply helping a  
teacher. But when students are passionate about a task and 
empowered to lead, they become genuine and highly effective 
leaders. Evan and Joshua coached, inspired, encouraged, and  
mentored their team and facilitated cross-grade friendships  
that would not have happened without them. 

MATH,	GOD,	AND	THE	INFINITE
ALPHA AND OMEGA AT TD 
by John Templeton

  I remember the exact  
  moment I first believed  
  in God. I was four or five,  
  drinking juice in the kitchen  
  while my mom washed  
  dishes. I was asking her a 
bunch of questions about God, including “Where is God?” “God is 
everywhere,” she said. I was amazed, and I believed.
  “God is everywhere” is a thought that still amazes me.  
It makes me think about infinity, one of the mathematical  
concepts I love most. Infinity is weird and wonderful: it’s  
unknowable, and yet mathematics can’t do without it. Infinity 
shows up in one of the most basic of human activities: counting. 
No matter how high you count, there’s always another number. 
 My first real encounter with infinity happened in Grade 13 
Calculus. We were studying integration and learning how to 
calculate the area of a non-normal shape using normal rectangles. 
The problem was that we had to use the areas of infinitely many 
rectangles with a width of “almost zero” to get the correct  
answer. My teacher didn’t even explain what “almost zero” 
meant, but the answer to the area problem seemed clear to me: 
we were adding up infinitely many numbers, so the answer had  
to be infinity. But I was wrong! It turned out you could add up  
infinitely many numbers and get an answer like “5”! My mind 
was blown. Math had me hooked.
 In university, mathematics expanded so much that we began 
running out of ordinary letters for variables, and I was introduced 
to using Greek letters like alpha, beta, and gamma in my solutions. 
We used the letter omega too. One day, struck that God has been 
revealed in Revelation as the Alpha and Omega, I naively thought, 
“Hey, I can use math to talk about God!”            is a mathematical  
statement that initially meant to me “God contains the infinite.”  
But over the years my view of the statement has seasoned. God 
doesn’t contain the infinite as a jar contains jelly beans; God is 
beyond infinity. Whereas the infinite is unknowable, God has made 
himself known to us; and whereas infinity is beyond our reach,  
God has reached to us. I am amazed, and I believe. 

STAFF	PROFILE:	
STAFF	PROFILE	
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 Duncan’s business presentation was a success partly because 
he himself was so thoroughly convinced that it was a good idea. 
His passion for his business idea was evident at each step of the 
process, making the journey enjoyable and meaningful for him as 
well as for those who witnessed the final product. Duncan is yet 
another example of how learning comes alive when we can apply 
our learning to the real world and connect it to something we are 
truly interested in.

ALUMNA	PROFILE	
BRIDGET VISSER 
by Fran Joosse

Growing up surrounded by carrots and onions in the Holland 
Marsh has given Bridget Visser (07) a unique perspective on life, 
one seen through glasses coated in a layer of muck dust. Even 
so, the path towards agriculture wasn’t always her plan. During 
her high school years, Bridget preferred maths and sciences and 
dreamt of going into architecture or engineering. 
 However, while pulling weeds by hand in the summer between 
Grades 11 and 12, she had an epiphany: she did love having the 
dirt sift through her fingers. It was then that she decided to pursue 
studies in agriculture. Bridget’s years at the University of Guelph 
earned her a BSc Agriculture in horticulture and an MSc in crop 
physiology, to which she has since added training as an IPM 
Scout and CanadaGAP Auditor. (IPM is a provincial program of 
Integrated Pest Management; CanadaGAP is a federal food safety
program implementing Good Agricultural Practices.) She is 
currently researching options for washwater treatment for the 
Holland Marsh Growers’ Association Water Project, which will 
result in a design manual for Ontario’s farmers and food packagers.
 Bridget’s enthusiasm about opportunities for women in  
agriculture is contagious. Her off-farm jobs have taught her  
perseverance (weeding), determination (hoeing weeds), and 
diligence (herbicide research). May her passion for agriculture 
continue to grow as she serves her community.

STUDENT	PROJECT
REVVING UP HIS LEARNING 
by Tim Buwalda

Joseph DeCaro has been welding since the age of ten. In Grade 9 
he wowed his Bible teacher by welding an art piece portraying  
the story of Isaac and Abraham on the mountain. 
 Last year, Joseph needed to do an independent project as part 
of his Internship Block class. He had always enjoyed the show 
American Choppers and decided to build his own custom mini-
chopper. He bought an old, second-hand mini-bike and stripped  
it for parts; over 180 hours later, he had created another work  
of art.
 “That project took everything I knew about welding, and I had 
to go back and learn even more,” laughs Joseph.
 After TDChristian, Joseph plans to attend Humber College and 
earn his Red Seal Certificates. One day he hopes to take over the 
family welding business, started by his grandfather in 1970.

STUDENT	INITIATIVE
CROSS COUNTRY STUDENT  
LEADERSHIP  
by Ben Freeman

Cross Country at TDChristian has traditionally been an informal 
running club, with some members choosing to participate in some 
competitions. This year, Grade 12 students Joshua Guinness  
and Evan Kim provided leadership for the Cross Country team, 
bringing the program to a new level through their enthusiasm, 
dedication, and initiative.

Passion

“ I wanted to give everyone the experience of competing and the different things  
 involved with a proper running experience (warm-up, stretching, drills, nutrition,  
 technique, and form). I hoped that everyone would find that running is enjoyable  
 and a great lifestyle choice.” Student Joshua Guinness

  
  
  
  

ADRIENNE WONG

ALBERT KOOY

JOSEPH DECARO ON HIS 
MINI-CHOPPER CREATION

THE CROSS COUNTRY TEAM

“Hey, I can use math to talk about God!”            is a mathematical 

BRIDGET VISSER

BACON BUS ENTREPRENEUR  
DUNCAN MCDOUGALL



STAFF	PROFILE	
DAVID ROBINSON: TEACHER, DIVE 
MASTER, AND LIFETIME NERD  
by John Terpstra

As long as I’ve known David Robinson, he has self-identified as 
a nerd. In my formative years in the 70s and 80s, nerdhood was 
decidedly negative, but my experience of David has been  
overwhelmingly positive: clearly, although I consider myself fairly 
fluent in the vernacular of today’s students, my understanding of 
the term ‘nerd’ needs updating. Internet research has revealed to 
me that a ‘nerd’ is someone obsessed with learning new things 
and knowing cool stuff; and if a teacher is defined as someone 
who’s always learning new things and can’t keep quiet about it
—that’s David!

David lives and teaches regally under the banner of Proverbs 
25:2, “It is the glory of God to conceal a matter; to search out a 
matter is the glory of kings.” By searching out the sun, moon, and 
stars he has discovered and taught God’s celestial handiwork; he 
uncovers and teaches God’s subterranean majesty by searching 
out rocks and geologic formations.

Lately David has turned his attention to matters concealed in  
the water, giving new depth to the Fluid Dynamics unit in his Grade 
12 Engineering Block class by incorporating scuba diving during  
a Focus Day. In preparation for his February 2017 launch of  
TDChristian’s first Scuba Club, he recently completed many hours of 
classroom and practical training to become a certified Dive Master; 
the training included assisting fellow staff who joined the Engineering 
students in the pool. David’s dream is to have as many students as 
possible see the underwater world, and the club is a wonderful start.

David teaches Christ’s lordship over all creation and models  
the joy of learning to staff and students; even visitors to his  
classroom often go home with a piece of rock to remember the 
glory of discovery. Knowing I love to fish, David—giddy with my 
incredulity—shared that on his last Lake Simcoe dive he “just 
hung out” with a 24” small-mouth bass for half an hour! Of 
course, I then inquired about scuba-fishing; good teachers  
hook you like that.

I think the modern nerd may well be what we called ‘cool’  
back in my day.

STUDENT	LEARNING	
EXPRESSIVE HISTORY 
by Jerry Klompmaker

I have been teaching history since 1998, striving to make 
it relevant to students’ lives in the way it has been for me.  
Sometimes I’ve succeeded, sometimes not. 

History was my father, mother, and grandparents inviting me 
into the story of their lives by telling me who they were, events 
they’d witnessed or participated in, and their feelings about them. 
In this way I learned about humanity, faith, and engagement in 
life. Their narrative gave me a floor to stand on, helping me 
understand myself, who I wanted to be, and who I didn’t want to 
be. In my thirties I began to reflect deeply on those stories and 
came to understand some of my behaviours and biases. I believe  
it has helped me become a slightly better version of myself.

In class last year I focused on allowing and embracing failure. 
We would fix our errors, but I wanted students to feel free to try 
new things unhindered by the fear of failure. When would we 
have a safer environment in which to experiment and fail and  
fix? We learn most from our mistakes, which are often more  
memorable than successes achieved with little effort.

So this year in History we are using notebooks to record our 
thoughts, ideas, and images for each unit. Students are marked on 
their notes, doodles, quotes, anything they record in the process 
of learning both in and out of class. Then I ask them to make 
sense of this learning in a way that works for them. Some choose 
collage, some write a paragraph or two, some take photos, some 
even make short films. They share those creations, receive  
feedback, and modify them. Afterwards they reflect on the process 
in their notebooks. In this manner we cover all the Ontario  
Ministry of Education’s learning expectations.

 One of seven staff members, Kathryn taught English, Phys Ed, 
Typing, and Geography. For a time, she was also the staff rep for 
the Girls’ Sports Club. Current staff member Alice Vanderkooy 
was a student then, and recalls Kathryn as the glamorous teacher, 
bright and attractive, with a very stylish beehive hairdo. She was 
kind and engaging, loved story, and expressed herself with verve. 
Richard Vanderkloet, also a student here during Kathryn’s tenure, 
remembers that she was particularly suited to teaching: she spoke 
comfortably with students, neither trying too hard to be like them 
nor speaking down to them. She was popular because she was an 
enthusiastic, empathetic adult.
 Kathryn also remembers the very difficult late 60s early in  
her career, when staff and local church leaders struggled with 
conflicting visions of education. Some emphasized cultural  
engagement and transformation; others thought Christian  
education should keep worldly things at a distance. The novel 
“The Catcher in the Rye” brought this conflict to a head. Staff and 
board disagreed, and the next year teacher contracts were not 
renewed. She recalls this as a sad and divisive time.
 Through the years, Kathryn has stayed connected to Christian 
education. Her two older children, Wes and Jennifer, attended 
TDChristian in the mid 70s, and Kathryn was the first woman to 
sit on the boards of the Ontario Alliance of Christian Schools and 
Christian Schools International. She’s also still friends with a few 
of the teachers from early days.
 When Kathryn thinks back to her time at TDChristian, what she 
remembers most fondly is the joy of sharing a vision and a task 
in a Christian community of teachers. She’ll be glad to know that 
today the vision is still alive, and staff still share a strong sense  
of community. 

ALUMNA	PROFILE	
LEANNE (WYBENGA) GROOT 
by Patty Schuurman  

Leanne Wybenga entered TDChristian in 1988, graduated in 1992, 
and left in 1993 after completing her OAC year. She fondly recalls 
the teachers she had, such as Mme Vanderkooy and Mme Joosse, 
Mrs. VanSchepen, Mr. Velema, Mr. Vanderkloet, and Mr. Groot. 
Memories of square dancing in Phys Ed with Mrs. Dengerink, 
learning how to use a badminton racquet under the creative  
tutelage of Mrs. Guichelaar, and playing soccer with her sister 
bring a smile to her face even now.
 What sticks out the most, though, are the friendships, formed 
in the everyday of school and in the overnight trips taken together 
to Washington DC, Quebec City, Fair Glen, and elsewhere. Leanne 
continues to connect with her friends, sharing a commonality  
of faith, values, stories, and life experiences over the years. 
 Today, Leanne is a Lab Research Project Manager at Sick Kids 
Research Institute, where she runs hundreds of experiments  
simultaneously using automation equipment, screening them 
against collections of small molecule compounds in order to  
identify the ones that alter the experiments. These compounds  
can then be developed into medicines. In addition, she designs 
experiments and analyzes the results, writes articles and grant  
applications, works with students, attends seminars, and teaches  
a graduate course in biochemistry at the University of Toronto.  
At church, she serves as a deacon and Council member and  
participates in a small group.
 All of that is in addition to being a wife and mother. Leanne 
married high school sweetheart Paul Groot, an electrician and 
cabinetmaker who also leads Cadets and takes youth on service 
trips for their church. Paul and Leanne have four kids, whom she 
ferries to hockey practices, youth group, and GEMS. Sometimes 
they run together, or go on family hikes.  
 Even though education was very different back in her day, a 
solid foundation was laid at TDChristian, says Leanne: she learned 
to write well, acquired a strong work ethic, and developed  
(according to her then teacher William Groot) a “tenacious”  
approach to learning, all of which prepared her well for  
university—and for life.
 Now Leanne’s son Matt is enjoying his first year here in  
Grade 9. She appreciates the more diverse and holistic pedagogy 
TDChristian offers today, and the intentional approach to  
learning for service. Her hope is that Matt, like herself, will receive 
the same strong Christian foundation and experience quality 
friendships that will influence him positively throughout his life.

		

Wonder
 On October 26 we took our creations for the Great War unit 
to Room 10; it was a presentation of student learning, but it felt 
more like a gallery. I evaluated their products, their speaking, their 
thinking, and will offer them an assessment of their work. They 
can come back to me and discuss it, possibly disagree, and make 
corrections in their product, in my thinking, or both. 
 All the while we are learning about history and ourselves:  
my dream since 1998.

ALUMNUS	PROFILE	
JOEY IUGLIO 
by Joel Sjaarda

Joey Iuglio graduated from TDChristian just two years ago, in 
2015. Since then he has become a competitive triathlete, started a 
job with Rodeo Homes, and begun the Construction Management 
program at George Brown College. Joey continues to maintain 
the close relationships fostered at TDChristian, and believes that 
it is largely because of the dedication of teachers such as Cathy 
Vanderheide that he was able to make it into college.
 Joey recalls that Ms. Vanderheide continually challenged him 
to do his best, and paid attention to all the details of his learning. 
The opportunity to take courses such as Shop allowed him to real-
ize his love of working with his hands. He appreciates the support  
he received from all his teachers. 
 Though just beginning his post-secondary schooling, Joey  
envisions becoming a Site Supervisor for a large construction  
company. He’s passionate about seeing things come together,  
and enjoys being an integral part of the building process.
 Recently he has taken steps in his faith and become a  
dedicated disciple of Christ; I’m inspired by his enthusiasm and 
trust in God’s plan for his future. Though his life has seen hardship 
and pain, Joey’s journey clearly demonstrates God’s faithfulness. 
The ability to connect with people and find favour with them will 
serve Joey well as he pursues his life goals.

ALUMNA	PROFILE	
KATELYN (KOOY) MILLER
by Laura Kooy

Katelyn Kooy graduated from TDChristian in 2008 knowing she 
wanted to do something with science. Little did she know she 
would end up practising medicine as a Physician Assistant at the 
Manitoulin Health Centre in Little Current just a few years later.
 When she completed her degree at Redeemer University in 
Kinesiology with a minor in Biology, Katelyn felt the Lord guiding 
her into the medical field. After much prayer and deliberation, 
she decided to apply to McMaster’s Physician Assistant program, 
knowing that it was competitive: there were over 450 applicants 
for only 24 spots. She was admitted. The first year was spent in 
tutorial-based classroom learning and the second year in clinical 
placements at a variety of health care centres across Southern 
Ontario. After graduating and writing her national licensing exam, 
she accepted a position on Manitoulin Island in primary care.
  Since her husband is a cattle farmer on the island, it was 
natural for Katelyn to consider working in a rural area. Positions 
in both a family medicine clinic and the ER allow her to meet a 
variety of medical needs: suturing, biopsies, casting, and other 
procedures in the ER, and in the family clinic, taking histories, 
performing physical exams, ordering and interpreting tests, and 
aiding in diagnosis. 
 On working in medicine in a rural community Katelyn says, 
“It allows me to take more time with each patient, rather than 
rushing through clinic or emergency visits like I did in an urban 
setting. We don’t have the same medical equipment in the  
hospital, so it encourages me to take a thorough history and 
utilize my clinical judgment when making treatment decisions 
with the physician. I’m also able to provide continuity of care: if 
patients come into the ER, I know I’ll get to follow up with them 
in the clinic a few weeks later. Even though some days can be  
demanding, being able to help the people in this community is 
extremely rewarding.”

[PAST]	STAFF	PROFILE		
KATHRYN POSTHUMUS  
by Phil Vriend

When she arrived at TDChristian in 1965, Kathryn Posthumus  
was excited about the possibilities. The building was newly  
constructed, the young staff shared a vision for Christian  
education, and a cooperative spirit pervaded the school.  

PRESENTING IN HISTORY
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KATHRYN  
POSTHUMUS  
“KEYBOARDING”  
IN 1965

DAVID ROBINSON  
EXPLORING GOD’S 
MAJESTY IN MEXICO

KATELYN (KOOY) 
MILLER



STUDENT	LEARNING	
LEARNING THROUGH MAKING 
by Kevin Godber

Maker Education—tinkering, inventing, and engineering—is a 
way that many of us learn. There are numerous specialized and 
multipurpose tools that can be used in a Maker Education  
environment, and TDChristian recently received the generous 
donation of one such tool in the form of a CNC Router. The CNC is 
capable of very precisely carving and cutting multiple shapes from 
material up to 4’ x 8’ in size. In the words of lifelong learner and 
Shop teacher Harry Huyer, “This is a very cool machine.”

The intention is to use the CNC in Shop classes as well as in the 
Internship Block program to make signs, cabinets, and many other 
useful things. In Internship Block, the major project for students is 
to find a service organization (church, food bank, homeless shelter, 
etc.) that has a need we can fulfil using the CNC, and then to 
design, build, and instal the product in conjunction with members 
of that organization. Using the CNC would ensure that each  
item is built to a very high standard.

Solving real problems in classroom projects is at the heart of 
Maker Education. Come by the school and see what we are doing!

STAFF	PROFILE	
MARG LASWICK 
by Dan Buisman

If you have ever walked into TDChristian and made your way into 
the front office, you have already met Marg! She can consistently 
be seen smiling and helping the school’s administrators, staff, and 
students in any and all situations. When asked what her favourite 
part of the job is, she replies without hesitation that she loves the 
interactions with students and the community.

One of Marg’s passions at TDChristian is the March Break 
service trip; this will be her seventh consecutive trip to Belize with 
staff and students. Throughout the year Marg runs her café at the 
school, selling coffee, hot chocolate, and her own baked goods to 
raise money for Belize. Behind her desk hangs a large picture of 
herself and a boy from Belize smiling together, aptly showing the 
joy she finds in helping others.

This year is a special milestone for Marg, as it is her twentieth 
at TDChristian. Throughout her twenty years she has watched 
many students come and go, including three of her own. When  
I asked her to share some advice for students, she responded, 
“Take risks, try new things, and believe in yourself.” She desires  
all students to experience life at its fullest, using the talents  
and gifts God has given them.  

STAFF	PROFILE	
COLIN HOVING 
by David Kim

After graduating from TDChristian in 2007, Colin Hoving always 
wanted to come back to the community he loves. He had been 
working in the golf industry as a customer service rep for three 
years when he was offered an opportunity this past September  
to come back to TDChristian to support the Administrative team  
and the Athletic department. 

Colin brings excellent organizational and communication skills 
to the TDChristian community. His easygoing nature and fun sense 
of humour have allowed him to fit in nicely in the brief time since 
he has arrived. He is passionate about working alongside staff  
and students, and hopes to be part of the TDChristian  
community for as long as possible. Colin is an avid reader who 
enjoys reading (especially sports biographies) in his spare time.  
He also enjoys watching the Raptors, the Jays, and the Leafs (who, 
he assures us, will be ending their Stanley Cup drought this June). 
He and his wife Bailey have been married for two years. We’re 
glad they’re here! 

Awe
MICHELLE DYKSTRA

Spotlight: Projects/Alumni/Staff

ALUMNA	PROFILE	
MICHELLE DYKSTRA 
by Evelyn Dengerink

Michelle Dykstra (2010) recently graduated with a Master of  
Arts in Applied Health Sciences from Brock University. Her study 
examined how undergraduate students enrolled in the university’s 
Sport Management program judge their capability to occupy  
leadership positions in the sport industry, a judgment known as 
their occupational leadership efficacy (OLE). The results showed a 
generally high OLE among all students, with no difference between 
the four undergraduate years or between males and females. This 
led Michelle to conclude that a student’s self-perception of efficacy 
for leadership in sport is not directly affected by gender or by  
Sport Management courses and curriculum. 
 In addition to doing research, Michelle was a Teaching  
Assistant for the Event Management class, a task she thoroughly 
enjoyed. For the past four years she has also worked as an  
Activation Team leader for the Blue Jays organization, promoting 
events, running the Junior Jays Saturday program, organizing  
Fanfest Friday and the home opener, and opening playoff  
ceremonies.
 Michelle credits the Phys Ed Leadership class at TDChristian for 
showing her that she could put her organizational and leadership 
skills to good use in the sport industry. Her teachers encouraged 
her to use her gifts and gave her the confidence to follow her 
heart and to do what she excels at. Michelle’s advice to current 
students is to “enjoy your time at TDChristian, mix with people 
from different groups, work hard, do your best, take advantage  
of the many opportunities to get involved, and enjoy your  
teachers. It’s a great time to get in touch with your faith, be real, 
and let your light shine.”

STUDENT	PROFILE	
OSE KADIRI 
by June Tenyenhuis

Osemudiamen (meaning “God is good to me” in his traditional 
language, which I am assured is very old) Kadiri is from Lagos, 
Nigeria and has come to TDChristian as a Grade 12 student with 
hopes of studying architecture at a Canadian university. Having 
attended a private international school from the age of nine, he 
has friends from faraway places with whom he communicates on 
Snapchat. He’s used to being away from home, although for now 
he has made the Art room a place of sanctuary during his Period  
4 spare.
 Ose chose to take Visual Art, and is happy when people like 
his work. He’s currently working on thumbnail sketches to be 
developed into a painting on the theme of sustainability in nature, 
imaging trees and their fractal geometry. As he and I are talking, 
the students who will go on the Algonquin trip are setting up 
tents outside the Art room: so much newness and noise to take  
in, yet Ose appears unfazed.
  Ose describes himself as shy. He enjoys games, music, and mov-
ies. So far he likes TDChristian, although when pressed, he admits 
that it’s hard to break through the barriers of race. He would like 
to see students make more overt effort in that direction.
 Ose’s parents and twelve-year-old sister live in Lagos. His  
mother is pleased that we are a Christian school. Is Ose  
homesick? Not yet, he claims. “This place is not bad,” he told  
me in September. Welcome, Ose, and may we come to know  
and enrich one another in the year that you are here!

ALUMNA	PROFILE	
SHELBY CONTOS 
by Richard Vanderkloet

People often surprise you. A year ago, Shelby Contos surprised  
me by sending me an email—from Sweden!
 After graduating in 2009 from TDChristian, Shelby earned a BA 
at Queen’s University and then went on to receive teacher training 
there. On completing it in 2015, she left the safe and familiar  
confines of southern Ontario to launch her career in Sweden,  

a “land of ice and bears” according to the famous seventeenth-
century French philosopher Rene Descartes. Shelby teaches high 
school English in a small city north of Stockholm, navigating the 
customs and expectations of a new vocation amid the constant 
unintelligible noise of a foreign tongue.
 That’s where she was last fall when she emailed me, inviting 
me to read the blog she was writing to document her experience. 
I have looked forward to each instalment and vicariously enjoyed 
her journey. The blog is a fresh and vivid read, recounting such 
experiences as, for example, nearly poisoning herself by ingesting 
a muscle relaxant she thought was a dietary supplement. I’ve also 
read about her discovering a manageable rhythm in her working 
day, coping with the joys and heartaches of teaching, and aching 
with homesickness.
 Shelby credits TDChristian for its lasting effect on her career 
choice and her embrace of people and life. Meanwhile she draws 
fresh insight, hope, and encouragement from friends, family, 
church acquaintances, and colleagues. I was glad when she  
initiated our correspondence a year ago, and delighted when she 
visited TDChristian in June. She’s back in Sweden for a second year 
now. I’m gratified to see that learning for service in the light of 
God’s Word is alive and well in this courageous young woman’s life. 

STAFF	PROFILE	
CONNECTING OVER MYSTERIES  
by Sean Van Eerden

When asked what my job is, I say, “I teach English and a variety 
of other things.” Once people know this about me, I become a 
go-to person for grammar questions and definitions of polysyllabic 
words. People ask, “What’s your favourite Shakespearean play?”
 The truth is, I have only a slightly better-than-average grasp on 
the slippery and ever-changing English language, and I don’t spend 
my evenings reciting poetry while hiking the road less travelled. 
After fourteen years, I realize that my work is less and less about 
explaining the semicolon (important and misunderstood piece of 
punctuation though it is) and more and more about connecting the 
thoughts and words of the people who have lived before us to the 
thoughts and words of the students in front of me.
 English, the class, is a valuable opportunity to meet with  
wonderfully interesting and thoughtful teenagers who are  
beginning to think about the mysteries of life and death; English, 
the subject matter, gives us a backdrop or an inspiration to talk 
about these important topics. When I ask my students, “What did 
the author mean by that?” I really mean, “What is life all about? 
What are we supposed to be doing here? What happens when  
we die?” 

ALUMNA	PROFILE	
VANESSA (HURST) HOLLANDER 
by Judy VanSchepen

Early in Vanessa Hurst’s high school career it was clear that  
her desire was to become a dentist. So after graduating from 
TDChristian in 1998, she did her undergraduate studies at the  
University of Toronto and then continued on to dental school.  
She did the first year of dental school at the University of Western 
Ontario before transferring back to U of T, where she completed 
her dentistry degree in 2007. 
 When asked about her years at TDChristian, Vanessa says, 
“High school was a time when I learned a lot about myself and 
about what I hoped to do with my life; looking back on it now, 
I see how God was working and teaching me things through all 
the ups and downs. The education that I received at TDChristian 
was an integral part of that journey, and through all my university 
years I appreciated the quality of the education that had prepared 
me for what was ahead. I also look back fondly on the  
relationships I had with my teachers at TDChristian, and the  
positive learning environment they created. I think that’s why my 
first year at a big school like U of T felt so different for me.”
 Vanessa is quiet, competent, and humble. She currently works 
with her father and two sisters at a dental practice in Nobleton. 
She is married to Jake Hollander and is the mother of Jackson  
and Isabelle.
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Read even more stories on our website at  

www.tdchristian.ca/tdnewsletter
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Attention Alumni!
Please keep us posted 
regarding reunions, 
marriages, births, career 
moves, and any other 
important milestones. Simply 
email alumni@tdchristian.ca. 

• Marriages
•	 Heather Weststeyn	(11)	
and	David Adema	(04),	
June	25,	2016.

•	 Megan Piccolo	(12)		
	 and	Evan Kooy	(12),		
	 June	25,	2016.

•	 Jenna Burke	(03)	and		
	 Daniel	Cowans,	Jr.,		
	 July	16,	2016.

•	 Nathan Das	(07)	and		
	 Aleah	Paterson,		
	 August	5,	2016.

•	 Krystal Veldhoen	(12)		
	 and	Caleb Beishuizen	(11),		
	 August	20,	2016.
	 	 	
•	 Hannah VanSchepen	(11)		
	 and	Brent Riedstra	(11),		
	 August	27,	2016.

•	 Shanelle Brown	(11)		
	 and	Steve Rozema	(11),		
	 September	13,	2016.	

•	 Devon Flikkema	(11)			
	 and	Elise	Lemieux,		 	
	 September	18,	2016.

•	 Teresa Hanemaayer	(14)		
	 and	David Aukema	(14),		
	 November	26,	2016.

• Births
•	 Kevin Riedstra	(09)	and	

Carlie Dekkema	(09)	had	
a	son,	Thomas	Micah,		
on	March	19,	2016.	

•	 Laura Mikelsons	(07)	
and	Mitch	Nicholson	
welcomed	Audra	Mae		
on	April	30,	2016.		

•	 Wayne Veenstra	(05)	and	
Suzanne Knibbe	(05)	had	
a	baby	girl,	Lucy	Anastasia,	
on	June	29,	2016.		

•	 Anna Bergsma	(09)	and	
Justin	Zegers	welcomed	
Rhea	Grace	on	July	9,	
2016.		

•	 Janice Vanderkooi	(99)	
and	Derek deBoer	(99)	
welcomed	Joshua	Peter,	
brother	to	Hailee	and	
Laura,	on	July	27,	2016.	

•	 Eric DeRuiter	(09)	and	
Kendra Brasz	(09)	had	a	
son,	Manoah	Albert,	on	
August	12,	2016.

•	 Ashley VanSoelen	(05)	
and	Nic Hielema	(05)	
had	a	daughter,	Payton	
Marie,	on	September	3,	
2016.	

•	 David Das	(02)	and		
Laura	Jackson	welcomed	
Dylan	Jackson	on	
October	30,	2016;	a	
brother	for	Myles	James,	
born	July	21,	2014.	

•	 Trevor Bloemendal	
(00)	and	Cheryl	Tucker	
welcomed	Isaac	Tucker,	
brother	to	Leo,	on	
October	6,	2016.

•	 Andrea Ootjers	(07)	
and	Richard	Moore	
welcomed	Savannah	
Nicole,	sister	to	RJ,	on	
December	30,	2016.		

• Achievements
•	 Graham Borgdorff 
(93),	a	licensed	general	
contractor,	just	launched	
his	own	company	called	
Above	Board	Carpentry.	

•	 Kelsey Laswick	(07),	
graduated	from	York	
University	with	a		
Master	of	Social	Work		
in	October,	2016.

•	 Meghan Bottomley	
(13)	has	been	named	
Brampton	North’s	
delegate	for	Equal	
Voice’s	Daughters	of	the	
Vote,	an	organization	
that	encourages	young	
women	to	participate	in	
the	realm	of	politics.	

•	 Erin Leydon	(07)	will	
have	her	wedding	
photography	showcased	
at	Scarlet	O’Neill’s	“Love	
(Actually)”	exhibition	
at	the	Gladstone	Hotel	
beginning	February	2.

Upcoming Events
2017	

Pastors’ Breakfast
	 Feb.	28,	8:30	am								

Will Clinic (free and open  
 to everyone) 
	 March	2,	7	pm	 

Spring Membership   
 Meeting 
 (with celebration of   
 Alice Vanderkooy’s time  
 at TDChristian)
	 April	25,	7:30	pm						

Grandparents’ Day 	
	 May	4,	9	am–1	pm		

“Notice” Book Launch  
 & Open House
	 May	11,	6–8	pm						

CELEBRATING SCHOOL SPIRIT
Every	year	our	students	get	into	the	part	for	Spirit	Days	at	
TDChristian.	This	year’s	week-long	event	featured	a	different	
theme	for	each	day,	including	Twin	Day,	Christmas	Colours	Day,	
Wear	All	Black	Day,	Jersey	Day,	and	Pyjama	Day.

NO MORE PIRATES
Close	to	a	thousand	people	came	out	to	enjoy	TDChristian’s	main	
stage	production	of	“The	Pirates	of	Penzance”	from	December	1	
to	3.	The	musical	was	a	combined	effort	by	the	Show	Period	class,	
Senior	Music	class,	a	student	chorus,	and	dozens	of	other	students	
and	staff	who	built	and	painted	the	set,	filled	in	as	extras,	sold	
tickets,	and	ran	the	sound	and	lighting.

HONOURING ALICE VANDERKOOY
After	30	years	of	teaching	at	TDChristian	(and	40	years	in	total),	
Alice	Vanderkooy	is	retiring	at	the	end	of	this	school	year.	Join	
us	at	the	Spring	Membership	Meeting	on	Tuesday,	April	25	
as	we	celebrate	Alice’s	many	contributions	to	school	life:	her	
warmth	and	caring	for	all	students,	her	love	of	language,	and	her	
dedication	to	teaching	and	guidance	through	the	years.

PASTORS’ BREAKFAST
On	Tuesday,	February	28	at	8:30	a.m.,	pastors,	youth	pastors,	and	
other	ministry	staff	are	invited	to	TDChristian’s	Pastors’	Breakfast.	
It’s	an	opportunity	to	connect	with	ministry	leaders,	tell	them	
about	what’s	happening	at	the	school,	and	further	dialogue	on	
how	we	can	enhance	our	work	together	as	we	walk	with	today’s	
teens.	If	you	would	like	a	personal	invitation	sent	to	the	ministry	
staff	at	your	church,	email	Mrs.	Schuurman	at	schuurman@
tdchristian.ca.

CELEBRATING LEARNING
On	Thursday,	January	19,	TDChristian	held	a	Celebrations	of	
Learning	and	Open	House	Night.	There	was	a	large	turnout	of	
both	new	and	current	families.	Everyone	is	invited	to	our	next	
official	Open	House	and	“Notice”	Book	Launch	(celebrating	the	
publication	of	our	annual	anthology	of	student	work)	on	May	11.

JOY TO THE 
WORLD
TDChristian’s	praise	team	
Ascension,	concert	band,	jazz	
band,	choir,	and	a	few	soloists	
came	together	on	December	
19	for	this	year’s	Christmas	
Concert.	A	four-day	delay	
due	to	a	snowstorm	did	not	
dampen	the	enthusiasm	or	
Christmas	spirit	on	display	
among	the	musicians	and	the	
people	in	attendance.	“I	was	
thrilled	with	the	audience	
that	came	to	support	the	
students,”	said	Music	Director	
Kevin	Hayward.	

SHOWING WHAT 
YOU KNOW
On	December	7,	hundreds	of	
students	made	presentations	
in	dozens	of	different	
classes	during	Semester	1’s	
Presentations	of	Learning	Day.	
“We	believe	that	the	ability	to	
present	what	one	knows	with	
confidence	is	an	essential	21st	
century	skill,”	says	Principal	
William	Groot.	“That’s	why	
students	do	presentations	
in	every	subject,	from	Math	
to Art	and	from	English	to	
Phys	Ed.”	Over	30	parents	
came,	participated,	and	
gave	feedback	to	students.	
Everyone	is	invited	to	next	
semester’s	Presentations	of	
Learning	Day,	on	June	7,	2017.
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