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Nota Bene         - W. Groot

We have had an event-filled and exciting fall season with many memorable learning moments. We are encouraged by 
the successes of the past few weeks: hosting OFSAA (thanks to Matt Heinbuch, Colin Hoving, Tammy Dibbits and Dan 
Buisman for their work in overseeing along with the over 70 students who helped make it happen) and delighting in 2000 
Candles (well done Show Period students under the direction of Mr. Peters)! Learning is happening in and out of the 
classroom. It is what we are about!

As we move into the final quarter of first semester, we ask for your continued support through input, prayers and 
participation. We are striving to hit the $1 million mark for Project 20/20 by December 31; we are at $925,837.

We are working diligently with our students, urging them to do their best, to hand in beautiful and thoughtful work, and 
to finish December well. Each day is another day of opportunity, another day to learn! Look for the last set of Learning 
Reports before the semester reports whcih come out next Tuesday. Please join us at the Christmas Concert on Thursday, 
December 14, when we celebrate again with joy the gift of Jesus Christ. It is free, though there will be a freewill offering.

When we do well, let others know – shout it out, share it. When we need to improve something, whisper it in our ears.

P.S. Note the TOY and FOOD Drive ad in this Fridge Door. We are partnering with the Woodbridge Community for this - 
they are using 325 Woodbridge (the former fire hall) as a dropoff location. Students can drop items off there, as well.

Athletics           - C. Hoving

OFSAA
We had an great weekend as 20 teams competed at TDChristian and Humber College. It was an outstanding community 
event. Thanks to the parent volunteers who provided laundry service, hot meals and baked goods. Our incredible student 
volunteers helped make the event run smoothly and the organizing committee and many staff members played key roles. 
Read below the perspective from the coach of a visiting team.

Congrats Toronto Christian!
You celebrated volleyball, honoured the athletes and ran a first rate OFSAA Boys’ A Volleyball Tournament. I believe 
attendees could sense the true hospitality and respect from everyone in green. Thank you for honouring our Lord in your 
efforts.

I love your passion, and share your belief that volleyball provides an 
INCREDIBLE experience, especially for our Christian athletes.

Be blessed, rest well, and THANK YOU!!!

Eric Lammers, VP Quinte Christian High School

Project Day this Friday, December 
8. No School for Students. 
Assignments posted on Edsby.

Please join us for the annual 
TDChristian Christmas concert 
on Thursday, December 14
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Our fall sports season concluded with the end of OFSAA finishing. Our winter sports are now in full swing.

The Senior Boys Tier 1 Volleyball team had an awesome finish to the season winning the silver medal at OFSAA, 
losing to Louis Riel, the top seed. Thanks to Ms. Dibbits and Ms. Weening for all their work and coaching.

The Junior Girls Tier 1 team has played two league games, losing both in tight matches. It continues with league 
games this evening in Newmarket.

The Senior Girls Volleyball team won its first two league games. It plays two games tonight at home. The team 
also competed in a tournament this past Friday at Newmarket High, advancing to the final.

The Junior Boys Basketball team lost its first two league games as many players are learning and adapting to high 
school basketball. The boys have a game this evening at Woodbridge College and a tournament this weekend at 
Brampton Christian.

The Senior Boys Basketball team has won its first two league games. It plays again later this week. The team 
played this past weekend at Brampton Christian, winning one game, and losing two.

Praise & Petition        - E. Dengerink/M. Laswick

Our Grade 12s and Fifth year students are working on decisions for next year while managing their course load 
and their lives outside of school. Please remember them in your prayers. 

Congratulations to Mr. Groot who was presented with the Leadership in School Sport Award at the OFSAA Ban-
quet on Nov. 22 for his involvement as a teacher in high school sports since 1981. 

Music Notes           - K. Hayward

As we move into advent, we look forward to and invite you to join us for our annual Christmas concert on 
Thursday, December 14 at 7:00 pm.

Featured will be a mix of seasonal and non-seasonal music presented by the concert band, choir, jazz band, 
Ascension (Praise Band), the current grade 9 music classes and soloists. Come and join in singing some of your 
favourite Christmas carols and hear music from Bach to the Pentatonix. There will also be an opportunity to share 
in fellowship over tasty treats at the end of the concert.

Grade 9 students who are not going home on the busses must remain on the school grounds until the end of the 
concert. Pizza will be provided for dinner at a cost of $1 per slice. Email hayward@tdchristian.ca with your order.

Here is the current sound check schedule:
TIME GROUP 
3:00 Jazz Band
3:25 Ascension
4:10 Soloists 
5:00 Grade 9 Band
5:30 Concert Band
6:00 Choir 

Dress for the concert is formal or dressy attire. The colour scheme for the concert is black bottoms (including 
shoes) and white tops. For the females: black dress pants or long skirts (no leggings, jeggings or yoga pants) and 
a white dress blouse or top.  An all black dress or top is also appropriate. All tops must have sleeves as per school 
dress code. For the males: black dress pants, black shoes and a white dress shirt are required. Black ties are 
optional.
 
Concert Band members will have their performance evaluations during the Tuesday and Thursday rehearsals 
following the concert. A schedule will be posted in Edsby next week.
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Choir performance evaluations will take place on the Monday rehearsal following the concert. 

Please send any questions about the music program to Mr. Hayward (hayward@tdchristian.ca).

Transportation 
AM Pick-ups: All students must be at their stops 5 minutes before the assigned time. Bus drivers will not wait for 
students to arrive at their stops unless the bus is there more than 5 minutes ahead of the scheduled time. In such 
cases, the bus will stop on a side street to wait before continuing its run as stopping on a main artery or in a transit 
lane is not permissible.

Bus Tracking: As the weather becomes more unpredictable, so will the traffic. The bus tracking system is a 
valuable tool in helping families see where the busses are and if they are delayed. 

How does bus tracking work? 
Parkview supplies the busses and each bus comes with a GPS unit. GeoRef is the company that supplies the 
software (BusPlanner) that allows us, and you at home, to track the GPS location of the busses online. If the 
tracking is not working, it may be for any one of the following reasons:

1) GeoRef’s system is not working (can’t log-in, map won’t appear, “Bus location information unavailable” 
message)
2) the GPS unit stops working (bus appears stopped for a long period of time).
3) The driver had to switch busses and so the system is not tracking the right bus (Etobicoke bus tracks in 
Richmond Hill, or bus shows parked at depot in Caledon or Newmarket).

When you notice issues with the bus tracking system, please email heinbuch@tdchristian.ca. The TDChristian 
office only uses bus tracking if a bus is late to school so please inform us of any issues so that we can report it to 
Parkview and GeoRef. When that happens, it is usually fixed within an hour.

School Closures: As we head into winter, there is an increased chance of the weather affecting the running of 
our busses. When enough busses are cancelled, school is cancelled as over 90% of our students use busses. 
The decision to cancel school is made using the criteria below. It is usually made between 6am and 6:15am and 
then is immediately posted on the website. The automated text/call system is initiated, as well, so families should 
receive notificaiton. If in doubt about a school closure, check the website; do not call the school.

Criteria used for School Closures due to Weather: TDChristian buses come from many different areas. While 
some areas may receive several centimetres of snow, other areas may receive little to no accumulation. Often 
questions are asked as to why we had or didn’t have school. The main factor for deciding a school closure is the 
safety of students. Here are the main factors we consider:
• Accumulation in Caledon and Newmarket, the locations of our two Parkview hubs. If either hub is unsafe, 

school is cancelled as having half the school missing is not productive.
• Accumulation in Woodbridge making getting to the school difficult.
• Decisions made by the Peel, Toronto, Caledon, Halton, and York school boards.
• Timing of the weather effecting the commute to or from school due to road conditions or poor visibility.
• The amount of predicted or actual precipitation -  a few centimeters on the ground usually does not in itself 

mean the school will close.
• The type of precipitation - freezing rain, blizzard, fluffy snow.
• Temperature - extreme cold weather alerts may mean waiting at some of our stops is not safe.

Occasionally busses will be late to school due to the weather. If it is a particularly slow morning and several 
busses are late, the start of the school day and length of classes are altered to minimize the number of students 
who will be late to class. Sometimes, due to weather alerts, we may end school early in order for busses to get 
ahead of the potential traffic chaos. In the end, if busses are running and the weather is bad in your area, we trust 
you, as parents or guardians, to decide whether or not to send your children to school. In those cases, students 
should access Edsby (check the feed, message the teacher or a classmate) to stay abreast of school work.
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Volunteer Opportunity 

The Resource Department is looking for parent volunteers to be scribes for students during their exams. This would 
entail verbatim writing and reading of exam questions and answers. Opportunities can be made available in the 
morning and/or afternoon of Tuesday January 23 and Thursday January 25. Please contact Laura Kooy for more 
details or questions (kooy@tdchristian.ca).

Online Clothing
The Estore (www.tdchsestore.com) has been up for a week and a half and will remain up until December 8. Samples 
are available for students to look at during lunch in the foyer. Orders will be delivered to the school prior to Christmas 
break.

From the Finance Department     - M. Cate

This is a reminder from the finance office that tuition payments and donations to the school need to be in the mail 
by Dec. 31, 2017 in order to qualify for a 2017 tax receipt. This includes funds for the trips to Belize and Domincan 
Republic during March Break 2018. Cheques received in 2018 will be put towards the 2018 tax receipt.

Guidance           - E. Dengerink

Application time is here! Students have received the necessary information to help them with their applications, 
including their PIN numbers.
• Ontario Public universities – January 17, 2018 for equal consideration
• Ontario Community Colleges – February 1, 2018 for equal consideration
• Christian Universities and Colleges usually having a rolling application deadline.
• Universities and Colleges outside of Ontario also have their own deadlines. Check their websites and apply 
immediately. You should let guidance know if you are applying out of province or to a Christian institution so we can 
forward your transcripts. 

Students applying to post-secondary programs that need a portfolio: please check the websites carefully for 
portfolio deadlines so you are not taken by surprise.

Portfolio Mentorship
Vaughan Public Library is partnering with the City of Vaughan and Level Studio to offer a free one-on-one portfolio 
review for high school students. This is a great opportunity for art, technology, and design students to receive 
mentoring from experts in their desired field. Bring any art and design pieces you have to the one-on-one portfolio 
session at the Bathurst Clark Resource Library on Sunday, January 7. 

Grade 10, 11 and 12 students: SHAD is an opportunity to be challenged, to network for life and to connect to 
future internship opportunities. Attend this transformational month-long summer program at one of 13 Canadian 
universities. SHAD exposes you to advanced topics and supports students to discover new ways to learn, engage, 
experiment and excel. Check it out at WWW.SHAD.CA.

SCHOLARSHIPS
• Applying to Redeemer? If you do so before December 15, you will get a $250 textbook credit.
• Presidential and Chancellor Scholarships: Check the University you are considering applying to for 

information on their Presidential and Chancellor Scholarships! Each university has scholarships unique to their 
school and to specific programs.

• Burger King Scholarship: high school seniors, Burger King employees and their dependent children: deadline 
is December 15, 2017. Check www.bkmclamorefoundation.org for details.
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SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES
If you are in Grade 11 or 12, consider taking EXPLORE. This five-week intensive immersion program is adapted 
to all skill levels. It is an opportunity to travel, learn and practise your French while discovering a new culture. 
The $2,200 bursary (available to all applicants) pays for most of the cost. You could also apply to Languages at 
Work, which provides opportunities to work in your host community following the Explore program. Check www.
myexplore.ca and www.languagesatwork.ca/en

WORKERS WANTED
Muskoka Bible Centre is hiring summer staff and taking registrations for its leadership training program. For 
resort and conference centre work, visit steppingstones.muskokabiblecentre.com/. For summer camp work and 
leadership training opportunities, visit mycamp.ca. 

Field Trips Focus Day, December 19
The grade 10 E-block class (Mr. Freeman) will go to the zoo. Students can bring a lunch or money to buy a lunch. 
Please dress warmly & in layers as we will be outside for a total of 2 hours regardless of weather.

Grades 10, 11 and 12 Art class (Mrs. Tenyenhuis) will be visiting the Textile Museum in Toronto. ‘Narrative 
Threads’ is the exhibit, which will focus on global, historical, religious and cultural stories that are revealed in the 
creative use of fibers. Students need to bring along a good lunch and their sketchbooks!

The grade 12 Families in Canada class (Mr. Terpstra) will be serving at The Good Shepherd Centre in Hamilton for 
the day. We will leave TD at 9 am and return in time for the buses. All students are required to bring their own bag 
lunch as there is no where to buy one.

The grade 12 Biology class (Mr. Kim) will travel to the Ontario Science Centre. We will leave school at 9 am and 
return before the end of the day. Lunch can be purchased or brought along.

The senior music class (Mr. Hayward) will travel to CrossPoint CRC in Brampton for a musical presentation. 
Students need to bring a lunch along. The class will return to school in time for busses as the end of the day.

The grade 12 Law class (Mr. Klompmaker) is going to The Superior Court of Justice in Toronto. They will be going 
through security so they should avoid items that are not necessary. Students may bring a lunch or buy lunch one 
in the cafeteria. 

Grade 12 English period four (Mr. Vriend), will travel to the Distillery District. This is a cultural and creative writing 
outing. Students will visit galleries, displays, and booths, making observations and notations with a view toward a 
formal written assignment. 

Grade 9 Electricity (Mr. Robinson)
The most recent quarter is done but a number of students need to either show Mr. Robinson their final house 
project circuit and/or hand in the booklet that goes with it. Final due date is TOMORROW, Dec. 7 (unless students 
communicate a plan to complete it shortly thereafter).

Suitcases for Belize
The team is in need of suitcases to take along to Belize in March. If you have any extra suitcases that you do not 
need returned, please drop them off in the school office. We want to bring along as many donations as we can, so 
please, no small, carry on or “old school” clunky, heavy weight pieces. Thank you for your continued supported.
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2017 OFSAA Boys’ A Volleyball Partners

www.ofsaa.on.ca/boys-volleyball

“Thank you to all of our OFSAA 2017 Sponsors”.
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Community 

Community Events
1) Timothy Christian School invites you to our Christmas Program “The Pathway of Promise” at Covenant 
Reformed Church, 265 Albion Rd. Thursday, December 21st at 7pm.  Join us for refreshments in the Fellowship 
Hall immediately following the program. We look forward to celebrating our Saviour’s birth together.

2) Cambridge Christian School welcomes supporters and alumni to join us as we celebrate our 50th Anniversary 
on Saturday, April 28, 2018. An open house will be held at our school from 1 pm to 4 pm featuring Decade 
displays.  Tickets are on sale for our Gala Evening which will begin at 5:30 pm on Saturday, April 28 at the 
Waterloo Police Association, 1128 Rife Road, Cambridge.  Contact office@cambridgechristianschool.com for 
more information or to let us know you are coming  (and share your contact information). Follow us on our 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/ccs.fifty.anniversary.  We praise God for His faithfulness and look 
forward to celebrating 50 years of Christian education in Cambridge.


