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Nota Bene            - W. Groot                                          
Taking steps in faith is rarely easy or simple. Project 20/20 is the third significant expansion since the turn of the century. 
It is another step in faith; some would say a leap (which was the first name we pondered for this project) given that the 
final estimated cost for the entire project is $5.5 million. As we look back on the school’s history, we are reminded of the 
work of many people especially previous visionary TDChristian Board members and school leaders.

Sir Isaac Newton was credited with saying, “If I have seen further, it is by standing on the shoulders of giants.” In a 
similar fashion, the present Board and Leadership Team continue to cast a vision for the future; we are building on the 
work of those who have gone before us who sought to honour God while building TDChristian.

In the minutes of the Fall 2006 Membership Meeting, we read, “A recent $100,000 gift from an estate will enable the 
Board to pursue a variety of possibilities which it was exploring, including the possible purchase of the fire hall next to 
the school…” Through diligent work and relationships developed with the City of Vaughan, TDChristian eventually was 
able to purchase the station in 2012 with the understanding that the school build a theatre space. Six years after that, in 
June 2018, we began Phase 1 of Project 20/20. This month we embark on Phase 2. We are thankful for these steps, as 
we continue to move forward in faith. 

Looking ahead, using plans that have been refined for over five years, our building at this time next year should feature 
a new entrance, a presentation centre (which satisfies our agreement with the City of Vaughan for a theatre space), a 
double-classroom, a multi-purpose classroom, and a spacious learning commons. 

This expansion will provide TDChristian staff more and better spaces to enfold, engage and empower students for 
service in the light of God’s Word. Students, current and future, will have access to incredible learning areas that take 
into account their talents, gifts and learning styles and the future of education. The light of Christian education will shine 
brighter in Woodbridge and throughout the GTA. (Continued on next page.)

Limited parking this year. See the
map on the last page for options.

Grandparents Day is Thursday, May 9, 2019.
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It is and has been an exciting though sometimes daunting time but we are grateful for the $2.3 million already 
raised. We are working diligently raising funds, making prudent financial plans, and determining the best use for 
325 Woodbridge Ave. We continue to move forward knowing that our God is faithful; He will bless our work and 
our steps. 

Your contributions, as a parent, guardian, student, supporter, community or TDChristian member, are essential. As 
in the past, we go together in faith.

To learn more about what’s happening at TDChristian, including the plans and funding for Project 20/20, we invite 
you to the Membership Meeting on Thursday, April 25, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. (the same day as Learning Dialogues). 

Learning Dialogues: Thursday, April 25, 3:30 to 6:30 pm  
Learning Dialogues for parents, guardians, teacher and students will take place on Thursday, April 25, the same 
night as the Spring Membership Meeting (see below for details). If you would like to meet with your student’s 
teachers, please log onto www.schoolinterviews.ca and use d5tqe as the event code. You can schedule your 
times as per the teacher’s availability.

Spring Membership Meeting        - M. Cate

Parents, guardians, members, and non-members are invited to the Spring Membership Meeting beginning at 7:30 
p.m. on Thursday, April 25. For more details, see the Nota Bene found on the first page. Parents or guardians can 
earn 2.5 volunteer hours (per family) for attending.
     
Praise & Petition                                                           - E. Dengerink/M. Laswick

We are thankful for the gift of new life. Congratulations to Laura and Brad Kooy on the safe arrival of Hudson 
Samuel, born March 27, and to Marcella and Steve Haanstra with Zachary Tristan, born April 9. Zachary is the 
eleventh grandchild for librarian and archivist, Joni Knibbe. 

Please pray for the Lord’s guidance and peace as the Grade 12 Students continue to plan for their future. 

Alice Vanderkooy (recently retired from TDChristian) has been struggling with health issues recently. Please pray 
for her as she goes through tests and learns to determine a treatment plan.

Please pray for Angie Vanderkooi, Noah’s mom, as she awaits additional tests and she and husband Kevin 
consider further treatment options.

 

Grade 11 Toronto Service Trip       - P. Schuurman

Last Tuesday, a busload of Mr. VanEerden’s, Mr. Terpstra’s and Mr. Feddema’s Grade 11 classes rolled out 
at 7:32 a.m. headed for downtown Toronto. The students, along with six staff members and volunteer Cindy 
Schreutelkamp (Youth Director from ClearView Church) enjoyed an amazing trip! Our partner organizations 
-- Scott Mission, the Lighthouse, the Good Shepherd, Church of the Redeemer, Sanctuary, Portland Place and 
St. Felix Center, to name a few -- are wonderful hosts who routinely talk about how well the students work. They 
are organizations that are committed to bringing resources and hope to those who are experiencing financial or 
spiritual needs. We recognize that these needs are ones that we also have in our “own backyard.” May we all 
continue to seek God’s grace and compassion as we celebrate our Saviour’s resurrection. Thank you for your 
support of education that empowers and impacts students in the ways this one does. It is a memorable trip!

Housing Needed for a New Staff Member 
Hello, my name is Joel Dykxhoorn (‘04). I am very excited to return to TDChristian as a staff member. Part of the 
transition involves a move for my family from Strathroy. My wife, Rachel, and our two sons Colton (6) and Ezekiel 
(4) are looking to rent in the Vaughan area beginning in late July. We prefer a unit that has at least two bedrooms 
along with a room/area for the boys to play. If you or someone that you know has a potential house/unit to rent that 
would be suitable for our family please email me at joeldykxhoorn@gmail.com. If you have any questions feel free 
to inquire. Thank you! We look forward to joining the TDChristian community in the coming months!
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Falcons Perch        - C. Hoving

Badminton teams have swung into their seasons. Three senior teams advanced to Round 2 of playoffs but were 
all eliminated this past Friday. Two junior teams advanced to Round 2 at Maple HS on April 23.

Boys Soccer began its season Monday with a tournament at Redeemer University College. The team had a good 
day, finishing with one win, one tie and one loss. The team hosts Durham Christian HS and Smithville Christian HS 
for a small tournament next Monday.

Girls Soccer also began its season yesterday with a tournament at Redeemer University College. It will also be in 
a tournament next Friday at Woodbridge College.

Junior and Senior Ultimate coaches have finalized their teams and have begun team practices. They start their 
seasons with tournaments later this month.

Track & Field began today with its first practice at the Toronto Track & Field Centre at York University. Practices 
will continue throughout the month of April.

Music Notes                                                                                  - K. Hayward

On Friday, April 5 TDChristian hosted the annual Grade School Band Festival. Joining us on the day were Timothy 
Christian School, Wesley Christian Academy, John Knox Christian School Brampton, John Knox Christian School 
Oakville and Halton Hills Christian School. Over 200 students came and shared their music. Several TDChristian 
students provided leadership at what was a fun and educational event. 

On May 3, many choir members will travel to St. Catherines for the Ontario Christian High School Choral Festival. 
Instruments of Peace – the concert for this event will take place at 7:30 p.m. at Calvary Gospel Church (89 Scott 
Street, St. Catharines, L2N 1G8). Tickets will only be available at the door ($5/students, $10/adults and $30/ 
family). Enjoy a night of wonderful music featuring over 300 students singing as one.

Concert Band members note that THERE WILL BE a rehearsal on Tuesday, May 21, the day after Victoria Day 
because we need another full rehearsal before the concert on Thursday of that week. 

Our annual Spring concert is scheduled for 7 p.m. on Thursday, May 23. It will feature music from the movies, 
Rossini, Scottish folk music, a march, and spirituals. But there will be more!

If you have any questions about music at TDChristian, e-mail Mr. Hayward at hayward@tdchristian.ca.

Parent Volunteer Opportunity - From Home
One place we advertise is on a site for independent and private schools called OurKids.net. Earn volunteer hours 
for writing a review to help others discover TDChristian. Obviously we are hoping for positive reviews, but we want 
you to be honest as well. Interested? Email Communications Coordinator Tim Buwalda (buwalda@tdchristian.ca). 

Class Trips 
Grade 10 Civics classes (Mrs. Teh and Mr. Kim) will visit Queen’s Park on Focus Day 3. They will leave school at 9 
a.m. and return before the end of school. Students are asked to bring a packed lunch or money to buy it.

Guidance Corner         - E. Dengerink

College and University Applicants: 

Grade 12 students: Midterm marks will be sent to OUAC and OCAS by April 25 and should appear on the OUAC/
OCAS websites shortly thereafter. Be sure to check for accuracy, especially if you are taking courses outside of 
TDChristian. Check deadlines for entrance tests and information sessions (mostly community colleges), residence 
applications, personal information forms, (mostly universities) and scholarship deadlines (all applicants). Need 
help? Check with your guidance counsellor.
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Enriched Support Program: Do not miss out on university. Carleton offers a unique way to qualify for degree 
admission while taking first year courses. It offers the opportunity to enrol in first-year university courses, to earn 
admission to a degree and to strengthen your academic skills. Check Carleton.ca/esp for further information.

Many universities offer a summer transition program for students with disabilities, including guidance from a Program 
Coordinator, academic support from a Learning Strategist and training in the use of assistive technology. Contact the 
universities’ student support centre for further information.

Graduation!! Community Service Hours: 40 hours of Community Service is a mandatory requirement for the Ontario 
Secondary School Diploma. Students who do not have thier hours completed or their forms submitted won’t 
graduate. Hand in signed documentation to Marg in the office. Forms are available on the TD Splash Page. 

Summer School information for local public and Catholic School Boards will be the Splash! page later this week. 
Students can recover a credit or take a new course. Apply soon. See Mrs. Dengerink if you would like to register. 

If you would like to earn a credit while studying abroad check https://blythsummers.ca/ or http://www.meiacademy.
com/2018-all-mei-summer-study-abroad-programs/ for more information. 

Grade 11 Students

We will hold Future Directions sessions with the Grade 11 classes this week. Students will be given information 
about researching post-secondary ideas. During April and May, all Grade 11 students will sign up for 15 minute 
guidance sessions to help them with their planning. Parents or guardians who have questions are encouraged to 
contact the guidance department. Please note that the TD Splash Page has links to MyBlueprint, Future Directions 
and the Post-Secondary Decision-making Process. These are all very helpful for research and planning.

Summer Ideas: Check the Fridge Door published on March 27 for lots of options!

Experiences Canada Forums hosts a week-long program (June 29-July 6) to develop knowledge and awareness of 
diversity issues and to inspire young people to become leaders for change. See the attached flyer for more info! 

Immunizations and Possible Suspensions: Starts May 2
York Region Public Health requires students to be immunized. The families and homestays of students aged 7 to 17 
who have not been immunized have been or will be contacted by York at least twice before May 1, the day we will 
receive a list of students who must by law be suspended beginning on May 2 (and for up to 20 school days) until 
they have their immunizations completed and we receive an email allowing them to return to school.

Last year, we were able to inform students the day before the suspension would begin of their lack of immunization 
and the impended suspension. Thankfully, all students were able to be immunized and no one was suspended. 
However, some of them had to stand in line for a long time to have the immunizations done.

If you have received a letter from York Region Public Health, please read it carefully and deal with it so that no 
suspension will occur.

Dinner & A Show: 
Parent/Guardian/Teacher Version
In just over a month, many of our students will be travelling downtown to catch 
the smash-hit musical, “Come From Away.” When we put word out for students 
who were interested, we heard back from an overwhelming number of parents, 
guardians and teachers, too. However, we can’t accommodate either at a 
student group rate. 

But fear not! TDChristian is now running “Dinner & A Show: Parent/Guardian/
Teacher Version” in June 25. You can catch the international sensation “Come 
From Away” after dinner at the Hothouse Restaurant, all for $110. To book 
your seat, register under the “Calendar” tab at tdchristian.ca/. If you are 
interested, go to this link and fill out the Interest Form. http://www.tdchristian.
ca/dinnerandashow.
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diversitY & inclusion
FORUMS

TorOnto
June 29th - 

July 6th 2019
Visit our WebSite for More InforMatioN on hoW 
To appLy, regiStratIon cosTs, and ProgrAm deTails.

wWw.ForUmS.ExperIenceScanaDa.cA

65 youth between the ages of 14-18 will be selected from across Canada, to 
travel to Toronto for a week-long program to develop their knowledge and 

awareness of diversity issues and inspire them to become leaders for 
change in their own communities.

Stand Up! Speak Out!
For a Better Canada

DeaDline: AprIl 30, 2019
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