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Nota Bene            - W. Groot                                          
“The play’s the thing” is a quote from Hamlet. At TDChristian, we are in days between the first three and last three per-
formances of this year’s mainstage production, “Little Women.” It’s an empowering event that makes TDChristian’s walls 
“permeable.” Besides the actors, we have a student who wrote the stage adaptation of the play, other students who cre-
ated the poster, and still others who oversee the tech and work on the set. It’s a wonderful way for students to learn.

What makes December and January stand out is that students share their learning through presentations (Presentations 
Day is Dec. 19), assignments, projects, performances (Christmas Concert is Dec. 13 at 7 p.m.), experiments, displays, 
and final evaluations. Our Winter Open House & Celebrations of Learning on Thurs., Jan. 11 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
includes student presentations in six different areas, tours, and a display of student projects and work. Attendees choose 
where to go and what to see. Rub shoulders with potential new families. Invite people to come. We hope to see you there!

Finally, as we move into the Christmas season, my hope and prayer is that we take time to celebrate the reason for the 
season: Christ came, born of a virgin, in human form so that we might be saved! 
TDChristian Christmas Concert to go LIVE on the Internet: Dec. 13, 7 p.m.
The best place to experience Night of Wonder, TDChristian’s Christmas Concert on Thursday, December 13, is at the 
school. But for those who can’t make it, the next best place to experience the concert is via the internet. That’s right, for 
the first time ever, tell your loved ones near by or far away that they can watch the Christmas Concert live on our YouTube 
channel, www.youtube.com/tdchwoodbridge, on Thursday, December 13, at 7 pm.

Little Women Dinner Theatre & Silent Auction Update and Final Showtimes
A hundred and ten people attended the Dinner Theatre and Silent Auction. Thanks to a host of volunteers under the guid-
ance of the Gala Committee over $10,000 was raised – some for drama, some for yearbook and the rest for a special 
project still to be determined. Keep the first Saturday in December open for next year’s Dinner Theatre and Silent Auction.

Over 300 elementary school students are coming to TDChristian on Thursday, December 6 for a matinee at noon. There 
will be a special DESSERT SHOW on Friday, December 7 at 2 p.m. This show is especially for seniors (and anyone 
who accompanies them, including students at TDChristian who will be allowed to miss Period 4 provided they go to the 
play with their grandparent(s)). The show’s finale is on Friday at 7 p.m. Reserve your tickets for either show by emailing 
playtickets@tdchristian.ca today. Or, buy them at the door.

Consultation: Education in Ontario - Go to fortheparents.ca
Parents, guardians, students, educators and interested individuals or organizations are urged to provide feedback on the
education system in Ontario. To have clout, 20,000 independent school supporters should send submissions. The key 
message is for parents and guardians to indicate their desire to be an integral part in the education of their children. Let 
the government know what is important for Ontario education. Consultation closing date is Dec. 15.

The Presentations Day program can be found on the TDChristian Splash! Page.
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Praise & Petition                                                           - E. Dengerink/M. Laswick

Grade 12 and fifth year students are working on decisions for next year while managing their course load and their 
lives outside of school. Please remember them in your prayers. 

We extend our condolences to the family of Jeannette Weening, Rachael Weening’s aunt, who passed away on 
Sunday, December 2. May her family be comforted by God’s love and the love of community.

Please continue to pray for Christine Martens, Laurie Martens mom and William Groot’s sister, who is currently an 
outpatient at West Park Rehabilitation Centre. Christine is trying to manage the difficult side effects of her cancer 
treatments including several mini-strokes. Pray for strength and patience for Christine and her family. 

Final Evaluations Schedule in Next Fridge Door
There will be only eight school days after students return from the Christmas Break before Final Evaluations be-
gin. Check the next Fridge Door for the Final Evaluations schedule and notes about them.

The Fidgets are Coming (Improv Night at TDChristian)            - D. Feddema

The International Block group is hosting the improv group “The Fidgets” on Friday, February 15, 2019 at 7 p.m. 
The show will be opened by TDChristian’s Improv Team! To learn about the Fidgets and the fun they bring, check 
their website and watch their iconic “mousetrap scene” (fidgetcomedy.com/mousetrap). Watch the Fridge Door for 
more announcements. All profits will go to the International Block Trip to the Dominican Republic in April and May.

Automated Call Issues for Freedom Mobile Customers            - M. Heinbuch                                             
                   
If Freedom Mobile is your cell phone service provider, please read this entire message as ACTION IS REQUIRED 
of you. If Freedom is NOT your service provider, you do NOT need to read this message or do anything.

Our automated call system automatically detects if your phone number is a cell number or a landline number. The 
system sends texts to cell phones and voice calls to landlines. As we found out last week, since about March, 
Freedom Mobile has blocked all toll-free numbers (such as ones used by automated call services, including ours) 
from sending texts to Freedom Mobile customers. Freedom Mobile receives the texts (so our system shows them 
as “successfully sent” and we are charged for them), but the messages are not sent along to the customers (you). 
This means any Freedom Mobile customers will NOT receive texts from TDChristian about bus cancellations or 
delays. This is why a number of families have recently not been receiving texts when they have been sent. To 
the knowledge of the calling service, only Freedom Mobile does this and they do this to all call services as way of 
protecting their clients from telemarketers and spam. They do, however, allow voice calls from toll free numbers.

So, if you are a Freedom Mobile customer, and you are not going to change service providers (to anyone other 
than Freedom), you need to email heinbuch@tdchristian.ca and CHOOSE ONE of the following options:
1. Provide TDChristian with a non-Freedom Mobile number (as some families use multiple service providers) so 

that you can receive text notifications to that number and then notify your Freedom family members yourself. 
We will need to know which is the Freedom number to replace/delete so we don’t continue paying for it.

2. Opt out of receiving TEXT messages from the call service. I will then manually change your contact settings 
so that YOU WILL ONLY RECEIVE VOICE CALLS on your cell phone(s). This way you can still get the 
notification via a phone call - not a text. Be advised that opting out of texts affects ALL NUMBERS for your 
household, not just one (even if only one is a Freedom number).

3. Ask to simply have your Freedom number removed from the automated system so you will not receive any 
notification to that number. Since we do pay for every message sent, we don’t want to keep sending messages 
to numbers that can’t receive the message. This means you will either: 
a) rely on a different number from another provider within your household, or 
b) rely on friends or the school website for notification of bus cancellations or delays (NOTE: bus delays are 
not posted on the website).

Sorry for this inconvenience. We have done what we can to change Freedom Mobile’s policy. Freedome does not 
wish to change it.
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The End of Movember – Thank You and Winners                      - D. Feddema

A big thank you goes out to all who participated by growing a moustache, raising funds or awareness, or 
participating in a movement pledge. Last year, Canada had over 56,000 registered participants and this year I’m 
happy to say that TDChristian was officially part of the Movember movement raising over $600 towards funding 
men’s health programs and researching prostate and testicular cancers. Remember that it’s never a bad time to 
start a conversation about men’s health with your dad, brother, or son. This is an important part of Movember’s 
overarching men’s health vision for men to live happy, healthy and longer lives.

As part of TDChristian’s Movember efforts guessing the number of gummi worms in a jar was part of the fun. Staff 
and students made guesses for a dollar each. The winners of the razor kits were Mrs. VanSchepen and Dennis 
Pereboev; the winner of the gummi worms was David Basansky. Congratulations!

Parent/Guardian Volunteer Opportunity for Presentations Day, Dec. 19
Dozens of TDChristian classes from across the grades and curriculum have student presentations all day long. 
We love it when  parents and guardians come in and help evaluate them. Teachers will have ways for you to 
evaluate or give feedback; it’s very straight forward and no previous experience is necessary. Earn volunteer 
hours by volunteering for the morning, afternoon, or whole day (8:45 am to 2:55 pm). If you are interested send an 
email that says “I’m Interested” to Communications Coordinator Tim Buwalda at buwalda@tdchristian.ca. He will 
get back to you with more details.

Grade 11 Mentorship                      - S. Van Eerden

Although some students are still ironing out a few details with their mentors, the majority of Grade 11 students 
have completed the Mentorship Approval Form due on October 29. If you are still working at finishing this item, 
keep at it and keep talking to your teachers about it, letting them know how it is going. The next assignment, Get-
to-Know Your Mentor, is due on January 9. This will come quickly after the Christmas holiday, so it is a good idea 
to be thinking about this already or to do it before the Christmas break. 

Music Notes                                                                                  - K. Hayward

The TDChristian Music department will present “Night of Wonder”, our annual Christmas concert, on December 
13 at 7 p.m. The program will feature performances by Ascension, the concert band, the choir, the jazz band, 
soloists and the grade 9 music classes. At the conclusion of the night everyone will have the opportunity to enjoy  
Christmas treats especially prepared for the occasion.

Sound Check Schedule
3:10 Jazz band, 3:30 Soloists, 3:50 Ascension, 5:00 Grade 9 Band, 5:30 Concert band, 6:00 Choir

Grade 9 students participating in the concert must stay on school property if they stay after school and can have 
a pizza dinner provided for a nominal fee. Further details will be provided as we get closer to the event.

Dress for the concert is formal or dressy attire. The colour scheme is: black bottoms (including shoes) and white 
tops. 

Females must black dress pants or long skirts (no leggings, jeggings or yoga pants) and a white dress blouse or 
top.  A long (knee length) black dress is also appropriate. All tops must have sleeves.

Males must wear black dress pants, black shoes and a white dress shirt. Black ties are optional.

Concert band students will have their performances evaluations on the Tuesday and Thursday following the 
concert.

Please send any questions about the music program to Mr. Hayward at hayward@tdhristian.ca.

From the Art Room
The Art department is in continual need of large juice cartons. We make books from them!
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Falcons Perch          - C. Hoving

The TDChristian Alumni Volleyball Tournament was held at TDChristian on November 10. The RED team consisting 
of grads from 2004 to 2014 won this year defeating seven other teams. Congratulations to grads Tim Kooy, Kirk 
Riedstra, Zach Weening, Jason Kooy, and Joel Dykxhoorn who were part of the winning squad. Next year’s 
tournament is scheduled for November 9.    

The Senior Boys Tier 1 Volleyball team completed its season at OFSAA in Belleville competing as one of 20 Single 
A schools (500 students or fewer) in the province. The team was eliminated in the consolation quarter finals against 
consolation winner Brampton Christian School. Thank you to Ms. Dibbits and Ms. Weening for coaching.
The Senior Girls Tier 1 Volleyball team kicked off its season at the TDChristian Tournament this past Friday. The 
team advanced to the semi-finals, pushing eventual winner Bill Crothers SS to three sets. The team began league 
play Monday night, losing both matches. The team continues on the road tonight at Aurora HS and has a tournament 
on Friday at St. Jean de Brebeuf CHS.

The Senior Girls Tier 2 Volleyball team started its season last week with league games on Monday, losing both. 
The girls also participated in the TDChristian Tournament, losing in the consolation semi-finals. They continued with 
league games on Monday night, winning one match and losing the other. They will also be at the tournament at St. 
Jean de Brebeuf CHS on Friday.

The Junior Boys Basketball lost their first YRAA game last week and won its second on Monday. The boys are at 
home tonight against Keswick High School. The team participated at a tournament at Brampton Christian School 
losing its three games. They continue to gain experience that should pay off in its season.

The Senior Boys Basketball have also begun their season with one win and one loss. It also hosts Keswick High 
School tonight. The team will participate in a tournament at Brampton Christian School this weekend.

If you are interested in refereeing afternoon intramural hockey games, email Eric Vrieling at hockey@tdchristian.ca.

Croquette Fundraiser      
Our first 50 cases have sold out already. Another 20 cases have arrived this week. If you would like to order some 
pre-cooked, beef croquettes, please email marg@tdchristian.ca. A case of 36 for $45 dollars. All proceeds support 
the March Break Belize trip.

Immunization Notice from Public Health      
Ontario students require up to date immunization records to attend school, and York Region Public Health workw 
closely with schools to ensure students stay healthy with immunizations. This is under the legislated requirement of 
the Immunization of School Pupils Act (ISPA). 

In April and May 2018 York Region Public Health had successful suspension campaigns with TDChristian (and 
other independent and private) schools that reached the goal of having students up to date with their required 
immunizations.

York Region Public Health will be following a similar timing of activities, with a  suspension date of Thursday May 2 
2019 planned for students in our school who do not comply (i.e. all students up to and inclulding 17 years of age).

A series of mailed notices spearheaded by York Region Public Health will be sent to affected parents/guardians and 
their children beginning in February 2019. TDChristian will be forwarded more information to share with our families 
to provide them with support and guidance through this process.
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Guidance Corner                         - E. Dengerink

Grade 12 Students should apply for university and college before the end of the Christmas break. Students who 
desire assistance or have questions regarding their applications should speak to their guidance counselor. 

Students applying to post-secondary programs that require a portfolio should check the websites carefully for 
portfolio deadlines.

Applying to Redeemer? Apply directly to apply.redeemer.ca/apply/. If you do so before December 15, you will get a 
$250 textbook credit for the 2019-20 school year.

Presidential and Chancellor Scholarships: Check the University you are considering applying to for information 
on their Presidential and Chancellor Scholarships! Each university has scholarships unique to their school and to 
specific programs.

Unique Opportunities: Experience University for a week! From May 7 to 10, 2019 students will have the 
opportunity to learn beyond the high school classroom with engaging and challenging courses that motivate them 
to explore and apply new knowledge. They return to school with renewed energy, an excitement for learning and 
ideas for post-secondary and career planning. Check out esu.queensu.ca for more information. Registration opens 
December 3, 2018.

SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES 
If you are in Grade 11 or 12, consider taking EXPLORE. This five-week intensive immersion program is adapted 
to all skill levels. It is an opportunity to travel, learn and practise your French while discovering a new culture. The 
$2200 bursary (available to all applicants) pays for most of the cost. Check myexplore.ca. You can also apply to 
Languages at Work, which provides opportunities to work in your host community following the Explore program. 
Check languagesatwork.ca/en
YOUTH EXPLORE is a three-week intensive French-immersion program that is offered during the summer for 
people with any skill level in French. Explore (ages 13 to 15) participants are awarded a place and funding which 
covers tuition fees for the course, instructional materials, meals, and accommodation. You will discover another 
region of Canada while learning French in classes adapted to your language level. Check myexplore.ca for more 
information. 

SUMMER SCHOOL ABROAD: Thinking of going abroad this summer and earning a course credit at the same 
time? Check out Blyth Academy International Summer Programs at BlythSummers.ca. or MEI International 
Academy at meiacademy.com. 


