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Nota Bene         - W. Groot

I hope that your Family Day Weekend was wonderful. Here are a few items to which I wish to draw your attention:
• Teacher, Rachael Weening was nominated for this year’s John Rozema Award for Teaching Excellence in Global Per-

spective. David Robinson won the Rozema Award for Excellence in Secondary Teaching in 2016. John Terpstra and 
Sean VanEerden made the short list for the Rozema Group Excellence Award in 2016 as did Richard Peters for the 
Rozema Award for Excellence in the Teaching of Creative and Performing Arts.

• We passed last week’s Ministry of Education inspection.
• A lot of work has been done with respect to Project 20/20 – Building and Campaign – as well as dealing with 325 

Woodbridge Ave. Please continue to pray for these initiatives. We hope to make announcements as decisions are 
made.

• Thursday, Feb. 22 at 7 p.m. Careers and Course Selections (learn more about preparation for Grades 11 and 12, Fifth 
Year opportunities for half the tuition, International Block 2019, and Internship Block where students work for two days 
a week and go to school for the other three days. Students are welcome with their parents, guardians or homestay 
parents). Earn 2.5 volunteer hours.

• We have a Last Will and Testament expert at TDChristian at 7 p.m. on March 1. Earn 1.5 hours while getting free ad-
vice on ways to set up your will or change it. When you are done, drive your child home from the TDChristian Students’ 
Talent Night.

Finally, here is an important reminder as we continue to working diligently to provide students with rigorous, wide-ranging, 
and timely education: The point of Christian education is to help students learn how to live for God. It is not first an invest-
ment in children, but in the kingdom of God, that Christians may impact the world in all areas of life.

 
From the TDChristian Finance Office
The 2017 tax receipts will be mailed by February 28, 2018.

Careers & Course Selections Meeting - Tomorrow at 7 p.m.
Course selections, college, university, apprenticeship, work, scholarships... the journey towards the time after high 
school includes many decisions and questions. Learn how you, as parents, guardians or homestays can supplement 
what your children are learning in their careers course and support their search for post-secondary options. Find out more 
about INTERNSHIP BLOCK and INTERNATIONAL BLOCK 2019, as well as half-price tuition possibilities for Fifth Year 
studenst. Students are encouraged to attend since course selections are due in the school office no later than 9 a.m. on 
Tuesday February 27. Families who attend the evening can earn 2.5 volunteer hours.
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Praise & Petition          - E. Dengerink/M. Laswick

Two students lost their grandfathers during the Family day weekend. We extend our condolences to Britney Velt-
man and Jocelyn Alkema. We pray for strength and comfort for both families as they mourn the loss of an impor-
tant family member.

We are thankful that the Grade 10 French and History block class had a marvelous time with their “twins” in Alma, 
Quebec. New relationships are established, French was spoken, and fun cultural activities were experienced. The 
class looks forward to hosting their “twins” in May. 

TDChristian Student Talent Show - March 1, 5:30 p.m.
The TDChristian Talent Showt is annual event filled with music, smiles, laughs, and talent. Doors open at 5:30 
pm and the show will begin at 6:00 pm. Tickets costs are $6.00 if bought in advance, $8.00 at the door, and $3.00 
for performers. Ticket price includes 2 slices of pizza, a pop or water, and the opportunity to see a lot of talent! 
Additional food may be purchased during the show with proceeds going to the Dominican Republic March Break 
trip. Ticket sales start today at lunch and will be sold each lunch hour on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 
outside of the office until March 1.

Music Notes                                                                                  - K. Hayward

The choir is looking forward to upcoming dates:
• April 27 – The City Youth Gospel Project at York University
• May 4 – The Ontario Christian High School Choral Festival in Grimsby

Only a limited number of choir students will be able to attend each event, so students are encouraged to sign up 
as soon as possible. 

Band parents and transportation providers are reminded that there will be no concert band rehearsals on March 
20 or April 3.

If you have any questions about music @ TDChristian, please send an e-mail message to Mr. Hayward at 
hayward@tdchristian.ca.

Mentorship                                                        - S. VanEerden 

Mentorship has ended. By this time, students should have completed their presentations and handed in their 
journals and completion forms. Thank you to all involved. If you were a mentor, your volunteer hours will be noted; 
however, you may double check by writing an email to Sean Van Eerden at vaneerden@tdchristian.ca. If you have 
any suggestions for how to improve the program, or you wish to be a mentor next season, please contact the 
same email address. Thanks again.

TDChristian Competes in the Improv Games                               - R. Peters 

TDChristian’s Improv team is in the final 15 of the Toronto Region. They are currently seeded fifth, and aiming for 
one of the top two spots so that they can complete in Ottawa in April as one of Canada’s top 20 teams. The team 
competes on Thursday, March 1 and should it remain in the top five, it will compete on Saturday, March 3 as well. 
Show support for our incredible (and hilarious) improv team by attending this great event.

Go to www.eventbrite.ca/e/toronto-regional-tournament-semi-finals-tickets-41281581321 for your ticket

Volunteer Opportunity
We are looking for five more families to help with baking for various school events. There will be opportunites this 
semester that will require baking. Please contact Julia VanderKooi at rjvanderkooi@yahoo.ca



3

Course Selections 2018-19                        - M. Heinbuch                                         

The course selection process for the 2018-19 school year has begun! This year, current students will choose 
next year’s courses online using My Blueprint. The link for My Blueprint is available on the Splash! Page. We will 
announce when the portal is open via Edsby announcements. 

We recommend that students and families determine desired courses using the sheets provided. Once choices 
are made, input them into My Blueprint. The final three steps are: print the sheet of selections from My Blueprint, 
ensure the sheet is properly signed, and bring the sheet to the main office on or before the appropriate due date.

Course selection sheets are due on the following dates:
•  Grade 12 Course Selection sheets (for current Grade 11 students) - Wednesday, February 28 by 9:00 a.m.
•  Grade 11 Course Selection sheets (for current Grade 10 students) - Tuesday, February 27 by 9:00 a.m.
•  Grade 10 Course Selection sheets (for current Grade 9 students) - Monday, February 26 by 9:00 a.m.
•  Students in Grade 12 who are thinking of or wish to attend TDChristian for a fifth year should contact Mr. 
Heinbuch about possibilities. A number of students have already indicated they wish to return. Half-price tuition 
is offered to fifth year students who are approved Student Assistants (TAs). Just knowing who is thinking of a fifth 
year is helpful for planning and scheduling as fifth year students often are great contributors to the school.

Remember there is a special Careers and Course Selections meeting TOMORROW at 7 p.m. especially for Grade 
10 students and their families. 

Guidance                          - E. Dengerink

Interaction Conference: April 25, 26, 2018. The conference is for University-bound grade 10 and 11 students. 
Students will spend one day on the University of Guelph campus, exploring the community and learning about our 
academic disciplines and student services. For more information visit: admission.uoguelph.ca/events. 

Post-Secondary Applications: Community College and University Applicants should check university 
and community college emails, mail and websites for information on scholarship deadlines, personal information 
forms, auditions and mandatory information sessions. Missing a deadline may mean missing an opportunity to 
be accepted to a program of your choice. Students should make sure they set up an account with each school to 
which they applied to in order to get all the information needed to make decisions by the provided deadlines.

University and College Tours/Open House
March break is a popular time for Universities and Colleges to host an Open House. Check out the institutions of 
your choice and make a plan to visit during March break. Visiting the campus is an important step in making the 
decision on which post-secondary school to attend. 

Scholarships 
For scholarship information, check schoolfinder.com and yconic.com. It is important to check the University 
Faculties to see if they offer any scholarships for the program you are applying to! 

• McMaster Engineering is offering the Hatch Entrance Scholarships valued at $32 000 each to exceptional 
students entering McMaster’s Engineering 1 Program.  Available to all students who are applying for 
Engineering, Computer Science and Bachelor of Technology.   Deadline: March 6, 2018 Check https://www.
eng.mcmaster.ca/future-students/undergraduate-entrance-scholarships for more information. 

Students with diagnosed learning disabilities, please note: You need to get in touch with the students services 
department in the community college or university to which you are applying to inform them of your IEP. There are 
also transition programs during the summer to help students get prepared for university and/or community college. 
Students are trained in technology, learn how to set up accommodations with their special needs office and learn 
how to navigate the campus experience. Take advantage of this opportunity to get a positive head start on the 
school year. Check the website of the college or university to which you are applying for further details. 

Study and Go Abroad Fairs: Sunday, March 4 from 12 pm to 5pm at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre. 
Check www.studyandgoabroad.com for details and to pre-register.
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Summer Ideas
• The Toronto and Region Conservation Authority is once again offering the Boyd Archaeological Field School 

in the summer of 2018.(August 10 – 26) This two week interdisciplinary program offers a Grade 12U  (IDC4U) 
credit. Days alternate between working in the field and in the classroom. Check www.boydfieldschool.org if you 
would like to know more about this exciting opportunity.

• Camp Shalom needs staff for their summer camp program! Positions include counsellors, Kitchen staff, 
maintenance staff, and lifeguards. Now is the time to apply. Interviews start on February 17th. Check www.
countrysidecamp.com.

• Muskoka Bible Centre is looking for staff for their summer programs. Check steppingstones.muskokabiblecentre.
com for more information. 

• Camp Widjiitiwin also has summer work opportunities for students. Make a difference this summer! Apply to: 
mycamp.ca/work-at-widji

Athletics           - C. Hoving

Our winter sports are winding down with almost all teams in playoffs.

The Junior Girls Tier 2 team have two wins and two losses in league play after its first week. The girls continue 
league play this weekend and then host their TDChristian Invitational this Friday at the school.

The Senior Girls Volleyball team began playoffs last week with a first round playoff win against King City SS. The 
girls continued playoffs last night against Tommy Douglas SS.

The Junior Boys Basketball season ended with a playoff loss to Stouffville District SS. The boys went on a 16 point 
run in the third quarter, but couldn’t quite pull off the win. Thank you to Mr. Sjaarda, Mr. Kim and Mr. E. Vrieling for 
coaching.

The Senior Boys Basketball also had their season come to an end with a playoff loss to ESC Renaissance. Thank 
you to parent Mr. Ken Gray, and staff members, Mr. Hoving and Mr. B. Vrieling for coaching.

TDChristian’s Hockey team competed in a tournament last week hosted by Hamilton District Christian High School. 
It finished the day with one win and two losses. Thank you to parent Mr. Edwin Van Schepen, alumni Michael 
Valkenburg and staff member Mr. E. Vrieling for coaching.

The school wide intramural hockey league had it’s year end tournament this past Friday at the Powerade Centre in 
Brampton. It was a great day of hockey with the Black team edging the Red team 2-1 in the final. Thank you to all 
the staff reps on each team, the referees, timekeepers and students who play in the league.

From the Art Room
The Art Room needs donations of game playing 
dice. Any size.

Belize Donations
Our hosts, Richard and Lucille Zul have two 
donation requests for people near and dear to 
their hearts:
1) a neighbour, a single mom, who is entering 
University this year and is hoping to study 
Pyschology. If you have any used textbooks or 
reference books on child phschology that you 
could part with, please pass them on to Marg in the office. 
2) a father of 10, a painter, is in need of acrylic paints for the canvasses he paints on to earn a living for his family. 
Thank you for your continued support and care for our friends in Belize.

 




