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Nota Bene             - W. Groot

TDChristian is hopping! (No, it’s not because of an Easter Egg Hunt.)

Besides learning in ALL areas of the curriculum (follow us on Instagram: @tdchristianhighschool):
 • Four sets of Math contests have just been written.
 • The next episode of the PULSE is being worked on for presentation next week.
 • PLEDGE DAY letters are being sent out prior to the Campaign Kickoff on April 25.
 • Learning Dialogues and Membership Meeting arrangements are being made for April 25.
 • A favourite day for many, Grandparents’ Day, May 4, is on the horizon.
 • Notice 2017, a collection of student work, is being perfected for the May 11 Launch.
 • Badminton, Track & Field, Soccer and Ultimate are going or imminent.

We continue to work diligently to enfold, engage, and empower students to learn for service in the light of God’s 
word. Please pray for us. Please be present among us. Please support our initiatives and actions by sharing your 
thoughts, talents, and gifts.

As we approach the Easter weekend, take time to reflect on, ponder, and celebrate God’s goodness to us through 
the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. My hope and prayer is that you may experience God’s near-
ness and love in deep and rich ways. Hallelujah! 

Praise & Petition                  - A. Vanderkooy/M. Laswick

Pray for the International Block class led by Rachael Weening and chaperones Brittney Bouwers, Jesse Hudson, 
Sarah VanderVeen, Ashley Tiemens, and Brian Bergsma in the Dominican Republic. They return on April 22.

Last weekend Laura Matheuszik’s dad, Jeff, went home for the first time since his accident in early January. He 
enjoyed relaxing with the family. Please pray for Jeff to have  strength, willpower, and patience to carry out the next  
phase of his treatment. He will hopefully be discharged later this month to continue his recovery at home.

Mr. Peters has been shortlisted for the John Rozema Award for Teaching in the Creative and Performing Arts.

Grade 12 Baby Photos Needed!
Grade 12 parents and guardians: we still need baby pictures for about 40 of this year’s grads. Please ask your son, 
daughter, or homestay student if he or she has brought in his or her picture yet. Email digital copies to buwalda@
tdchristian.ca or bring a physical copy into the office to have it scanned.
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Important Notes on Attendance     - M. Heinbuch

With the warm weather, there has been a noticeable increase in students skipping class. Students and families 
should note that students who skip must serve their detention time (usually double time for time missed) by the 
end of the next school day (either before or after school) or face suspension. This includes skipping classes, 
period 5, homeroom, or assemblies.

Students who are suspended lose 1% per class for each day of suspension. If a student is to miss a class, or part 
of the day (including leaving early) parents, guardians, and homestay parents are reminded to inform Marg in the 
office. Students who 18+ years old still need parental permission to sign out of class or leave school early.

Admissions: Family Referral Program (Earn Volunteer Hours)        - M. Heinbuch

Word of mouth is one of the best ways to get families to check out TDChristian. Starting today, we will credit 
families who refer other families to enroll their child or children into TDChristian for at least one year with volunteer 
hours. One stipulation is that the referred family cannot be enrolled in one of our elementary “feeder” schools 
(JKCS Brampton, Timothy Rexdale, Kleinburg Christian, Willowdale Christian, King Christian, Halton Hills 
Christian or Orangeville Christian Schools). For details, email Mr. Heinbuch at heinbuch@tdchristian.ca.

Grade 11 Service Trip    - P. Schuurman

Last week Grade 11 students in Mr. Van Eerden, Mr. Sjaarda’s, and Mr. Terpstra’s classes participated in the 
Toronto Service trip. The students were engaged in incredible experiences at their placements, learned about the 
streets of Toronto, ate at interesting restaurants in the downtown area, and learned about others - many who, in 
our society, are marginalized. Many thanks to the leaders: Mr. Terpstra, Mr. VanEerden, Mr. Sjaarda, Mr. Freeman, 
Mrs. Templeton, Mr. Hoving, and our guest chaperone, Mrs. Cindy Schreutelkamp.

Board Notes, April 2017              - Ruth Ann Schuringa
 
TDChristian’s Board Chair, Teresa Veenstra, was unexpectedly held-up on a work trip last week so our April 
meeting was ably led by Dave Stewart, the Vice-chair. The agenda included exciting reports about Project 20/20, 
the Firehall, and the planned Capital Campaign Kickoff on April 25. We also accepted the Budget for 2017-18 after 
the Finance Committee looked over it and are pleased to send it on to the membership for its approval. Enrollment 
will likely be around 400 for the coming year.

Our current tenants, the City of Vaughan fire fighters will be moving out of the fire hall soon, maybe by the end of 
this month, and after repairs by the city, TDChristian will have full possession of it, likely beginning on July 1. 

The Capital Campaign for Project 20/20 will be officially launched at the Membership meeting on Tuesday, April 25 
at 7:30 p.m. Don’t miss it as we will also celebrate Alice Vanderkooy’s 40 years of teaching! 

The board is preparing the agenda for the April Membership Meeting. You will be able to vote on two new board 
nominees and also to approve a second term to current board members Teresa Veenstra and Alta VanRooyen.  

I am so thankful for all of our board members, for the strengths they bring to the team, and for their collective 
wisdom in making decisions on behalf of TDChristian High School.   Please continue to pray for us, and for the 
leadership team of TDChristian: William Groot, Matt Heinbuch, and Patty Schuurman.

Music Notes                                                                                  - K. Hayward

On Friday, April 21, TDChristian will host our annual Elementary School Band Festival. The event will culminate in 
a concert beginning at 7 pm. In addition to the elementary bands, the TDChristian concert band will perform. As 
part of the festivities, Early Notice winners will be presented with their awards.

Members of the concert band need to arrive no later than 4:45 p.m. for a sound check after which pizza will be 
provided.
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On May 5, members of the TDChristian choir will attend the Ontario Christian High School Choir Festival. The 
choir will travel by bus to Hamilton, returning to TDChristian after the concert. Students will need to arrive at 
school(TDChristian) no later than 7:45 am. We expect to return between 10 and 10:30 pm. The event will feature 
a concert in the evening at St. Paul’s United Church in Dundas (29 Park St. West, L9H 1X3) beginning at 7:30 pm. 
Tickets will be available at the door or can be ordered in advance by e-mailing music@hdh.org.

On May 11, the TDChristian concert band will be participating in a Festival in Barrie. Students will perform at 10 
a.m. Parents and guardians may come to view the performers. 

Band parents and transportation providers are reminded that there will be no concert band rehearsal next 
Tuesday, April 18.

If you have any questions about music @ TDChristian, please e-mail Mr. Hayward at hayward@tdchristian.ca.

Organics for Orphans Update                         - Raven Murray & Robyn Postma (Gr. 10)

TDChristian’s E-block class continues to work with Organics for Orphans. On Tuesday, April 11, the class was 
joined by Dale Bolton and Kerri Roberts who worked to show students how they could create lessons for Organics 
for Orphans. Students are researching their topics and starting to format slideshows, lessons and review quizzes.

Dale taught us more about nutrition struggles in Africa and how Organics for Orphans is trying to help. We studied 
nutrition charts, learned about 
high-nutrient herbs and plants 
and ways of hiding nutrient-
dense greens in every day 
food. They also provided us 
with “green smoothies” to 
demonstrate how easy it is to 
consume more high-nutrient 
greens like spinach and kale.

Kerri brought us through the 
guidelines for all of our topics 
and instructions on how to 
prepare our power point 
slideshows. While Kerri and 
Dale were with us, we were able 
to ask them questions about 
the given topics. We have a 
better understanding of how our 
lessons will be used in various 
schools in Africa.

Volunteer Hours Opportunity for Students
Help clean up after Richview Baptist’s Garage Sale on Saturday, May 13 starting at 2 p.m. (see ad later in the 
Fridge Door). Free Pizza Dinner included. Contact Fariza Payne at fariza.payne@gmail.com. Twenty students or 
so may be needed. 

Summer Basketball Camp at TDChristian
Matolops Basketball will be running a camp out of our school from July 24 to 28. For more information or to 
register, visit http://www.matolopsbasketball.com/master-the-game.
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Athletics      - C. Hoving

The Girls Soccer team had another good showing at Monday’s Redeemer University College tournament winning 
twice and losing once. As the weather turns warmer, the team will continue to practice for the regular season.

The Boys Soccer team had two losses and a tie at the Redeemer University College tournament on Monday. The 
boys continue to prepare for the OCSSAA and OFSAA tournaments later this spring.
York Region play in badminton has begun in earnest. A good portion of the senior team advanced to the second 
round at Father McGivney. The junior team’s first round of York Region play was today at Maple High School.

The ultimate teams are preparing for their first tournaments in Aurora on April 19 (Juniors) & 21 (Seniors).

Track and Field is starting. The OCSSAA meet is on Monday, May 1 at Chingacousy Park in Brampton at the 
Terry Fox Stadium. Since TDChristian does not have a track and field facility, practices will be at the Toronto Track 
& Field Centre, an indoor facility at York University, and at Chinguacousy Park, 9050 Bramalea Rd,  Brampton, 
which is outdoors. Practices are scheduled at York from 2:30 to 4 p.m. on Thursday, April 13, Tuesday, April 
18, and Monday, April 24. Students will be bused to practices, but  need to arrange rides home from York. On 
Wednesday, April 26 there will be a 7:30 to 9 a.m. practice at Chingacousy Park. Students need to arrange ride to 
this practice but will be bused back to TDChristian at 9 a.m.

For more information, search for and check out the Track & Field group in Edsby.

Advertise Your Business at TDChristian and/or Humber College 
Next year TDChristian is proud to be hosting the OFSAA Boys “A” Volleyball Championships. We expect teams 
from across the province, and many spectators watching online. If your company would be willing to help sponsor 
the tournament, or if you know a company that we should approach, please email Tim Buwalda at buwalda@
tdchristian.ca for more details. Print, audio and video advertising is available. Thank you for your consideration!
                                                                     
NEW: The SCUBA 
Club
TDChristian’s SCUBA Club got 
underwater this past weekend, 
completing classroom and pool 
exercise requirements of the PADI 
open water course. Students, 
Tristan Le, Jared Fernandes, 
and Albin Joseph along with Mr. 
Robinson’s daughter, Julia, passed 
everything on the first try. They 
are now honing their skills during 
Monday pool nights with Adventure 
Sports Newmarket in preparation 
for the final requirements in Lake 
Simcoe (when it warms up in May). 

Teacher Mr. Robinson earned 
his divemaster pro card this past 
summer, and hopes to become a 
full instructor in the next couple 
of years. The Engineering Block 
class will do the intro version called Discover Scuba on Focus Day, May 3, to learn more about fluid dynamics and 
weightlessness.
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Guidance       - A. Vanderkooy

Community College and University Applicants: mid-term marks should appear on the OUAC/OCAS websites 
shortly after April 19, the day they are taken from Edsby. Be sure to check that grades are accurate, especially for 
courses taken through other schools. Also, check deadlines for entrance tests and information sessions (mostly 
community colleges), residence applications, personal information forms, (mostly universities) and scholarship 
deadlines (all applicants). Need help? Check with your guidance counsellor.

Scholarships: For scholarship information, check schoolfinder.com and yconic 

Enriched Support Program: Do not miss out on the opportunity to attend university. Carleton offers a unique 
way to qualify for degree admission while taking first year courses. It offers the opportunity to enrol in first-year 
university courses, to earn admission to a degree and to strengthen your academic skills. Check Carleton.ca/esp 
for further information.

Many universities offer a summer transition program for students with disabilities, including guidance from a 
Program Coordinator, academic support from a Learning Strategist and training in the use of assistive technology. 
Contact the universities’ student support centre for further information.

Grade 11 Students: We are currently meeting with all the Grade 11 students for 15-minute guidance sessions 
to answer questions and help them with the search process. If you, as parents, have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact the guidance department. Please note that the TD Splash Page has links to MyBlueprint, 
Future Directions and Post-Secondary Decision-making Process. These are all very helpful for research and 
planning.

US College EXPO Canada: This event is on Sunday, May 7 from 1 to 5 p/m. in Toronto. Pre-registration is 
required at USCOLLEGEEXPO.COM   Understand all aspects of the US Admissions process, from selection, 
application, financing and student athlete considerations. It is also an opportunity to meet with nearly 100 
American universities in one day.

The Faculty of Science at York University offers their Helix Summer Science Institute, as well as a new program, 
Spark Lab. The Helix Summer Institute is an enrichment program that runs from July 10 – August 4. It is designed 
for high achieving Grade 9-12 students who are passionately interested in science and mathematics. Check helix.
science.yorku.ca for further information. The Spark Lab program offers week-long sessions designed for students 
who want more hands-on science to explore physics, biology and chemistry through lab work. See helix.science.
yorku/spark for further details.

Advertising Opportunities!
Did you know that every TDChristian student gets a free copy of the yearbook each year? You can help us 
continue this tradition by sponsoring a yearbook ad at a very affordable rate. Send an email to Tim Buwalda at 
buwalda@tdchristian.ca and he’ll get back to you.

As well, next year, TDChristian is proud to be hosting the OFSAA Boys “A” Volleyball Championships. We expect 
teams from across the province, and many spectators watching online. If your company would be willing to help 
sponsor the tournament, or if you know a company that we should approach, please email buwalda@tdchristian.
ca for more details. Print, audio, and video advertising is available. Thank you for your consideration!

Community Service Hours
We remind our Grade 12 students and parents that 40 hours of Community Service is one of the mandatory 
requirements for the Ontario Secondary School Diploma. Students who do not have those hours completed need 
to look for ways to help in their communities. Students who have done their hours but have not submitted the 
paperwork yet, now is the time to get it in. Bring signed documentation to Marg in the office. Forms are available 
on our Splash! Page.
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From the Library  - J. Knibbe

New books in the collection: come and check them out!
• When Breath Becomes Air, by Paul Kalanithi “At the age of thirty-six, on the verge of completing a decade’s 

worth of training as a neurosurgeon, Paul Kalanithi was diagnosed with stage IV lung cancer. This book is an 
unforgettable, life-affirming reflection on the challenge of facing death and on the relationship between doctor 
and patient, from a brilliant writer who became both.”

• The Hundred-Foot Journey, by Richard C. Morais   Because of a great tragedy, the Haji family leaves their 
home in Mumbai. They eventually settle in a small town in France and open a family restaurant, directly across 
the street from a French restaurant whose owner has high hopes of achieving a high Michelin rating.

From the Archives
A list of the names of students who have won awards throughout TD’s history is being compiled. We are 
still trying to confirm the name of the valedictorian for the 1969-1970 graduating class. If copies of any of the 
valedictory addresses still exist, we would be happy to add them to our archives.

Improv!                                                                                               - R. Peters

On April 1, the Toronto Regional Tournament of the Canadian Improv Games final round began. Our Senior Team 
finished 11th overall. The only time we’ve done better was our very first year, and that was in the middle of the 
teachers’ strike. Given the youth of the team (they are all currently in Grades 10 and 11), things are looking great 
for next year!

Incredibly, “Pairmind” our two-person team of Elizabeth Parenteau and Nathan Lise coasted into the finals first 
overall by a very comfortable margin. The team never looked back, taking Gold for TDChristian. Elizabeth and 
Nathan have now set their sights on the National Finals in Ottawa, where they will compete as one of the 20 best 
teams in Canada from April 19 to 22. Should they make it past the preliminary round, you can watch them live 
online on Saturday, April 22, at 7 p.m. Check out improv.ca for more details!

Will Clinic
Will Clinic–Are your affairs in order? Have circumstances changed since you first made your will? Christian 
Stewardship Services and the Christian School Foundation will be running a Will Clinic on Tuesday, April 18 at 
7:00 pm at King Christian School (19740 Bathurst St., Holland Landing). One guest will receive a complimentary 
Will and Power of Attorney Package from Laengert Law in Newmarket valued at $1000.

RSVP to Meghan at office@christianschoolfoundation.ca or 1-877-340-9555 if you’d like to attend.
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Questions? Email cindy@first-choice-roofing.com

Saturday, April 29, 2017

The TDChristian Newmarket Chapter invites everyone to their...

Doors open at 6:30 pm       Games begin at 7:00 pm

SILENT AUCTION- ASSORTED BASKETS!
FREE BUFFET & BEVERAGES!

Admission is only $15 per person- get yours at the door

Join us at Bethel Community Church, 333 Davis Dr., Newmarket

Need Student Volunteer Hours? Help clean up after Richview Baptist’s Garage Sale on Saturday, May 13 starting at 2 p.m. Free 
Pizza Dinner included. Contact Fariza Payne at fariza.payne@gmail.com. Twenty students or so may be needed.


