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“Project-based learning
invigorates the learning
environment, energizes
the curriculum with
real-world relevance,
and sparks students’
desire to explore and
understand their
world.”
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TDChristian: 
Education with a Difference
by Sophie Vandenberg  

t a recent meeting, Principal Ren Siebenga asked Board members to recall how they had 
learned the last thing they learned. As they told their stories about learning to use an iPod or

how to drywall, it was clear that none of them had acquired their new skill using the methods most
high schools use to deliver education.

They learned by trial and error, by reading (or ignoring) the instruction manual, or by asking
someone more knowledgeable. They checked the Internet, or worked alongside somebody who
already had the skill. In short, they learned by digging in and doing. And they learned because they
were motivated; their learning had a purpose. 

Now in its 48th year of operation, God has graciously given TD another opportunity to playfully
figure out high school. In doing so, TD continues to work to develop and offer education with a 
difference, designed for the way teens (and the rest of us) learn. 

One significant ingredient of TDChristian’s education with a difference is a project-based
approach. Project-based learning invigorates the learning environment, energizes the curriculum
with real-world relevance, and sparks students’ desire to explore and understand their world. 

TDChristian: 
Ingredients that Make the Difference

Authentic Projects
At one level, project-based learning is common sense. After all, that’s how most
learning in the real world happens, and at TDChristian we’re trying to make
school more like the real world.

Authentic projects have purpose and lasting value outside the classroom 
–as, for example, when an Environmental Block class uncovered and solved the
problem of a toxic spill. Students learn by doing as they explore real-world 
challenges. Flexible and active, this way of learning inspires students to dig 
deeper for understanding, and research shows that knowledge gained in this 
way is more likely to stick than that acquired through traditional, textbook-
centred education. 

Such projects also encourage higher-order thinking along with the 
acquisition of basic information. Students sharpen their organizational and 
research skills, learn to communicate better with peers and adults, and develop 
confidence and self-direction. And they often have the satisfaction of 
experiencing the positive effects of their work in their own lives, in their 
community, or in the broader world.

The Environmental Block class does clean-ups of local rivers and streams
under the guidance of teacher Ben Freeman. “I’m shocked by how much is in 
our local waterways,” said Freeman. Inside the school itself, the TD Leadership
class coaches teams of their own schoolmates, and Grade 12 students help teach 
in the school’s Academic Support program. There are many other authentic 
learning project opportunities, both within and outside the school.

continued on page 2

Ingredients Make the Difference

1.
Drama class selected, directed,
and performed Much Ado About
Nothing

International Block class serves
and learns in Honduras

Outdoor education:
Environmental Block class

Cleaning up our own backyard:
the Humber River
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Extended Blocks of Time -
Block Classes
In five of TD’s Block classes, groups of students spend the whole of every 
afternoon with two teachers for an entire semester. In addition, students in the
four-credit International Block class go abroad for several months developing
appreciation for other cultures and getting hands-on experience in a number of
authentic projects. Block classes are interdisciplinary, combining several courses
and providing plenty of time for deep, integrated learning. With time for trial
and error, students discover that mistakes are friends leading to real learning. 
TD currently offers Justice Block, Environmental Block, Video Block, Canadian
History/French Block, International Block, and Media Block. 

“Purple Cows”
In his book, Purple Cow, Seth Godin uses the metaphor of “purple cows”–cows
that stand out from the herd–to describe outstanding people. TDChristian hires
purple cows. Purple cows are teachers who are passionate about their field and
about teens. They are relational, flexible, imaginative risktakers. They know the
cultural soup that today’s youth swim in and are missionaries in that culture.
Technologically astute, they have a broad base of knowledge and they under-
stand learning theory. Teachers are not the only ones, either: support staff–such
as our secretary, who works in close proximity to students and knows them
all–can be purple cows too.

Teaching From Behind
In authentic-project education, the authority lines are more level. Teachers are
facilitators of learning who provide feedback and allow decision-making by 
students. The student may at times be more an expert than the teacher. Teachers
teach from behind or alongside, and it’s sometimes hard to tell who is the teacher
and who is the student as teens take responsibility for their own learning.

Resources
Computers, cameras, and other technology are made available with the necessary
technical support. Appropriate equipment is provided for the authentic learning
task–and students are allowed to use it! Project-based learning is a great way to
integrate technology into the curriculum.

Spaces for Education With
a Difference
Project 2010 was built around the idea of education with a difference. Space is
flexible and used creatively. Learning spills out of the classroom and into the 
hallways, where a computer café replaces lockers. There are nooks and crannies 
in TD’s bustling building for those who need a quiet spot to work. The library has
become an open-access media centre, while the space set aside for Environmental
Science connects easily with the outdoors and is outfitted to accommodate the
messiness of creative learning. 

Christian Worldview
At the foundation of all we do at TDChristian is the belief that every square 
inch of our world belongs to God and that every aspect of human existence has
religious significance, including the way we do education. Authentic-project
learning does justice to the way children were created to learn and to the call 
on their lives, as God’s imagebearers, to be his hands and feet in this broken but
still beautiful world. On its best days, TDChristian aims to be a school where 
“all are empowered with the commitments and skills needed to discern God’s
intention for the world, celebrate the good already present, and work toward 
change where injustice and brokenness are evident.”* 

*Sue Hassler, “Questions For Christian Schools,” The Banner, September 2008

continued from page 1
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Environmental Block cleans up
Rainbow Creek, Woodbridge

Social Justice Block class walks 
for the Vaughan Hospice

Connected Relational

Facilitating Supporting

Videotaping Video editing

Quiet spaces Hallways double as a computer
café

Exploring God’s “book” 
of creation

Learning in the light of God’s
word
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Staff Profile

Kevin 
Hayward: 
the man, 
the musician, 
the teacher

by Sophie Vandenberg

Music has been part of
Kevin Hayward’s story
from the beginning. 
The oldest of four 
brothers, Kevin was
born into a large, music-
loving extended family
in Bermuda. “My father
started me on the piano
at age five, and I began
to learn to play the
trombone at a Salvation
Army music camp at the
age of eight,” he said. 

His church, The
Salvation Army, which
has a tradition of 
musical excellence, was
also formative. “There
are many professional
musicians among its
members who provided
the example and 
encouragement to apply
one’s faith in a musical
context,” said Kevin. 

Growing up, he had 
a number of influential
teachers and mentors.
One summer, before
Kevin had decided to
study music formally, 
an American named
Charles Hansen visited
his music camp and 
took an interest in him.
Mr. Hansen “seemed
able to play absolutely
anything on the piano,”
said Kevin. “He took the
time that week to work
with me on some music
that I would never have
dreamed of playing in a
million years.” Kevin
thought the piece was
far above his abilities,
but his mentor coerced
him into performing 
it that week. “The 
performance was far
from notable, except for

the fact that we started
and ended together,” 
he said. Lessons learned
with Mr. Hansen stick
with Kevin even today.
As for the piece of music
he struggled through 
all those years ago, 
he eventually went on 
to perform it 
internationally. 

In his late teens, Kevin
came to Canada to study
music at the University
of Toronto and ended
up staying. He found
work in the Music
Department of the
Salvation Army National
Headquarters, where he
collaborated with church
musicians, wrote,
arranged, performed,
conducted, and recorded
music, assisted with 
education programs, 
and set up conferences.
As a member of the
Salvation Army’s Canada
Staff Band, a brass band
that presents concerts 
as part of the church’s
evangelistic work, he
travelled extensively for
18 years, the last four 
as the band’s conductor. 

With a growing 
family, Kevin started
looking for an 
opportunity involving
less travel. TDChristian,
where he’d enjoyed
working as a guest 
conductor on occasion,
was looking for a music
teacher, so he decided 
to apply. “One of 
the main things that
attracted me to TD was
the environment–the
amount of care and
attention given to 
students. The respect

Introducing the TDChristian   

Mentorship Program
by Tim Buwalda, Communications Coordinator

hroughout history, every young person coming 
of age has had to answer the same fundamental

questions of life. Who in the world am I? How do 
I use the gifts and passions God has given me? 
Just what do I do with my life? When you add in
21st-century information overload, the abundance 
of choice, and the confusion of postmodernism,
today these questions can be overwhelming.

The mentorship program is the latest initiative
designed to help students at TDChristian bridge 
the gap between high school and “the real world”.
Ultimately, the hope is that every student in Grades
10 to 12 will have an adult mentor, but for the 
current year the program will start with our Grade 
10 students. Although many of the specifics are still
being worked out, the basic idea is that each student
will be connected with an adult who shares a 
passion, such as a career area, hobby, field of service,
or other interest. This adult mentor will serve as 
a guide, sounding board, and encourager for the 
student. The program will be flexible and will involve
minimal time obligations in order to make it as
rewarding as possible for both mentor and mentee. 

As you can imagine, many adult mentors will be
needed, from all walks of life, ages, and back-
grounds. Will you answer the call? If you are 
interested in finding out more about becoming a
mentor, or if you know someone who would be
great in such a role, please contact the school at
mentorship@tdchristian.ca.

and goodwill expressed
among staff members
was very obvious right
from the start.” 

Now, on staff at
TDChristian, Kevin
appreciates its unique
Flex choir program. 
“The idea that the entire
student body has the
opportunity to be
involved in music during
class hours, and all 
at the same time, is
unbelievable. The
Administration’s 
recognition of the value
and benefits of music in
the lives of students is
another strength of 
the program.”

When asked to share
a highlight of his work
at TD, Kevin says,
“Without a doubt, 
it is watching and 
participating as students
prepare a piece of music
and perform this 
collaborative effort, for
the glory of God and 
the enjoyment of 
parents, family, and
friends. Watching 
students experience the
wonderful feeling of
dong something good
together for others
never gets old.”

Outside TD, Kevin 
performs with a number
of bands and choirs,
playing in concert halls,
festivals, conferences,
churches, parades, and
recording studios. He
and his wife Carolyn,
whom he describes as a
“fantastic pianist” and
“the real musician in 
the family,” live in
Richmond Hill with 
their four children.
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“…help 
students at
TDChristian
bridge 
the gap
between 
high school
and ‘the 
real world‘.”

THE MUSIC MAN
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Project 2010 Pledges & Gifts 
by Fundraising Communities

Families by Denomination

Reformed  43%
CRC, Independent, 
Canadian Reformed

Baptist  6%Pentecostal  15%

Alliance  6%

Presbyterian  8%

Catholic  11%

Other  11%
Anglican, Lutheran,

United and other

$1,684,644  70%
Other friends and supporters 

$213,595  9%
Toronto Area: Etobicoke, 
Richmond Hill, Scarborough,
Toronto, Weston, Willowdale, 
Woodbridge

$260,000  10%
West: Brampton North,
Brampton South, Georgetown

$263,200  11%
North: Holland Marsh, Orangeville, 
Springdale
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Attention Alumni!  
Please keep us posted
regarding reunions, 
marriages, births, career
moves, and any other
important milestones.
Simply e-mail alumni@
tdchristian.ca. Don’t worry
if you’re late in reporting 
– we’re still interested!

@tdchristian
Editor: Sophie Vandenberg 

E-mail: 
editor@tdchristian.ca

For further information on
TDChristian, please contact
the school.

TDChristian 
377 Woodbridge Avenue 

Woodbridge, Ontario  L4L 2V7

Tel: 416 410.9834
905 851.1772

Fax: 905 851.9992

www.tdchristian.ca

E-mail: 
info@tdchristian.ca

To reach the TDChristian
Board

board_secretary
@tdchristian.ca

• Marriages
•  Jonathan de Bruyn

(99) and Ashley Vicary,
October 4, 2008.

• Deaths
•  Melanie Joy (Baker,

86) Dale, June 21,
2009 at the age of 
41, after a 6-month
struggle with cancer.

• Careers
•  Karel A. Heemskerk,

Ph.D. (69), BSc, MSc, 
is a Naval Captain 
and has recently been
appointed as the
Canadian Defence
Attaché to Hungary
and the Former
Yugoslavia (Macedonia,
Montenegro, Serbia,
Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Croatia, and Slovenia).
He is working out 
of the Canadian
Embassy in Budapest.
Previously he was the
Defence Attaché to
the Netherlands and
Naval Attaché in 
the USA. A Naval
Engineer by 
profession, he 
married Penny in
1974, and they have
one adult daughter.

Alumni

News
td

www.tdchristian.ca

Upcoming Events
2009
TD Grade 8 Day
Wednesday, November 4

Grade 9 Take Your Kids 
to Work Day

Wednesday, November 4

Band Festival
Friday, November 13

Canadian Open 
Mathematics Challenge

Wednesday, November 25

Fall Membership 
Meeting

Thursday, November 26

Grand Opening Event
Saturday, November 28

Annual and Capital Fundraising: 

TDChristian’s diverse community
rises to the challenge
by the Finance Department (Meg Cate, Financial Administrator and Jennie Das, Consultant)  

ach fall we encourage TDChristian’s entire community to support the work of 
the school. Last year, this annual fundraising was carried out simultaneously

with the community phase of the Project 2010 $3 Million Capital Campaign. Since
there was considerable overlap in the supporter group for both fundraising 
initiatives, donors were encouraged to go ahead first with their annual gift and
then give additionally to Project 2010.   

As we analysed gifts and pledges made during all phases of the Project 2010
campaign, we made an encouraging observation. While members of our local
fundraising communities (or “chapters”) contributed in a significant way–many
over and above their annual gift–70% of the funds for Project 2010 came from
donors who were not part of these chapters (see pie chart). 

Nevertheless, the annual fundraising through chapters remains our bread and
butter. Consistent giving through the chapter–before, during, and after the years
spent sending one’s children to TD–not only keeps the school vigorously thriving,
but helps keep tuition affordable for families in these communities. Ninety-five
percent of them receive tuition discounts either as long-term supporters, or
because the family also enrols children in a Christian elementary school, or both.
By contrast, only 53% of non-chapter families are eligible for these discounts.

All the members of our diverse parent community, representing 335 families
from 103 churches, desire a Christian high school education for their teens. 
As the family demographics continue to diversify, we use a variety of methods 
to encourage the entire TDChristian community to share in the cost of this 
education: the tuition structure, local chapter fundraising, direct mail, and special
project initiatives. The continued support of our broader community makes 
possible a vibrant Christian high school where teens can be educated for service
in the light of God’s word. 

While the economic situation remains uncertain, we move forward trusting
that the outstanding Project 2010 pledges will be realized and total annual gifts
will return to pre-Project 2010 levels. We very much appreciate your ongoing
prayers and financial support.

Project 2010 Nearing Completion

Local Fundraising Notes

E

Principal Ren Siebenga consults 
Project 2010 blueprints

Construction panorama

The new science wing under 
construction

Atrium work

COME CELEBRATE with us!
Grand Opening and Dedication 
of our brand new Addition
1:00 pm Refreshments and Guided Tours
3:00 pm Official Program and Keynote Speaker

Saturday, November 28 
Full details online. All are welcome!

Remember to Embrace the Future. 
Support TDChristian through

                                                             


