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See incredible improv, the Fidgets (and TDChristian’s team), on February 15 and support International Block!

Nota Bene            - W. Groot                                          
We begin 2019 with a sense of purpose and urgency; there are eight days of school and then final evaluations. On 
Thursday, we have our Winter Open House and Celebrations of Learning, a night where attendees, current families 
as well as prospective ones, rub shoulders while enjoying and examining student work in the form of projects and 
presentations. Earn volunteer hours in two ways: by coming or inviting a family (from a non-feeder school) who eventually 
enrols at TDChristian.

On the Project 20/20 front, the building permit is ready and we are working on plans to break ground in April. The 
campaign continues – 195 people have contributed a total of $1.67 million. Our aim is to, at least, double both those 
numbers in the next six months. Every bit counts. If you haven’t given, consider it - a one-time donation, monthly one (as 
many people are) or through the website. If you have, thank you! Where and possible, we ask that you might give again.

Project 20/20 has its roots in 2004; its impact, by the grace of God, will reach way into the future – in ways similar to how 
we still benefit and enjoy the atrium and classrooms built during Project 2010. Visible from the street, welcoming, with 
exctiting new spaces, especially a learning commons, that will further stretch, engage and empower students as they 
learn for service in the light of God’s Word, TDChristian has the opportunity to shine even brighter throughout the GTA. 
Be a part of a legacy for today and tomorrow.

P.S. Exciting news: TDChristian is partnering with Ms. Sandi Melro, a music teacher, who will be offering half-hour vocal 
lessons on a weekly basis to students who wish to develop their vocal talents. Contact Mr. Hayward for more details.

Winter Open House and Celebrations of Learning
Thursday, January 10 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm (Earn Volunteer Hours, too)

Both current and prospective TDChristian parents and guardians are invited to celebrate our students’ learning by 
observing, admiring, discussing, and examining projects and assignments and then listening to student presentations in 
various areas. It is a great evening for anyone who wants to see what “learning for service in the light of God’s word” can 
include. Current families can earn two volunteer hours for attending. (Please note, contrary to what was initially posted 
on the Splash! Page, a family earns ten volunteer hours when it introduces a non-feeder school family to TDChristian and 
that family registers their child(ren) to attend TDChristian. Our apologies for that error.) 

Whether you are a a first-time visitor or a familiar face, know that you are welcome to join us for this evening. We have 
warm refreshments, friendly staff and an optional tour for those who would like to learn more about our school. We begin 
at 6:30 pm and have a short program at 7 pm. For those who wish a quick walk through the building, please show up at 
6:15 pm. After the program, sit in on student presentations of your choice and connect with TDChristian staff members.

If you have any questions, please e-mail Patty Schuurman at schuurman@tdchristian.ca
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Praise & Petition                                                           - E. Dengerink/M. Laswick

Congratulations to Ms. Bauer and Daniel Jaworski who got engaged at the beginning of Christmas break. We pray 
for a blessing as they look forward to their wedding and marriage in 2020.

Please keep Christine Martens (Mr. Groot’s sister and Laurie Martens’ mom) in your prayers as she continues to 
deal with cancer. May the God of hope give her and her family peace and strength during this difficult time.

Please continue to keep Jennifer McMillan, Aaron’s mom, in your prayers as her health issues keep her from 
doing daily tasks and the other things she loves to do.

Ms. Shelby Contos will be taking over Mrs. Laura Kooy’s responsibilities when she begins her maternity leave 
after the March Break. Please pray for Shelby as she transitions into a new role in the resource department and 
for Mr. and Mrs. Kooy as they anticipate the excitement surrounding the birth of a baby.

We are so thankful for our fifth year students. The leadership roles they play and maturity they bring to classrooms 
and the student body do not go unnoticed. This Friday, we say goodbye to three of them: Emmaline Coghill, 
Quincy Blandford-Grosse and Charlotte Yoneyama. We look forward to continued contributions from Jade 
Hoekstra and Jacob Hoving. (If you wish to grow and develop next year as a fifth year student and contribute in 
similar great ways, contact Mr. Groot. There are ways to get a tuition reduction.)

Pray for all our students as they prepare for and work on their summative evaluations for their classes. Final 
evaluation days are Friday, January 18 and Tuesday, January 22. 

University and College applications are due in the next few weeks. Please pray that students may seek the Lord’s 
guidance, direction, and patience as they complete their applications and wait offers of acceptance. 

Second Semester Courses and Change Requests 
Students in grades 10, 11 and 12 who wish to make changes to their second semester courses should do so by 
having a parent/guardian email schedules@tdchristian.ca. Changes can be made up until the Monday, Feb. 4.

Note: Course Selections for 2019-20 will begin early in second semester and conclude before March Break. 
Students interested in taking a fifth year should contact Mr. Groot as there is a way to do so at half-price tuition.

Music Notes                                                                                  - K. Hayward

While January means a little less organized “music making” in the school, things continue to occur behind the 
scenes. One exciting development is the opportunity to sign up for vocal lessons with Ms. Sandi Melro. Contact 
Mr. Hayward for details.

Parents and other drivers are reminded that band rehearsals will begin on Tuesday, February 5.

With the exception of guitar students, all those who are currently using school-provided instruments must return 
them to the music room no later than Wednesday, January 16 as they must be on site in order to be inspected.

On Thursday, February 28, the skilled, the talented, the funny, the bizarre and the curious will participate and/or 
observe the annual Talent Show! Check announcements over the next few weeks for details of how you can take 
part. Parent/guardian volunteers will be needed to assist with setup and cleanup. 

If you have any questions about the music program at TDChristian, email Mr. Hayward at hayward@tdchristian.ca.
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Grade 11 Mentorship                      - S. Van Eerden

Grade 11 Mentorship: Your Get-to-know Your Mentor Assignment is due on Wednesday, January 9. It can be 
handed in to your first period teacher. This is the last assignment for this semester. During the days of January 23 
to 29, you are expected to complete 18 hours of mentorship placement. Be sure to look over the assignments to 
refresh your memory. You will present on your experience in February.

Falcons Perch          - C. Hoving

The Senior Girls Tier 1 Volleyball team is back into game action tonight vs. St. Theresa of Lisieux and Aurora High 
School. The team currently has two wins and six losses in league play. Next Wednesday it wraps up the regular 
season before the exam break.

The Senior Girls Tier 2 Volleyball team also have two wins and six losses in league play. The team has matches 
tomorrow at St. Jean de Brebeuf. The girls conclude their regular season next Monday at St. Joan of Arc.

Junior Boys Basketball picked up another win before the break to move to five wins and two losses In YRAA play. 
The team is idle this week before wrapping up its regular season next Tuesday at home against Emily Carr.

Senior Boys Basketball also picked up a win in their game before the break to sit at four wins and two losses in 
league play. The boys play tomorrow at J Addison School and conclude their regular season at home on Tuesday 
against Emily Carr.

Yesterday, TDChristian’s Junior Hockey Team participated in our biennial exhibition hockey game against 
Cuyahoga Valley Christian Academy (CVCA), a high school from Ohio. It was a great game with Cuyahoga Valley 
pulling out a 4-2 win. Before the game, the teams had lunch together at a local Italian buffet and spent time getting 
to know each other. CVCA plays hockey in its local school league and travels to southern Ontario every other year 
to play “Canadian hockey games” with other Ontario Christian high schools. We hope to play them again in 2021.

We are still looking to hire a parent/guardian/alumna or alumnus to help with refereeing some afternoon intramural 
hockey games. If you are interested, please email Mr. Eric Vrieling at hockey@tdchristian.ca.

Guidance Corner                       - E. Dengerink

University and College Tours: The time between semesters is a good time for university and college tours! Sign-
up with the school of your choice and check it out. You can request a tour on a date that works for you. 

University Applications are due January 16, 2019 by midnight. Check your e-mail regularly for information from 
each university you applied to. There may be supplementary applications that you need to fill out. Do them well 
and on time; if you miss the deadline you will not be given an offer of admission to the program.

Community College Applicants: The application deadline is fast approaching!  You must apply by February 1 for 
equal consideration. 

Students applying outside of Ontario or to Christian Universities or Colleges will be filling out separate 
applications. Please notify your guidance counsellor if you are applying to a private university or Bible college, or if 
you are applying out of the province of Ontario.

Students applying to post-secondary programs that need a portfolio should check the program websites 
carefully for portfolio deadlines so as ensure that these deadlines are met.

Summer Options!  
• Explore! Live the Canadian experience! If you are in Grade 11 or 12, consider taking EXPLORE. This five-

week intensive immersion program is adapted to all skill levels. It is an opportunity to travel, learn and practise 
your French while discovering a new culture. The $2800 bursary (available to all applicants) pays for most 
of the cost. You could also apply to Languages at Work, which provides opportunities to work in your host 
community following the Explore program. Check www.myexplore.ca and www.languagesatwork.ca/en
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• Youth Explore is a three week intensive immersion program for youth aged 13 to15. The $2000 bursary pays for 
most of the cost. Improve your French, meet new people, and explore Canada! Check www.myexplore.ca for 
more information. 

• Thinking of going abroad this summer and earning a course credit at the same time? Check out Blyth Academy 
International Summer Programs at BlythSummers.ca. or Mei International Academy at www.meiacademy.com. 

• The Study and Go Abroad Fair is Canada’s largest international and student travel expo. It offers students 
a unique opportunity to learn about undergraduate and postgraduate degrees and certificate and diploma 
programs abroad. Check it out at www.studyandgoabroad.com or attend the fair at the Metro Toronto Convention 
Centre on March 3, 2019.

• It’s only January but it’s time to consider finding a summer volunteer or paid job. Check out your favourite 
summer camp for details or your City Recreation website. There are lots of jobs in day camps, overnight camps, 
and at your local pool. Interviews and hiring often begins in February.

STEAM Horizon Award: Do you have limitless drive, ambition, and determination? If so, you should know there’s an 
exciting opportunity to receive a $25,000 prize towards your post-secondary education!
 
Founded in 2016, the STEAM Horizon Awards invite Canada’s youth to promote positive changes throughout their 
community using science, technology, engineering, arts, and math (STEAM). 

Five Canadian students will be awarded $25,000 each, to attend a Canadian university or college to study in a 
STEAM field. Two of these awards will be given to Indigenous students. The winners will be invited to Ottawa and 
recognized at an award ceremony in April 2019.

More information about the prize program and how to apply can be found at steamhorizonawards.ca. The deadline 
for applications is January 16, 2019, so check it out TODAY!

Volunteer Opportunities During Final Evaluations
The Resource Department is looking for a few parent/guardian volunteers to be scribes for students during their 
evaluations. This would entail verbatim writing and reading of final evaluation questions and answers. Opportunities 
are available in the morning and/or afternoon of Friday January 18 and Tuesday January 22. Please contact Laura 
Kooy for more details or questions (kooy@tdchristian.ca).

From the Library       - J. Knibbe

Please note that students must return all library books and course textbooks before final evaluations. For example, 
if you have a textbook for your period one class (in the morning on the first final evaluations day, January 18), you 
must return the textbook that morning, at the latest, in order to participate in your final evaluations. Please return 
all books to your teachers or the school library by Tuesday, January 15. If you have lost a book or it has sustained 
a great deal of damage, you will be asked to pay for the book’s replacement cost. If you have questions about this 
process, please talk to your teachers or the librarian.

Grad Photo Retakes
The final chance for grad photos is Thursday, January 31. Students who missed getting their pictures taken or those 
who are unhappy with the ones they received should sign up in the office ASAP. Students who are having photos 
taken for the first time must bring $35 (a sitting fee) and pay the photographer directly. Students who are unhappy 
with their pictures must bring the originals back to the photographer or they will be charged $15.

International Block and March Break Trips Meetings
All parents/guardians of students travelling during second semester (International Block and the March Break trips 
to the Dominican Republic, Belize or the Canadian Battlefields) MUST attend the meeting on Thursday, February 
14 at 7 pm at TDChristian. Meet parents, fellow students and trip chaperones, ask questions, and fill out mandatory 
documentation. Your attendance is needed and appreciated.
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March Break 2020 Information Meeting
We are once again working with EF Tours and planning a trip to Paris, The French Riviera and Italy!  Currently, the 
trip is open to students who will be in grade 11 or 12 during the 2019-20 school year.  The invitation to travel with us 
is also extended to you as parents.

The information meeting will be tomorrow, Thursday January 10, 2019 at 7:30 pm. We will cover the details of the 
trip as well as answer your questions (please note the change in time). RSVP to Ms. Cate at mcate@tdchristian.ca.
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FINAL EVALUATIONS SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 2019 
 
All students: 
Wednesday, January 16 – Last regular school day for first semester. 
Thursday, January 17 – Study Day – students may not come to school. No buses. 
Monday, January 21 – Study Day – only students with permission may come to school. No buses. 
 
Grade 9: 
Friday, January 18:  
9:40 to 11:55 a.m. Period 1 Classes: Geography, French, or Science 
 
12:45 to 2:55 p.m. Period 2 Classes: STEM (Day 2), Art (Day 2), Music (Day 1: first part, Day 2: second part), 
Drama (Day 1: first part, Day 2: second part) 
 
Tuesday, January 22: 
9:40 to 11:55 a.m. Period 3 Classes: Math or PE 
 
12:45 to 2:55 p.m. Period 4 Classes: Geography, French, English, or English/Learning Strategies, ESL 
 
Grades 10 to 12: 
Friday, January 18:  
9:40 to 11:55 a.m. Period 1 Classes (Note: Some grade 12 final evaluations may go from 8:55 to 11:40 a.m.) 
 
12:45 to 2:55 p.m. Period 2 Classes (Note: Some grade 12 final evaluations may go from 12:15 to 2:55 p.m.) 
 
Tuesday, January 22: 
9:40 to 11:55 a.m. Period 3 Classes (Note: some grade 12 final evaluations may begin at 8:55 to 11:40 a.m.) 
 
12:45 to 2:55 p.m. Period 4 Classes (Note: some grade 12 final evaluations may begin at 12:15 to 2:55 p.m.) 
 
Notes for ALL students: 

1. Students must remain in the class for the entire time. 
2. All courses have final evaluations. Courses that do not have scheduled time during the final evaluation 

days will complete final evaluations during or as part of regularly scheduled classes. 
3. Students must pay all monies owed the school including library, textbook and athletic fines before 

writing final evaluations. 
4. If school is cancelled for any reason, final evaluations will be moved to the next available week day 

including a Monday, if Friday is a snow day. 
5. Students who have a spare or supervised spare are expected to work quietly in the library or other 

empty supervised room unless they come in later or leave early. 
6. The assumption is that all students will attend their scheduled final evaluations at the stated times. 

Exceptions for educational reasons must be requested through the Resource Department and have 
administrative approval. All other exceptions must be approved by Mr. Groot. Please contact him in 
person or e-mail groot@tdchristian.ca. 

7. The days from Wednesday, January 23 to Tuesday, January 29 are “turn around days” between 
semesters. They are also possible Mentorship placement days for Grade 11 students. There is no 
school on these days. Second semester begins on Wednesday, January 30 for all students.  


