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Nota Bene         - W. Groot

The blessing of children is a tremendous gift from God! I am amazed by the how their gifts are displayed and celebrated, 
not only in school work, but also in sports (cross-country, volleyball, basketball), drama (2000 Candles, improv), music 
(choir, band, jazz band, Ascension), and extra-curricular activities (robotics, leadership, and advisory groups). Each one 
of your children, our students, is a unique combination of heart, mind, body, soul and spirit. Thank you for sending them 
to TDChristian High School so that we can help them develop and share their talents, gifts and abilities as they learn for 
service in the light of God’s word.

We promise to continue to work diligently to help them grow as God’s servants and especially as learners. We appreciate 
your help, prodding, critique, and encouragement in this endeavour. The day-to-day learning – content and process – is 
also impressive. See glimpses of what our students are learning on our Instagram #tdchristianhighschool.

What amazes me more 
than the blessing of 
children is that God so 
loved the world that he 
gave his one and only 
child, Jesus, so that 
whoever believes in 
him will not perish but 
have everlasting life 
(John 3:16)!

My hope for you and 
your loved ones is that 
the times, words, and 
thoughts you share 
during the Christmas 
break may be precious 
gems that remind 
you of life’s richness, 
beauty, and goodness.

Each of us at 
TDChristian High 
School wishes you a 
wondrous and worship-
filled Christmas and a 
stellar start to 
2018!

No School Friday, December 22. 
See you January, 8, 2018!
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Praise & Petition        - E. Dengerink/M. Laswick

As we prepare for Christmas Break, we pray for safe travels, particularly for international students who may be 
returning home. We look forward to meaningful celebrations, as families and church communities gather to rejoice 
that God, Immanuel, is present with us. We pray that whatever emotions, feelings, and thoughts Christmas time 
holds for you, that you may know of God’s love and goodness in Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.

Our Grade 12s are in the midst of making decisions about where or whether to apply to community college or 
university next year. It is a stressful time. Please remember them in your prayers.

  
From the Finance Department     - M. Cate

This is a reminder from the finance office that tuition payments and donations to the school need to be in the mail 
by Dec. 31, 2017 in order to qualify for a 2017 tax receipt. This includes funds for trips to Belize and Dominican 
Republic during March Break 2018. Cheques received in 2018 will be put towards the 2018 tax receipt.

Guidance      - E. Dengerink

Application time is here! We highly recommend that students complete their applications before they return from 
Christmas break. Students with questions should contact their guidance counsellors! Pay attention to deadlines.
• Ontario Public universities – January 17, 2018 for equal consideration
• Ontario Community Colleges – February 1, 2018 for equal consideration
• Christian Universities and Colleges usually having a rolling application deadline.
• Universities and Colleges outside of Ontario also have their own deadlines. Check their websites and apply 

immediately. Students who are are applying out of province or to a Christian institution should connect with 
their guidance counsellors so they can forward transcripts. 

• Students applying to post-secondary programs that need a portfolio should check school websites carefully for 
portfolio deadlines so as not to be taken by surprise.

Scholarships and Bursaries
• For scholarship information, check yconic.com, schoolfinder.com and studentawards.com.

SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES
• Grade 11 or 12 students should consider taking EXPLORE. This five-week intensive immersion program is 

adapted to all skill levels. It is an opportunity to travel, learn and practise French while discovering a new 
culture. The $2,200 bursary (available to all applicants) pays for most of the cost. Another option is to apply to 
Languages at Work, which provides opportunities to work in a host community following the Explore program. 
Check www.myexplore.ca and www.languagesatwork.ca/en

• Study Abroad this summer and earn a credit towards your diploma! Check out BLYTHSUMMERS.COM or 
www.meiacademy.com.

• Summer Enrichment Experience at Queen’s University from August 12- 17. “Students have the opportunity to 
learn beyond the high school classroom with engaging and challenging courses that motivate them to explore 
and apply new knowledge. They return to school with renewed energy, an excitement for learning, and ideas 
for post-secondary and career planning”. Check esu.queensu.ca for more information. 

• Workers Wanted. Muskoka Bible Centre is now hiring summer staff and taking registrations for its leadership 
training program. For resort and conference centre work, visit steppingstones.muskokabiblecentre.com/. For 
summer camp work and leadership training opportunities, visit mycamp.ca. 

Volunteer Opportunity 
The Resource Department is looking for a few more parent volunteers to be scribes for students during their 
exams. This requires verbatim writing and reading of exam questions and answers. Opportunities can be made 
available in the morning and/or afternoon of Tuesday, January 23 and Thursday, January 25. Please contact Laura 
Kooy for more details or questions at kooy@tdchristian.ca.



3

Music Notes - K. Hayward

“Christmas Praise”, the 2017 edition of our annual Christmas Concert, is now a part of history. Bands, choir, 
ensembles and soloists, are all to be congratulated for their fine contributions. Over 320 people attended. It was 
wonderful to see so many of you! The free will offering resulted in about $1800 being raised.

Thank you also to staff, students and parent volunteers for the hours of work that went into presenting and 
supporting each presentation.

A special thank you goes out to Daria Terpstra, Fran Rotondo, Eunju Chung, Mr. Westerhof, Mr. Vriend, Mr. Kim, 
Mr. Buwalda, Mr. Hoving and Mr. Dengerink, for their work in front of and behind the scenes. 

On Thursday morning, we will have the final evaluations for Grades 10 & 12 band students. 

Choir students who missed their evaluations on Monday are advised to speak with Mr. Hayward tomorrow (as soon 
as possible) to make alternate arrangements.

Choir and Band students are reminded that their reflective assignments are due before Friday, December 22. All 
work should be handed to Mr. Hayward in the Music room or submitted to Edsby by this date.

There will be no band rehearsals in the month of January. Our first rehearsal after the Christmas break will occur on 
Tuesday, February 6, 2018.

May the blessing and significance of our Saviour’s birth be with you this Christmas.

Athletics           - C. Hoving

Our winter sports are in full swing as we head into Christmas break.

Although the Junior Girls Tier 1 Volleyball team are winless in league play, the girls have shown continual 
improvement and are looking to turn the corner as they head into the new year. The team participated in a 
tournament last Friday at Pierre Elliot Trudeau and had a good day, missing out on playoffs by losing the tie 
breaker. The team had their TDChristian tournament today.

The Senior Girls Volleyball team are rolling. They have six wins and no losses in league play and are near the top 
of the standings. The girls took home the Championship at the TDChristian tournament this past Friday defeating 
Woodland Christian High School in a great match.

The Junior Boys Basketball team picked up its first win of the season at the tournament at Brampton Christian and 
followed that up with a league win this past week. The boys have one win and five losses in YRAA play heading 
into the Christmas break.

The Senior Boys Basketball team is in first place in its league standings, with five wins and no losses. The team 
hopes to remain undefeated as it wraps up league play today at Tommy Douglas.

Robotics 
TDChristian’s 11th Fall Robotics season was the most successful ever. On November 25, four teams were 
entered into the University of Ontario’s Institute of Technology’s (UOIT) Annual Engineering Competition. At the 
end of round robin play, TDChristian’s top three teams were 4th, 5th and 6th (out of 59 teams). These three 
teams advanced through the semifinals and finished the tournament in 2nd, 3rd and 6th places; this included a 
team of Grade Nines. Our senior team won the Top Engineer Award, the competition’s most prestigious, which 
requires creativity in design & programming, clarity in report writing and verbal presentation, and excellence in 
performance. We enjoyed a special school assembly to celebrate their achievement. Congratulations teams!
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Upcoming Events (including Volunteer Opportunities)
1) Presentations of Learning will be split up into two days. Morning Presentations will be held from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
on Thursday, January 11. Afternoon presentations will be held from noon to 2:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 16. The 
GOOD news is that we need volunteers for both days. Parents or guardians can come for half or whole days to earn 
volunteer hours. For more details, contact Mr. Tim Buwalda at buwalda@tdchristian.ca. 

To register for either or both Presentations Days, email Mr. Buwalda at buwalda@tdchristian.ca.

2) On Thursday, January 18, we have host our Celebrations of Learning and Winter Open House starting at 6:30 pm. 
We welcome current and potentially interested families to an evening of viewing fascinating projects and intriguing 
assignments across the curriculum. Meet students and staff members who will speak about learning at TDChristian. 
School tours around building are also available. Refreshments will be provided. 

3) On Friday, January 26, TDChristian host its first, hopefully, annual Christian Elementary School Improv Festival! 
From 10 am to 2 pm, we will be hosting an improv extravaganza! Join members of our Canadian Improv Games 
Team and our teacher, Mr. Peters, as they lead students through games and exercises that have helped them on the 
road to competing at the National level in Ottawa. Better yet, come and have fun learning how to “think on your feet” 
and “work with others.” Morning workshops will focus on idea generation, impulse, listening and team co-operation. 
After the lunch TDChristian provides, participants will see TDChristian’s team in action and get the opportunity to 
perform with them in our Black Box theatre. For more details, contact Mr. Richard Peters, our drama teacher, at 
peters@tdchristian.ca. It is FREE!

To register for either or both of these events, RSVP Mrs. Patty Schuurman at schuurman@tdchristian.ca.

Grade 11 Mentorship
The most recent Mentorship assignment, the Mentorship Approval Form, was due on Friday, November 17th. For 
the next assignment, due January 10, students will have to interview their mentor and write a brief article with some 
information about the mentor and their career. This assignment is called Get-to-Know Your Mentor. The assignment 
can be found on the TDChristian Splash Page or in every students’ Period 1 Edsby library. If you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact Sean Van Eerden at vaneerden@tdchristian.ca.

Grad Photo Retakes
Grad photo retakes will take place on Monday, January 15, 2018.

Community Events
1) Timothy Christian School (Etobicoke) invites you to its Christmas Program “The Pathway of Promise” at Covenant 
Reformed Church, 265 Albion Rd. Thursday, December 21 at 7pm. Refreshments will be served in the Fellowship 
Hall immediately following the program. Celebrate with students from JK to Grade 8 the coming of Jesus Christ, as a 
child.

2) Cambridge Christian School welcomes supporters and alumni to join in celebrating its 50th Anniversary on 
Saturday, April 28, 2018. An open house will be held at the school from 1 to 4 pm. it will feature Decade displays. 
Tickets are now on sale for the Gala Evening which begins at 5:30 pm on Saturday, April 28 at the Waterloo Police 
Association, 1128 Rife Road, Cambridge. Contact office@cambridgechristianschool.com for more information or to  
share contact information. Follow CCS on their Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/ccs.fifty.anniversary.  We 
praise God for his faithfulness and look forward to celebrating 50 years of Christian education in Cambridge.
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Final Evaluations Schedule for January 2018
All students:
Friday, January 19 – Last regular school day for first semester.
Monday, January 22 – Study Day – students may not come to school. No buses.
Wednesday, January 24 – Study Day – only students with permission may come to school. No buses.

Grade 9
Tuesday, January 23
9:40 a.m. Period 1 Classes: Geography, French, or Science

12:45 p.m. Period 2 Class: This semester’s Drama students will perform for next semester’s classes while this 
semester’s PULSE students video the performance. Attendance is compulsory for all Grade 9 students as this 
time slot is a springboard for next semester’s Drama and Grade 9 PULSE students. (For more details, contact Mr. 
Peters at peters@tdchristian.ca or Mr. Buwalda at buwalda@tdchristian.ca.) 

Thursday, January 25
9:40 a.m. Period 3 Class: Math or Phys. Ed.

12:45 p.m. Period 4 Classes: French, English, English/Learning Strategies, or ESL

Grades 10 to 12
Tuesday, January 23 
9:40 a.m. Period 1 Classes (Note: some Grade 12 final evaluations may begin at 8:55 a.m.)

12:45 p.m. Period 2 Classes (Note: some Grade 12 final evaluations may begin at 12:15 p.m.)

Thursday, January 25
9:40 a.m. Period 3 Classes (Note: some Grade 12 final evaluations may begin at 8:55 a.m.)

12:45 p.m. Period 4 Classes (Note: some Grade 12 final evaluations may begin at 12:15 p.m.)

Notes for ALL students:
1. Students must remain in the class for the entire time.
2. All courses have final evaluations. Courses that do not have scheduled time during the final evaluation days 

will complete final evaluations during or as part of regularly scheduled classes.
3. Students must pay all monies owed the school including library, textbook and athletic fines before writing final 

evaluations.
4. If school is cancelled for any reason, final evaluations will be moved to the next available week day.
5. Students who have a spare or supervised spare are expected to work quietly in the library or other empty 

supervised room unless they come in later or leave early.
6. The assumption is that all students will attend their scheduled final evaluations at the stated times. Exceptions 

for educational reasons must be requested through the Resource Department and have administrative 
approval. All other exceptions must be approved by Mr. Groot. Please contact him in person or e-mail groot@
tdchristian.ca.

7. Friday, January 26, Monday, January 29, and Tuesday, January 30 are “turn around days” between semesters. 
There is no school on these days. Second semester begins on Wednesday, January 31 for all students in 
Grades 9, 10 and 12. Students in Grade 11 are completing their mentorship placements and begin classes on 
Friday, February 2.


