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Changing World,
Changing School

Christian has been around for nearly 
fifty years. During that time the

world has changed. TD has changed too.
God’s people are a people on the move, and
God is always making a new thing. Inside
this issue of @TD you’ll read about some 
of the change the school has experienced
over its five decades of educating teens 
for service in the light of God’s word. 

www.tdchristian.ca

by Erika Marcoccia  

Why we love our loyal supporters!

A Changing School Responds 
to a Changing World
TDChristian: Rooted in a Changeless Faith

Fifty Years of TDChristian: 
A Story 
by Phil Vriend 

Phil Vriend teaches English at TDChristian. This is adapted from his talk at a 
recent evening for parents new to the school.

In 1960, shortly before my birthday, The Toronto District Association for Christian 
Secondary Education was founded by a group of Dutch immigrants with a dream 
to start a Christian high school.
    These folk believed their calling was to raise their children in the way they should 
go. Church, home, and school were three spheres under God, with separate but 
interconnected tasks. This school exists because its founders had a vision for the 
transformation of culture, and educational institutions were part of that transformation.
    In 1963 they began sending their children to this school, located first in a church,
then on this parcel of land. The TD community laboured at its task over the next 
several decades.
    The school reached equilibrium, added rooms and equipment. Enrolment peaked 
in 1991 at just over 400, then slipped dramatically, eventually bottoming out during
the recession some years later. These were desperate times: staffing crises, budget
shortfalls, blurred vision—not what the good folk had hoped for who dreamed up 
the school in the first place and whose work and support sustained it.
    So the young men and women of the community dared to dream new dreams. 
A principal named Ren Siebenga was hired, a vision committee made up of 
stakeholders from all corners of the community was assembled, and by God’s grace 
a brave new world emerged full of amazing ideas and people.
    Part of the vision involved improving the physical plant. Over the years we’ve 
developed an impressive facility, adding space for music, gym, art, science, media,
communal gathering, and Environmental Block. We’ve improved the grounds, added
parking, and installed solar panels on the roof. And that’s just the short list.
    Our intent to educate teens in the light of God’s word hasn’t changed, but we’ve
developed new ways of doing things, of making learning more meaningful. TD’s 
website details the things we’ve busied ourselves with over the last 15 years, including
theme education, technological integration, conferences on refugees, and service 

   See FIFTY YEARS continued on page 2

Symbolic of TD’s progressive green facilities is the recent installation of 
a rooftop solar panel array with the generated power being sold to the
Province of Ontario. This results in savings to the school and helps build
student awareness of energy consumption and patterns. Here student
Carter Hall checks display statistics such as kilowatts generated, CO2

avoided, and money earned.  

by Jennie Das

1. They keep us grounded in the school’s vision to “educate teens for service in the light of God’s word”.
2. They model this active, integrated, service-oriented faith by seeking to honour God in every area of life.
3. They are the “cloud of witnesses” who cheer us on, praying for the school, giving helpful feedback, and showing up 
    at celebrations and milestones.
4. Understanding the challenges facing today’s families, and the importance of a nurturing school environment, they are 
    committed to a strong partnership between home, school, and church.
5. They invite, welcome, and help to enfold newcomers to Christian schooling.
6. They model generosity, providing funds that allow the school to adapt to a changing world and remain relevant to 
    each new generation, even long after their own children and grandchildren have graduated.

We are humbled by your commitment to Christian high school education. On behalf of the staff, students, and parents currently
involved at TDChristian, THANK YOU. We also encourage your continued support of the annual fall campaign.

“Local Fundraising Notes”
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FIFTY YEARS of TDChristian 
continued from page 1

trips to downtown Toronto. We’ve taken students to
serve and learn in China, Belize, Honduras, Nicaragua, and
the Dominican Republic. We’ve developed integrated
blocks in a variety of subject areas. Now we’re focusing 
on project education, professional learning communities,
and publishing—all part of a vision for service and 
meaningful engagement with each other and the
world. 
    Many of us have roots in the original founding 
community of 50 years ago, but we’ve been joined 
by people from many countries, backgrounds, and 
denominations. All bring a variety of gifts, experiences,
and perspectives. Sometimes the diversity is challenging
because people see things differently, but we live in love
here. Our understanding of the gospel compels us to 
develop healthy, inquiring minds and to seek to live in
peace as a community. 
    I’m 50, the school is 50, and I’ve been teaching here
for half my life and half the school’s life. 
    This is a good place to be. We look forward to 
getting to know you; we hope you'll like what we’ve
become. 

“People from 
different cultures
feel welcome here.
We have students
from many parts 
of the world. When
we reach out to
them, it makes our
school friendlier 
all around.”

Holly Dekkema,
Grade 12

“When I was a 
student here, from
1969-73, we had
one Korean in the
school. Because the
rest of us were all
from the same
background, we
didn’t make much
effort to learn
about his. We
missed out! Today,
we have a lot more
diversity; we do 
far more to learn
about each 
student. It’s really
exciting, because
we can share 
aspects from each
other’s culture. 
Differences are 
celebrated.”

Joni Knibbe, 
EA and ESL Instructor

STAFF PROFILE 

Richard Peters
by Debbie Sawczak

Richard Peters teaches drama and Video 
Block at TDChristian. Recently, @td had the 
opportunity to ask him a few questions.

Describe your family background.
I grew up across Canada: in BC, the Prairies, and 
Ontario. My dad’s father was an abusive alcoholic,
and my grandmother fled, taking my dad with her.
He became a Christian in his early twenties, and then
a pastor. My mom’s story was very different: her dad
was a pastor, and most of her family are either 
pastors or missionaries. 
   I was the youngest of three boys and grew up a 
fundamentalist Fellowship Baptist. I attended public
school and had a huge bias against Christian schools,
as the only ones I knew were protectionist ghettos.
Needless to say, TDChristian challenged my prejudices. 

What’s your current church affiliation? 
I attend a Convention Baptist church in Toronto,
though spiritually I am most fed by a denominationally
diverse group of Christian theatre professionals. 

What drew you to drama? 
I saw “The Count of Monte Cristo” at Earl Bales Park
when I was nine, and was enthralled. I auditioned for
every play in my elementary school, and when we
did our first musical in Grade 7 (HMS Pinafore), I got
the lead! I was hooked. 
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How did you find your way to TDChristian?
I was acting professionally for a Christian theatre
company called Brookstone Performing Arts. I taught
summer drama intensives there, and one summer I had
three brilliant students from TDChristian. Brookstone
later folded, and I was unemployed except for a play 
I was directing at Tyndale University. We had next to no
budget, so a friend suggested I beg Phil Vriend to lend
me some lighting instruments from TD. When I did, Phil
mentioned that the school was losing its drama teacher
and suggested I talk to Ren. The rest is history. 

What are TDChristian’s strengths? 
All parents want their kids to be safe, but there are
two approaches to this. To use a battle metaphor,
there is fight mode and there is siege mode. The
Christian schools I knew as a kid were heavily into siege
mode. TD, on the other hand, says, “Here’s a sword and
shield; this is how you use them.” Also, the staff here
make deliberate efforts to really know each student,
and to find ways to love them and help them grow.  

Can you describe a highlight of your work here? 
I’m stoked right now by an alumni play we’re putting
together for the end of the school year. We’re just
getting it organized, but already dozens of former
students are coming out of the woodwork, wishing 
to be involved. 

What do you do when you’re not at school? 
In the last six years I’ve run five marathons, though 
I haven't done particularly well in them! My wife and I
are building a cottage in Muskoka, and I’ve learned to
build dry stone walls. Also, I still perform: I’ve written
two plays (including an adaptation of Les Miserables
for TDChristian), acted in five, and directed two 
outside of TD while teaching here. And there is the
now-annual 2000 Candles show.

How does your work at TD enfold your acting
experience? 
Teaching is performing. If you don’t capture and hold
kids’ attention, it’s hard to teach them anything! 
And good acting always understands connection. 
You must connect with your student.

For more information about 2000 Candles, visit 
www.2000candles.com.

Denominational Backgrounds 
of our Students’ Families

(September 2010)

Reformed 
(CRC, Independent 
Reformed, 
Canadian Reformed)

44%

Pentecostal 

Catholic

Baptist

Alliance

Other
(Presbyterian,

Anglican,
Lutheran, United,

and other)

17%

6%

7%

10%

16%
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TD: Then and Now
  by Richard Vanderkloet

  started at TDCH in September 1967, when the school 
  was barely four years old. I don’t have my Grade 9 
  yearbook anymore, but in my Grade 10 yearbook I count
  223 students, 13 teachers, and three part-time support 
  staff. Of the 71 students in my class, only three bore non-
  Dutch surnames. In this regard, our class was excessively 
  diverse: the other three classes counted among them only 

a single student with a non-Dutch surname, giving the entire school just four such
exotic foreigners. Our teaching staff was likewise monocultural: only one teacher,
Ms. Northrop, was not of Dutch extraction. 
   Yet I did not experience the school as an enclave of ethnic homogeneity. This 
is partly because our students came from a large geographic area, from Acton 
to Richmond Hill and from Clarkson to Bradford. It was also partly because the 
religious spectrum we represented seemed improbably wide, although in 
hindsight it was actually incredibly narrow. What Freud called “the narcissism 
of small differences” certainly applied to us!
   But even back then, we didn’t think of TD as the exclusive preserve of any one
ethnic, cultural, or religious group. We always believed that the vision of Christian
education belongs to all Christian people, and in some ways even to all human 
beings. Our world belongs to God, and humankind’s natural disposition is to 
explore, discover, develop, and enjoy it. It’s also our mandate to help, serve, and
enrich one another. We knew in our bones that our beliefs included all humanity,
even in the early years of TD’s history when we seemed such a cultural oddity. 
   TD’s student body is very different today. We maintain an enrolment of over
400, representing dozens of cultural and church backgrounds. I tried to identify
the ethnic origin and church affiliation of our current students, but so many of
them come from mixed ancestry and church origin that it is literally impossible 
to label them. That’s a good thing. In a beautiful way, TD has become a more 
tangible presence of the kingdom of God in which people from all tribes and 
nations join in worshipping the Lamb of God. It’s not surprising to me that 
TD has become so diverse, and that it has become so dear to so many people. 
It’s something I am daily thankful for.

Richard Vanderkloet teaches history, philosophy, and shop at TDChristian.

I

In the early 1990s, TDChristian Board chair Henry Eygenraam, a father of TD grads,
wrote in a school publication that he hoped his grandchildren would someday 
attend. Meanwhile, in Sri Lanka, the Duraisinghams were planning a new life 
in Canada. 
   Fast forward to 2010, and Henry Eygenraam’s grandson, Nicholas Chuba, is 
in Grade 12 at TD; so is Angela Duraisingham. Two students, two paths to TD
Christian: one with deep roots in TD’s founding community, the other a relative
newcomer to the TD story.
   Nicholas learned about TD early. He recalls looking through his mother’s 
yearbooks when he was in Grade 2, and touring the building with her at one of
TD’s rummage sales. Several years later his older brother started at TD. By the time
Nicholas attended the annual Grade Eight Day (a day-long opportunity for Grade
8 students to experience school at TDChristian), he couldn’t wait to come. 
   At that same event, somewhere in the crowd, Angela Duraisingham was getting
her first real look at TD. As one who likes delving deeply into issues, she found
TD’s course offerings attention-grabbing; she also liked the teachers she met. That
September she started Grade 9 at TDChristian. Now in Grade 12, Angela describes
the growth in her faith over the past four years as “huge.”
   Despite different paths to TD, both students enthusiastically endorse their
school. They identify a number of highlights: choir festivals, experiencing God 
as Creator in profound ways on a trip to Algonquin Park, meaningful discussions,
relationships with students from diverse backgrounds, and teachers who took a
genuine interest in them. “They’re sort of both teachers and friends,” said
Nicholas.
   What does Angela hope TD will be like when she has her own teenaged 
children? While she imagines the course offerings might be different, she hopes
TD doesn’t change too much. “I love the school the way it is,” said Angela, who
feels fortunate to have experienced TD’s great sense of community.  Similarly
Nicholas hopes the things that make TD unique carry on into the future. “I hope 
it will be a place where my kids can feel comfortable enough to be who they are,”
he says. “It’s been that for me.”

TWO Students, 

TWO Paths 
to TDChristian by Sophie Vandenberg

Nicholas Chuba Angela Duraisingham

“It makes it more
accepting. By 
hanging out with
people from other
backgrounds, we
learn about their
cultures, and we
get to see things
differently. They
ask me about life 
in Korea, so they
also learn more
about me.”

Hyeon Park, 
Grade 12

“You get so many
different points 
of view. School is
about thinking. 
By interacting 
with people from
different back-
grounds and 
cultures you get
new ways of 
looking at things.
After high school,
you’re going to be
working with many
different kinds of
people. This helps
you prepare for
that.”

Andrea Kotys,
Grade 12
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Attention Alumni!  
Please keep us posted 
regarding reunions, 
marriages, births, career
moves, and any other 
important milestones. 
Simply e-mail alumni@ 
tdchristian.ca. Don’t worry
if you’re late in reporting 
– we’re still interested! 

• Marriages
• Zachary McKay (07)

and Lindsey Shade (of
Richmond, Kentucky),
July 5, 2010 in Gulf
Shores, Alabama. 
They are in their

@tdchristian
Editor: Sophie Vandenberg 

E-mail: 
editor@tdchristian.ca

For further information on
TDChristian, please contact
the school.

TDChristian 
377 Woodbridge Avenue 

Woodbridge, Ontario  L4L 2V7

Tel: 416 410.9834
905 851.1772

Fax: 905 851.9992

www.tdchristian.ca

E-mail: 
info@tdchristian.ca

To reach the TDChristian
Board

board_secretary
@tdchristian.ca

fourth year at Harding
University in Searcy,
Arkansas.

• Brad Rupke (03) and
Marissa Straatsma
(03), September 18,
2010.

• Births
• Jesse (02) and Amy

(Hollander, 02) Grin,
who married in 2005,
had their first 
daughter, Sienna 
Lauren, November 1,
2007. Their second,
Layah Victoria, arrived 
August 17, 2010. 

• Stephanie (de Boer,
03) and Brian 
McKenzie welcomed 
a baby girl, Audrey
Renee, January 11,
2010. 

   CONGRATULATIONS, 
   EVERYBODY! 

Alumni

News
td

Upcoming Events
2010

Fall Rummage Sale
October 23                              
(9:00 am - 1:00 pm)

Grade Eight Day
November 3                             
(9:30 am - 1:50 pm)

Toronto Area Christian 
Elementary Boys’ 
Volleyball Tournament
November 17                         

Canadian Open 
Mathematics Challenge
November 24                           

Fall Membership 
Meeting 
November 25                         
(7:00 pm)

TD News

Grade 9 went on their annual service trip to downtown Toronto in the first week of
school. They served at food banks, charities, and shelters, and distributed socks and 
water to the homeless. It was also a chance for students to bond with each other.

TD welcomed Margaret 
Good as our new VP 
of Finance. Margaret is 
a Certified General 
Accountant and brings 
an extensive business 
background to her 
new role.

Grade 11 Geography 
enjoyed their annual 
five-day trip to Algonquin
Park. It was a chance to
participate in authentic
hands-on learning and 
appreciate the beauty 
of God’s incredible 
creation.

November 3 is TD’s annual Grade Eight Day, a chance for
Grade 8 students and their parents to experience a day 
in the life of our school. Guests will take tours, experience
classes, meet teachers and students, and enjoy lunch. For
more details or to RSVP, contact our VP of Admissions/
Students, Tim Bentum, at bentum@tdchristian.ca

8GRADE

Serving in Toronto

Sightseeing in Toronto

Working in Toronto

TDChristian has entered the social networking universe. Go to our website at 
tdchristian.ca to read our blog, or follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/tdchristian .

On Saturday, October 2, TD took part in Doors Open Vaughan. Grade 10 Environmental
Block students led tours of the school and showed the community all our green initiatives.


