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earning responsible Christian citizenship requires a 
set of skills and tools with which to be Christian in this 

culture, but also a set of dispositions toward the needs
of the world and the needy people of the world, both here 
and abroad. Moreover, in order to learn those dispositions, 
students must see the faces, hear the voices, and feel the 
struggles of humans.

It is our hope that students will become agents for shalom in this broken world, 
starting close to home and moving outward. We educate students to have a disposition
to pray for shalom where it is absent, work for shalom, celebrate shalom when they see
it, and lament when they notice its absence. 

It is our hope that when students come into the presence of a needy person, they 
will feel the claim that this person has on them and sense that if they do not honour 
that claim, they have wronged the person. So our first overarching theme at TDChristian
is empathy for the disadvantaged, and the second is justice and fairness for all.

In their first week of school, our Grade 9 students spend two days in downtown
Toronto working in various missions of the inner city. This experience informs them 
as they return to TD in subsequent days and months to develop the necessary skills, 
tools, and insights for service. Then in Grade 11, the class spends an entire week in inner
city Toronto working at missions and studying the social and political structures that
make our culture what it is. Also, all Grade 11 students get help with their disposition
toward the disadvantaged by living in a simulated refugee camp at the school as part 
of a week-long focus on the world refugee situation.

Our learning takes us beyond the borders of Canada, too. Last semester, eight of our
students earned co-op credits by spending the entire semester working in Belize. They
worked on a Mennonite farm, at a hospital, at an orphanage, in Belizean schools both
Christian and public, and in a literacy program. In addition, each year during March 
Break a group of TD students and staff go to Honduras or Nicaragua or Guatemala 
to experience the “Gift of the Stranger”. And this past summer, in a new first for TD, 
15 students and two staff took the play A Midsummer Night’s Dream to China and 
performed in three venues in that country. The participation of Chinese students made
for a unique production in each location. 

The happy by-product of all this consciousness-raising is that in the last two consecutive
years, our students have raised many thousands of dollars per year for causes that
became dear to their hearts: the Katrina disaster, the children of Darfur, the Woodbridge
Hospice, The Terry Fox run, the 30-hour famine under the auspices of World Vision, 
a local AIDS hospice, the Woodbridge food bank, and others. 

We do not educate for this materialistic world; 
we educate for that upside-down world of our Lord,

where the weak are the strong,
where nobody points a gun,
where no family is torn apart by mistrust,
where people hold earthly goods lightly,
where no father or mother will die of AIDS,
where there is justice for the unborn, 
where no person ever dies alone,
and no tribe or race will ever make war on their brothers 

or sisters nor make slaves of strangers.

TD hosts Vaughan
Provincial Candidates
by Bruce Voogd, 
TD’s coordinator of the Fairness in Funding effort 

As a public service 
to the surrounding
community for the
2007 provincial 
election,TDChristian
hosted a Vaughan
Provincial Candidates
Meeting on Tuesday,
October 2. Over 
80 people attended 
a lively debate full 
of good questions
and articulate
responses. 

The event, moderated 
by Bruce Voogd, was 
divided into issue areas,
each introduced with a
question by student and 
co-moderator Emily
Vellekoop. Students Erika
Straatsma and Nicole
Riedstra were the 
timekeepers and did 
an excellent job of making
sure each speaker stayed
within the allotted time. 

continued on page 2
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Educating 
for 

Shalomby Ren Siebenga

Citizenship is a recognition of our
responsibility to the society of which
we are a part, from the local right
up to the national and even global
level. For followers of Christ, this is one

aspect of loving our neighbour in his name 

and being redemptive agents in the world, and

so it forms part of the learning and teaching at

TDChristian. It includes helping to ensure that

the community’s needy are cared for, that all

kinds of communal resources are used in the best

way possible, that the voices of the marginalized

are heard, and that duly constituted authorities

are respected. In a democracy like ours, 

responsibilities of citizenship also include

involvement, as voters, in some of the decision-

making that affects society at large. To 

carry out these responsibilties requires an 

understanding of the history, composition, and

structure of the larger community, its resources,

the kinds of issues it faces, and how things 

may be accomplished in it. That’s what all 

the pieces in this issue of @td are about.

Election ’07
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n Matthew 25, Jesus says, “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these my brothers, you did for me.” (NIV) This was his answer 
to the questions from the righteous, “Lord when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty, and give you something to drink? When did we see 
you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?” (NIV) 

So often in our busy lives we fail to look for Jesus or see him in the places we go and the people we
meet. But he assures us that he is there. Issues of homelessness and poverty are not often on our minds
and seem so distant to us. And even when confronted with these issues, we often doubt that we could
ever make a difference. “How can I help?” we think. James R. Kok, a prominent Christian writer, answers
that question in the title of his book, 90% of Helping Is Just Showing Up.

Kok’s advice was certainly true for 52 Grade 11 students and 7 staff members from TDChristian who
participated in the Grade 11 Service Trip from October 2 to 5. Showing up at over ten missions and 
organizations, the students and staff served in a variety of ways. They did cleanup and maintenance work
at many of the sites, including Matthew House, St. Felix Centre, and three Salvation Army locations. They
prepared and served food at St. Francis’ Table, the Scott Mission, and the Salvation Army Dovercourt. At
the Yonge Street Mission, they helped out with daycare and prepared and served a Thanksgiving dinner
for the seniors’ group, and at Sanctuary they played euchre and socialized with the visitors. At all of 
these places, the students met people and had conversations they won’t soon forget. 

The students spent the three nights sleeping at Knox Presbyterian Church. In the evenings they 
participated in a variety of activities, including a welfare simulation and a street walk. The welfare 
simulation involved taking on the profile of an individual or family on welfare, trying to make a budget

based on current welfare rates, and going in front of a welfare caseworker to justify their budget. Through the simulation the students became much
more aware of the challenges faced by those who rely on welfare, as well as the shortcomings of the current welfare system.

Another evening activity was the street walk – for many students, the highlight of the trip. Students and staff set out in groups from the Salvation
Army Gateway and walked through much of Toronto’s downtown core. Under the Lakeshore Blvd. overpass they stepped into a fenced-off area which
was home to a few of Toronto’s homeless people. The ground was covered with garbage and debris, and students were instructed not to touch anything
because of the risk of needles and harmful parasites. In this daunting setting they met Anthony, a man who had lived for over 14 years on the streets of
Toronto. He spoke candidly of his time on the streets and explained how his drug addiction (the result of the combination of an addictive personality
and a desire to experiment, he said) led him into begging and dealing drugs. Anthony later spent time with the students at Knox Presbyterian Church,
answering questions, describing more of his experiences, and sharing his thoughts on the issues of poverty in the city. 

After leaving that area, the street walk continued through glamorous and imposing buildings such as the Royal York Hotel and the BCE building, 
providing a sharp contrast to the site the students had just visited. Other disturbing juxtapositions included the Homeless Memorial right near the Eaton
Centre, symbol of the affluent consumer culture; and the gay neighbourhood of Boystown right near the police headquarters. The students also viewed
the AIDS Memorial in the Church-Wellesley area and watched some of the entertainment in Dundas Square. Having seen parts of downtown Toronto
where few people ever venture, they became aware of the contrasts that characterize the city.

The service trip as a whole was an eye-opening experience for the students, challenging them to face the issues of poverty and consider how we can
bring hope and help to a seemingly hopeless situation. They also realized more fully the truth of Kok’s statement, “90% of helping is just showing up.”
They showed up, they helped, and they had experiences that will hopefully motivate them to answer Jesus’ call to service throughout their lives. @TDC

Below are some quotes from students who went on the trip:

continued from page 1

TD hosts Vaughan candidates
The questions Emily asked were prepared by the school

and given to the candidates in advance of the meeting.
They dealt with education generally and funding for faith-
based schools; integrating, harmonizing, and improving
public transit in the GTA; and alleviating the crisis in our
large cities caused by inadequate revenue to pay for 
social services. Emily also asked about environmentally
friendly and sustainable energy for Ontario residents and 
businesses, electoral reform and the possibility of 
proportional representation, and the need to resolve the
outstanding Aboriginal land claims in this province.
Attendees were given the opportunity to ask their own
questions for each issue area as well, with education, the
environment, and electoral reform generating the most 
interest. In addition, there were questions from the floor
on access to proper and efficient health care and the 
issue of hospital waiting times.

Candidates from the four main parties were all invited.
Ms. Gayani Weerasinghe of the Progressive Conservative
Party, Mr. Rick Morelli of the New Democratic Party, and
Mr. Russell Korus of the Green Party accepted. The office
of Mr. Greg Sorbara of the Liberal Party replied that 
he was not available to participate due to provincial
responsibilities out of the riding. Unfortunately, at the 
last moment the Green Party candidate came down 
with a migraine and had to bow out. But the two 
candidates (PC and NDP) who attended represented 
themselves and their parties well. Those from the 
community who attended appreciated TDChristian 
hosting this event.

Mr. Korus, the Green candidate who had been unable
to attend the debate, visited the school a week later on
October 9 to discuss funding for faith-based schools with
Mr. Siebenga, TD Board Secretary Sophie Vandenberg, 
and Mr. Voogd, coordinator of TDChristian’s election
efforts. After this meeting and a tour of the school, Mr.
Korus spoke to Ben Freeman’s Environmental Civics class.

The Vaughan Provincial Candidates Meeting was one
part of the school’s efforts for the 2007 provincial 
election. The main focus was the education and action 
piece Fairness for Faith-based Education in Ontario, 
produced to inform people about the issue and urging
them to contact local candidates and party leaders about 
it. A nonpartisan website, www.fairnessinontario.org, 
was also developed, from which letters could be sent
quickly and easily to party candidates and leaders. Over
2,400 letters were emailed in this way by members of 
the TDChristian school community. @TDC

Grade 11 October SERVICE Trip
by Justin De Moor

I

“ I was surprised at how easy I 
found it serving and talking to 
the homeless people we met.”

– Andrew Ryzebol

“ I saw a completely different 
side of Toronto than I had 
seen before.”

– Jenny Hayhoe 

“ I learned a lot about
people on the 
streets and also the 
people who help 
them. I have a huge 
amount of respect 
for people who 
dedicate their lives 
to helping others.”

– Rachelle Veldkamp 

“ Compassion was what I often 
thought I felt for the homeless, 
but I realize now that it was just 
pity. On this trip I learned that 
compassion without action is 
not compassion.”
– Jessica Vandermey

“ I learned that I can really 
help and make people 
happy, and that even the 
smallest gestures of 
kindness are appreciated.”
– Jessica Kortleve

“ As a result of the trip, I will 
try not to take so much for 
granted.”

– Ralph Emmatty 



by Richard VanderKloet

For the first five days of October, the Grade 10 French-
History Block class was on a field trip to Ottawa and
Montreal. We spent the five days immersed in museums,
history, culture, language, and tradition. Many of our
tours were conducted in French, we asked questions in
French, we even ate in French, breathed in French, and by
week’s end were dreaming in French. We grew in our
appreciation of each other and of a large section of
Canadian society, broadened our perception of Canadian
history, and deepened our understanding of some of the
issues faced by our nation in the past, present, and future. 

We enjoyed a visit to an alternative school in Quebec
where outdoor education is a major vehicle for delivering
the curriculum. At the Biosphere we learned about the
scarcity of fresh water on our earth and our obligation to
care for this precious resource. At Lachine and Chambly
we learned how the rapids on our major waterways were
strategic points for the construction of canals and forts to
guard and direct our commerce and communications. We
discovered how colonial French soldiers were dressed, how
relations between diverse peoples in Canada in the past
ranged from hostility to friendship, and how visionary
people like Louis Joseph Papineau tried to overcome the
differences that tend to fuel our mutual suspicions and
hatreds. 

We travelled in safety, enjoyed excellent weather, and
arrived back home with greater appreciation for our 
country and a larger vision of what it can be. God is good.
We had a wonderful trip. @TDC

TRIP TO ALGONQUIN
by David Robinson

very September for the past six years, the members of the Grade 11 Geography 
class have packed their bags and journeyed into Algonquin’s interior to explore

God’s creation in a whole new way. The focus of the course is the interconnectedness
of Earth’s geology, hydrology, biology, and atmosphere, as well as our dependency 
on and use of these systems, particularly here in Canada where we have direct
responsibility as citizens. The trip was expanded to five days this year, freeing time
for the 21 students and four staff to explore the Visitor Centre and the many 
educational trails. The week’s experiences broadened our appreciation of the 
diversity of the boreal ecosystem that occupies such a large part of our province.

We explored wetlands such as bogs and beaver ponds to see the specialized plants
and animals that live in each. We climbed mountain ranges to see the big picture 
of geology and glaciation, and hiked eastern and western forests to see the 
differences between the maple highlands and the pine-filled sand plains. We met
frogs, raccoons, grouse, and moose. We canoed into the interior to conduct our 
own research and to appreciate God’s creation away from the busy Highway 60 
corridor. 

Once again, students rose to the occasion, and we had a wonderful trip in spite 
of the hard work it required. Upon our return to civilization, students began 
writing their research reports about the connections within God’s creation. @TDC

Quebec City 2007
by Alice Vanderkooy

On October 1, accompanied by three staff, a dozen Grade 12 French students left 
for five days to visit la belle province. The trip was the culmination of four years 
of studying high school French. In our French program we spend a fair bit of time
learning about the cultures of French-speaking people around the world, and 
specifically about the 6.7 million fellow citizens in our own country who speak 
French as their first language. 
Cross-cultural communication is enhanced if we understand and have respect for the cultures of the language we are
studying, and responsible citizenship in any language requires an appreciation of Canada’s founding nations, their 
history, and who they are today. 

That is why, on our Quebec trip, we participate in activities chosen to create a better understanding of our Quebec
brothers and sisters. Students get to see the their historical, political, cultural, and religious context. We tour Old
Quebec, seeing the landmarks that have shaped both Quebec and Canadian history. We meet a woodcarver who delights
us with legends that are part of the rich tradition orale of Quebec society. We visit Ste-Anne-de-Beaupré, one of the
many Roman Catholic churches in Quebec, an episode that often gives rise to some lively theological discussion. Our
“fancy” dinner at Auberge La Goéliche is an opportunity to sample cuisine that is different from ours – not only the
actual food, but the attention given to ambiance and the time taken to savour both the food and the company. Quebec
is also a province of incredible natural beauty; we enjoy our stay at Mont Ste-Anne and our visit to Les Chutes 
Ste-Anne, a spectacular canyon with falls of 74 metres.

The most nerve-wracking part of the trip, and yet for many also the highlight, is our visit to a French-Canadian high
school. “Do we have to go?” is the most common complaint heard as we head out. “What if they talk to us? What if
they don’t talk to us? What do I say? What if I don’t understand?” Fears are calmed only when we realize that the
French students are more anxious than we are about meeting a group of Anglophones from Ontario. Communication
happens – in broken French, in broken English, and using gestures...and IT WORKS!

David Smith and Barbara Carvill, in their book The Gift of the Stranger, say this:
Learning a new language is a joyful gift one gives to oneself and to the other. By studying the language of the host
country, one says to its people: “I want to meet you, to connect and communicate with you; I want to hear your voice;
I want to know what it is like to be you in your culture. I’ve already started to walk toward you; I’ve gone through
some of the rigorous and demanding discipline necessary to acquire your language, and I’ve begun to learn about
your ways. Even though my steps in your direction are clumsy and faltering, I’m on the way, eager to engage you. I’d
like to participate in and learn from the many different conversations carried on in your culture.” Calvin Seerveld is
right when he asserts that “to learn a different language is an act of love.” (p. 65)

Learning French, or any language, is not easy, especially if you are not immersed in it. Our trip is one of the ways we try
to bridge the gap between classroom learning and the real life of Canadian francophones. Ultimately, we hope to help
bridge the gap between Canadians by having hearts and minds open in Chritian love to those Canadians who are 
different from us. @TDC

E
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French-History
Block Takes
to the Road

Did you know? 
Almost half of our 452 students went 

on an overnight trip within the 
first five weeks of school.

• All 113 Grade 9s went on a service trip to Toronto 
• 26 Grade 10 French-History Block students 

went to Montreal and Ottawa
• 21 Grade 11 Geography students went to Algonquin

• 52 Grade 11s went on a service trip to Toronto
• 12 Grade 12 French students went to Quebec City 

That adds up to 224 students out learning in the real world!  
Now, that's education outside the box!
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Alumni

News
td

Attention Alumni!  
Please keep us posted
regarding reunions, 
marriages, births, career
moves, and any other
important milestones.
Simply e-mail alumni@
tdchristian.ca. Don’t worry
if you’re late in reporting 
– we’re still interested! 

@tdchristian
Editor: Justin DeMoor 

E-mail: 
demoor@tdchristian.ca

For further information on
TDChristian, please contact
the school.

TDChristian 
377 Woodbridge Avenue 

Woodbridge, Ontario  L4L 2V7

Tel: 416 410.9834
905 851.1772

Fax: 905 851.9992

www.tdchristian.ca

E-mail: 
info@tdchristian.ca

To reach the TDChristian
Board

board_secretary
@tdchristian.ca

www.tdchristian.ca

Local Fundraising
in Changing Times
by Jennie Das

Every fall we review and analyze various types of numerical data to help us understand
the changes we see happening and how they could impact the organization as it moves
forward into the future. In addition to looking at year-to-year changes, we often 
compare a given year (or group of recent years) with an earlier series of years, perhaps
even a period ten years ago. The short-term changes reflect the story of recent decisions
and their effects, whereas the longer-term view shows the accumulated story of many
decisions made over many years. 

It is the longer view that we find most interesting, as the changes are often more 
noteworthy and surprising. For folks like myself who are working in the “here and now”,
we often forget (or perhaps didn’t even know) what it was like years ago and how that
legacy is still affecting us today. The opposite may be true for folks who understood the
scene “back then” but who are no longer intimately involved in the current operations.   

Those who envisioned this high school 45 years ago agreed that the funds needed to
support it would be a shared commitment between the parents enrolling children at 
the school and the broader Christian community. At that time both groups were very
homogeneous. While the school still holds to that funding vision, the manner of its 
realization has changed significantly over time as the groups involved have become 
much more diverse. The past ten years have probably seen the greatest change, as 
the following highlights demonstrate: 

• Marriages
•  Renee de Boer (01)

and Cory McArthur,
July 14, 2007 in
Orangeville, Ontario.
Renee teaches Grade
1 at Calvary Christian
School, Kleinburg,
Ontario.

•  Kevin deWinter (02)
and Sandra Kooy (02),
July 28, 2007.

• Lauren Goodhoofd
(00) and Tyler McMillan,
August 18, 2007.

•  Jacqueline Miedema
(03) and Jake VanDam,
May 19, 2007.

•  Eric Romkema (01)
and Heather Blacklock
(98), July 29, 2006. 

• Births
•  David and Jenica

(Koolma, 1996) Brodie
had their first son
Cameron Armour,
March 16, 2005.
Another son, Nicholas
Evert, was born July
29, 2007. 

• Cason (95) and Robyn
(Helleman) Buikema
were blessed with
identical twin boys, 

Levi James and
Hayden Isaiah, April 26,
2007. Brothers for
Elijah and Kiara.

•  Derek (99) and Janice
(Vanderkooi, 99) 
de Boer were blessed
with the birth of their
first child, Hailee
Brooke, August 30,
2007.

•  Doug (97) and Elaine
(Benjamins, 97)
Hollander had a baby
girl, Kaitlyn Maria-
Beth, May 2, 2007.

•  Phil (98) and Leah
Hollander had a baby
girl, Jayne Avery,
August 14, 2007.

•  Ryan (00) and Alysha
(Edskes, 05) Van
Loenen had a baby
boy, Mason Edward
Arthur, July 23, 2007.

• Chris (95) and
Amanda (Peron, 96)
Zegers had their first
and second children
born to them on 
July 10, 07. Christian
Michael and Jacob
Anthony.

CONGRATULATIONS, 
EVERYBODY! 

by a TD community member 

Did you talk about MMP at home? At TD, people did.
Referenda are pretty infrequent here in Canada – at least, in Ontario; I hadn’t quite

reached voting age for the last one, in 1921. So I was fascinated by the one we just had,
especially since it dealt with something I’ve often thought about: how our current 
electoral system might be improved.

The proposed reform seemed like a no-brainer to me. Wasn’t “rep by pop” what
Upper Canadians had fought so hard for, scores of years ago? Shouldn’t we be shocked
by the fact that a party with less than half the popular vote could win a majority of seats
in the House, while whole swathes of the population went totally unrepresented in that
institution because the party they voted for had not come out on top in any riding?

But I was surprised to find that thoughtful people around me disagreed. They spoke 
eloquently of the dangers of factiousness, and of extremist minorities holding the 
balance of power. They asked provocative questions like, “Do we want representation, 
or leadership?” and pointed to examples of societies where systems similar to MMP 
had resulted in indecisive government.

Talking with them forced me to examine both views more closely. It was a topic of 
discussion at home, too. In the end I came back to my original stance and voted Yes; I
decided that representation and leadership were not mutually exclusive, that I should not
be motivated by fear of minorities whose views differed widely from mine, and that it
was important to ensure every voice was heard at its appropriate volume. 

However, I know that many responsible citizens voted No, because the proposal was defeated.
Before October 10, someone pointed me to an article in the Toronto Star introduced

by a question that a TD student had asked the party leaders regarding MMP. The 
student’s family had embraced a particular view, but because of her TD Civics class she
was still weighing the issue for herself. Students taking Grade 10 Civics are not of voting
age, but they will be very soon. We should be glad to know that they are learning to
take their social and political responsibilities seriously. @TDC

VOTING Responsibly

Upcoming Events
2007
Fall Rummage Sale
Saturday, November 3 
10:00am-1:00pm

Grade 8 Day
Wednesday, November 7

Fall Membership
Meeting
Thursday, November 29 
7:00 pm

Christmas Concert 
and Arts Display
Thursday, December 6
7:00pm

• 45% of current families enrolling children are from the founding communities (i.e., Reformed and of Dutch descent), as compared 
to 76% in 1997. Their absolute number has actually increased by 16%, but the proportion they represent has dropped because 
other types of families have increased in number by a whopping 465%.

• 75% of current Grade 9 students graduated from an Ontario Alliance Christian school, as compared to 95% in 1997.

• While local fundraising has remained relatively stable over the last 10 years in terms of total dollars, it has been steadily dropping 
as a percentage of total budget.

• Tuition assistance, in the form of bursaries, reductions for families also enrolling children in Christian primary schools, and long-
term supporter discounts, has tripled over those same 10 years from just over $200,000 in the 1996-97 school year to over 
$660,000 in 2006-07.

Over the years, local fundraising kept tuition affordable for the “traditional” category of families: those who for the
most part chose primary and secondary Christian schooling as the only way of educating their children. This group of
families has seen tuition increase from year to year in step with inflation. For the rest of the families, the tuition rate
structure has changed significantly in the last number of years. The increased operating costs resulting from their influx,
including the reductions they receive, are fully financed by this same “nontraditional” group. It has enriched the TD 
community in many ways, helping us to appreciate diversity and maintain a school filled to capacity. In fact, it is the
increasing interest of this group of families that has staved off the anticipated decline in enrolment. 

While many facets of the world and this institution have increased in complexity over these 10 years, the message 
is still very simple. TDChristian continues to operate as a result of the prayerful support of many and the sacrificial 
financial support of those who believe that our vulnerable youth need solid foundations on which to build their lives.
This message is far-reaching, and the “secret” is getting out! @TDC

Local Fundraising Notes


