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Nota Bene             - W. Groot

Story is a powerful way to understand from where TDChristian has come and why it is what it is today. Our librarian, Mrs. 
Joni Knibbe, is also the school’s archivist. This year she has been carving out time to work at preserving our school his-
tory. The TDChristian story from its inception is one that contains many twists and turns, as well as ups and downs – the 
thread through it all is how God uses people to keep the story alive, vibrant, and current.

The passion and intentionality with which TDChristian was built must continually be fostered by those who have been 
connected with the school for years as well as our newest students, families and members. I am impressed by the 
willingness of many people – old and new – to make TDChristian a relevant and powerful place for learning. We need 
people who are steeped in the school’s history and those who are newly stoked by the school’s current story.

What we build now through our students as well as our physical plant needs to reverberate into the future. We must 
strive to challenge students to reach their potential as they learn for service in the light of God’s word. It’s also why we 
are working hard at making Project 20/20 a reality and why we ask you to support it with your prayers, your hearts and 
yes, even your wallets. What we build now should still benefit learners 20, 40, and 50 years from now.

As we end another semester, we must remember that we are today’s story writers. What we learn and do today impacts 
tomorrow. Let us go in God’s strength and in the power of his story.

Celebration of Learning & Winter Open House Tomorrow  
You are invited to this new event which includes the opportunity to see student projects (at 6:30 p.m.) and attend four of 
six twelve-minute interactive student sessions after a short introductory program (www.tdchristian.ca/openhouses).

Families with students in grades 5 to 8 are also invited to see the school and be among us as we celebrate learning. 
Feel free to invite families you know to see what’s happening at TDChristian.

English & Perspectives (Grade 11) with Mr. Van Eerden: Students  present a “worldview statement” in which they 
discuss some of the realizations and understandings they have come to over the course of the semester in both New 
Testament and English. (Participants: Seth Van Schepen, Curtis Boven, Sophia Starkey, Caleb Mathai, and Shone Xu)

Environmental Block (Grade 10) with Mr. Freeman: Learn from students about TDChristian’s block-style courses, listen 
to them explain how they participate in our outdoor environmental work and creation care programs. Students also 
explain final course presentations and show their whiteboards, which demonstrate students’ learning in five key 
areas.
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Art (Grades 9-12) with Ms. Tenyenhuis: Talk to art teacher Ms. June Tenyenhuis about our Grade 9 to 12 Art 
Program. Grade 11 Art students are completing a Renaissance-technique-portait painting using glazing effects 
traditional to that time (interact with Da Seul Lee, Bronwyn Belbeck, Ciara Mirigello, Carleigh Roos, Jessica Costa, 
Ben Longo and Megan Vroom while they work). Grade 12 Art Students are creating four works of art on a chosen 
social justice theme of concern to them (interact with Sarah Vander Schaaf, Isaac Ma, Ziyang Wan, Katerina 
Guthrie and Daniel Nwabiani while they work).

Drama (Grades 11/12) with Mr. Peters: After a highly successful run of “The Pirates of Penzance,” come, see, 
and listen to several of the cast perform their summative songs and monologues! Several pieces will be used in 
auditions for post-secondary theatre school and music programs (Lorissa Van Gurp, Rachel Feddema, Elizabeth 
Parenteau, Nathan Lise, Aldo Canini). Pick up a sheet on Drama thoughout the grades from Mr. Peters.

Biology (Grades 9-12) with Mrs. VanSchepen: Biology is the study of life. Students (including Kamrin Ward, Hanna 
Hilliard, and Leah Hoving) from the Grade 12 University Biology class will be sharing aspects of the course that 
they found fascinating this semester. The session includes pictures and labs that augmented their learning.

Math (Grades 9-12) with Mr. Templeton: Catch a glimpse of the wonderful world of Mathematics. Various 
students (Simon Michell, Megan Hudson, Maddy Genaro, Rianna Ho, Garrett Burrell, Brad Blom, Shaun Sabatini, 
Harrison Hendriks, Sarah Scheepstra, Julianna Groot, Olivia Wells, Grace Bock, Nicole Serra and Noah Orlandi)
demonstrate things they have learned in courses, and even things they have learned about mathematics beyond 
their courses!

NOTE: Parents or guardians can earn volunteer hours for attending and filling in the feedback sheet (max. of 2.5 
hours per family).

Admissions 2017-18 Early Bird Deadline!
If you, or someone you know, would like to enroll a new student into the TDChristian community next year, then 
you need to remember the early registration deadline is February 1, 2017. Registering by this date saves families 
money on the administrative fee. 

Students attending TDChristian are assumed to be returning next year (unless we are informed otherwise by 
parents or guardians, or they are graduating) so no action is required to re-register for next year.  

Semester Two Couse Changes and 2017-18 Course Selections
Students wishing to make course changes for next semester should have their parent or guardian email 
schedules@tdchristian.ca. The earlier you request changes the more likely you are to be able to make the 
changes you need. Course Selections for next year begin in early February and conclude before March Break. 

Mentorship          - S. VanEerden

The Mentorship assignments from first semester are now complete. As we look forward to next semester, there 
are a few important things to know: 
1) On three days from Friday, January 27 to Thursday, February 2, Grade 11 students are expected to complete a 
minimum of 18 hours in the workplace with their mentor. 
2) Grade 11s begin second semester on Friday, February 3.
3) On February 13, students must hand in their Mentorship Completion Form and their Mentorship Journals.
4) Also on February 13, students should be prepared to do a presentation about their mentorship experience in 
one of their second semester classes. 

If you have any questions, please contact Sean Van Eerden at vaneerden@tdchristian.ca
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Praise & Petition                  - A. Vanderkooy/M. Laswick

Pray for all our students as they prepare for and work on their summative evaluations for courses.  

A number of people in our community have experienced the loss of family members in the past few weeks: Jason 
and Justin Biersteker’s grandfather, Mr. DeBoersap, Megan and Ryan Vroom’s grandfather, Mr. Vroom and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Sjaarda’s mother, Elizabeth Speelman (also Joel Sjaarda’s grandmother) all passed away. Please pray for 
these families as they remember and grieve. 

Laura Matheuszik’s father, Jeff, was involved in a serious car accident. He is still recovering in the hospital. After 
several operations, he will need to undergo many weeks of theraphy and treatments. Patricia Ootjer’s granddaughter 
Savannah, born during the Christmas Break also experienced significant problems at birth. Savannah has gone 
home, but continues under doctor’s care to determine further diagnosis and treatments. 

Music Notes                                                                                  - K. Hayward

While January means a little less organized “music making” in the school, there are still things happening behind the 
scenes.

Parents and other transportation providers are reminded that band rehearsals will begin again on Thursday, 
February 2. Choir will also recommence on that date.

Students who are currently using instruments provided by the school must return them to the music room on Friday 
(January 20). All instruments must be on site in order to be inspected next week.

On Thursday March 2, the skilled, the talented, the funny, the bizarre and the curious will all be here at TDChristian 
to participate in and observe the annual Talent Show! Be watching the announcements over the next few days for 
details of how you can audition to take part. Parent or guardian volunteers will also be needed that night to assist 
with setup and cleanup. 

If you have any questions about the music program at TDChristian, contact Mr. Hayward via e-mail at: 
hayward@tdchrisitian.ca

Athletics    - C. Hoving

The Falcons sports team have returned for a short run after Christmas break and before final evaluations.

The Junior Girls Tier 1 Volleyball won the Consolation Championship at its TDChristian tournament the week before 
the Christmas break. They will conclude their league play after the exam break.

The Junior Girls Tier 2 Volleyball team have played in a few tournaments to get ready for league play which will 
begin in second semester. The girls continue to show improvement.

The Senior Girls Volleyball team remain undefeated in league play and are first in the West division with 10 wins 
and 0 losses. The girls have two games after the break before playoffs as well as the annual Christian Schools 
tournament we host on February 2 and 3.

The Junior Boys Basketball team finished league play Monday night. Although winless, the team have progressed 
well. Playoffs are after the week of Final Evaluations as is the Christian Schools tournament which finishes the 
season.

The Senior Boys Basketball team has 3 wins and 3 losses in league play and remains in the middle of its division. 
The team had a strong showing at the Richmond Hill HS tournament this past Friday, winning 2 of 3 games. It will 
also have playoffs after the break and the Christian schools tournament in Hamilton on February 2 and 3.
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As playoffs begin, games and practices may be added as teams potentially advance. Coaches will communicate 
dates and times to their players and also via Edsby.

Ultimate Frisbee and Girls Soccer tryouts will be scheduled in February so that the students who are in 
International Block have an opportunity to try out. Dates, times and locations will be communicated at school 
primarily through  announcements. The teams will be selected and announced before they begin practicing in 
April.

Falcons Hockey:This year, a senior hockey team will represent TDChristian at a Christian High Schools 
tournament on February 14. Players who wish to apply to play on this team must do so by Friday, January 20. 
Details can be found in the Edsby group “Senior Hockey Team.”

Guidance           - A. Vanderkooy

Scholarships and  Bursaries
• For scholarship information, check Yconic.ca
• Some deadlines to keep in mind:  If you are planning to apply for the Waterloo Mathematics National Scholarships 

(CIBC and Descartes) you must submit an application form by February 6, 2017. Check math.uwaterloo.ca/
scholarships for further information.

• The University of Guelph National Scholarship Deadline is January 25, 2017. 

University and Community College
• Community College Applicants: The application deadline is fast approaching!  You must apply by February 1 for 

equal consideration. 
• Students applying outside of Ontario or to Christian Universities or Colleges will be filling out separate applications. 

Please notify your guidance counsellor if you are applying to a private university or Bible college, or if you are 
applying out of the province of Ontario.

• Students applying to post-secondary programs that need a portfolio should check the websites carefully for 
portfolio deadlines so as not to be taken by surprise.

Summer Options!  
• Explore! Live the Canadian experience! If you are in Grade 11 or 12, consider taking EXPLORE. This five-week 

intensive immersion program is adapted to all skill levels. It is an opportunity to travel, learn and practise your 
French while discovering a new culture. The $2,200 bursary (available to all applicants) pays for most of the 
cost. You could also apply to Languages at Work, which provides opportunities to work in your host community 
following the Explore program. Check www.myexplore.ca and www.languagesatwork.ca/en

• The Study and Go Abroad Fair is Canada’s largest international and student travel expo. It offers students a 
unique opportunity to learn about undergraduate and postgraduate degrees and certificate and diploma programs 
abroad. Check it out at www.studyandgoabroad.com or attend the fair at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre 
on March 5.

Volunteer Opportunities
1)  Attend the Celebrations of Learning and Winter Open House. Parents or guardians can earn volunteer hours 
for attending and filling in the feedback sheet (max. of 2.5 hours per family).
2)  Do you have experience in SEO and Google Analytics? Earn parent volunteer hours helping out with the 
school website. Email Tim Buwalda, Communications Coordinator at buwalda@tdchristian.ca today.

From the Library     J. Knibbe

Before Final Evaluations ...
Students must return all library books to the school library by Thursday, January 19 and all textbooks to their 
teachers before the courses’ final evaluations. For example, if students have textbooks for their period one class 
(in the morning on the first final evaluations day, January 24), they must return the textbook that morning at the 
latest, in order to participate in the final evaluations. Students who have lost a book or it has sustained a great 
deal of damage, will be asked to pay for the book’s replacement cost. If anyone has questions about this 
process, please talk to the course teacher or librarian as soon as possible.
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New books in the collection: come and check them out!
• The Alchemyst, by Michael Scott: Nicholas  Flamel was born in Paris on 28 September 1330. He is 

acknowledged as the greatest alchemyst of his day. His supposed discoveries are great legend material, but 
are the stories true? 

• Miss Peregrines’s Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs. A family tragedy. A mysterious island off 
the coast of Wales. An abandoned orphanage. Altogether, a spine-tingling fantasy illustrated with a strange 
collection of haunting vintage photography. 

Online Information Resource: Did you know that TDChristian subscribes to a great online information resource? 
Encyclopedia Britannica Online is accessible to all students and parents. Go to the TDChristian Splash page 
and click on “Encyclopedia Britannica”. The user name and password are available by contacting the librarian at  
knibbe@tdchristian.ca. Not only are there thousands of articles on thousands of topics available, but also pictures 
and videos. Once you click on an article, a number of options appear in the dock above the article, including the 
ability to print, email, save as a favourite, enlarge for easier reading, or switch to an audio version. Be sure to 
check out this reliable resource.

Looking for lost textbooks and library books:
Please send in any textbooks or library books that display the TDChristian stamp. We are always happy to receive 
books that have been missing, whether they have been away for a short period of time or for several years.

From the Archives
Anyone who has photos, slides, movies or videos of past TDChristian events is encouraged to send them our way. 
We would be happy to scan and return them.

If you are in the process of downsizing, and you wonder what to do with your TDChristian yearbooks or other 
TDChristian memorabilia, please bring or send them in to the school. 

If you are able to provide the TDChristian Archives with any of the following yearbooks, it would be much 
appreciated: any yearbooks produced before 1969, 1973-1974, 1979- 1980, 1980-1981, 1984-1985, 1989-1990.
 
We are in the process of archiving all kinds of objects from TDChristian’s history, including cookbooks, 
commemorative spoons, mugs, pins and articles of clothing. If you have an item of historical significance and 
wonder if you should donate it, please contact me by email: knibbe@tdchristian.ca.

Improv Team        - R. Peters

Our Improv team is hitting their stride as they prepare for competition in the 40th Anniversary Edition of the 
Canadian Improv Games. We won Gold in our zone last year, and the Toronto Zone Competitions are at Second 
City this year on the weekend of February 18. Should we advance (as we’ve managed to do for several years 
now) then we will go head to head with some of the best teams in the country from March 14 to 18 at the Miles 
Nadal Theatre downtown. If you wish to come and see us play, or would like to help chauffeur our players 
(volunteer hours opportunity), then contact Mr. Peters for the full details (peters@tdchristian.ca)!

Upcoming Pastor’s Breakfast: Save the Date!
On Tuesday, February 28 at 8:30 am we are inviting pastors, youth leaders and church staff to come to 
TDChristian for breakfast and to talk about how we can partner in helping our students in the formation of their 
faith. If, as a ministry leader, you are interested in attending or finding out more, please email Patty Schuurman at 
schuurman@tdchristian.ca. Alternatively, if you know of a pastor who should or might attend, please email Patty 
as well.

Calling All Alumni (and their families)
Did you know over 4000 students have passed through the doors of TDChristian? We are currently building our 
alumni database and would love to hear from you. Please go to our website at www.tdchristian.ca/alumni. 
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Is there something new and exciting going on in your life? Something you’d like to share with the greater 
community? Did you get married? Have a baby? Land a new and exciting position? Study hard and get a degree? 
Write a dissertation? Feel free to share it. Let us know by emailing marg@tdchristian.ca. 

TDChristian’s newsletter, @TD (which goes out to churches, grandparents, feeder schools, and more) has space 
put aside specifically for alumni news. We love to hear from you. Email marg@tdchristian.ca and let her know 
what news we can share. 

Breakfast before Final Evaluations!
For only $6 your child can enjoy a plate of scrambled eggs, 3 strips of bacon, a hash brown and a glass of orange 
juice before he or she writes final evaluations. 

If this sounds good to you, please email Marg (marg@tdchristian) by this Friday with your order and send payment 
in with your child. Please be sure to include for which day you are ordering: the Tuesday or Thrusday (or both). 

This will happen only if there is enough demand. If not enough students sign up, you will be emailed back and 
your money will be returned.

All proceeds go towards the upcoming March Break Belize trip. Thank you for your support!

Donations Needed
The International Block and Belize teams are gearing up to head to their perspective destinations. Richard Zul, our 
host in Belize has asked for donations of heavy duty extension cords for the job site as well as used lap tops for 
the after school tutoring program his wife, Lucille, runs.

As always, we are hoping to gift the people we work with and the schools we work at wth craft supplies, medical 
supplies (things like tylenol, bandaids, polysporin), sports equipment, playground toys (like bubbles, frisbees, 
soccer balls, skipping ropes, chalk) jerseys, and baby/children’s clothes. Any items you can donate (or make a 
monetary donations and we’ll do the shopping) would be greatly appreciated. Also, if you have any large luggage 
in good shape that you do not need back, please bring them to the school so that we can use them to transport 
the extra supplies.

Canadian Battlefield, International Block & Belize Service Trips
All parents/guardians of students in International Block or travelling during the March Break to Europe for the 
Canadian Battlefield Trip or Belize should attend the meeting on Thursday, February 9 at 7:00 pm at TDChristian. 
Meet parents, fellow students and trip chaperones, ask questions, and fill out mandatory documentation. 

Canadian Battlefields 2017 

We will be holding a meeting with students and parents on Thursday, February 9. Students will meet with the 
chaperones after school for activities and dinner before the 7 pm meeting (see above). The adults accompanying 
us on the trip are encouraged to come for dinner so they can get to know the students. Parents of students going 
on the trip, please join us for desserts and coffee, as well as further trip information. At that time, please bring 
along $60.00 to cover tips for the trip. This is a mandatory meeting. Hope to see you all there. Please RSVP to 
vanderkooy@tdchristian.ca so we know how many people to prepare for. Further details about times will follow.

From the Teachers
French 9 (Vanderkooy)
Please note that the final presentations for French will be on Thursday, January 19 and Friday, January 20. On the 
study day for French (January 26), students will prepare for their French exam. They have received a study guide. 
Extra help will be available after school on Thursday this week. As well, students can reach me on EDSBY at any 
time during the exam period. If you have questions, feel free to contact me.
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Available for FREE!
With the semester almost over, we have 5 garden sheds/bus shelters looking for owners. Please consider taking 
one. They are 4’ x 4’ and stand 8’ high at the eves (9’ at the ridge of the roof). Although they are quite heavy, they 
can be transported in a pick-up truck. Free: first come, first served. Contact vanderkloet@tdchristian.ca.

Eurotrip 2018
EuroTrip2018! Join us for 10 days next March Break, 2018, as we explore Berlin, Munich, Prague, Austria, and 
Switzerland! If you are currently in grade 9, 10 or 11 then come with us to experience the culture, visit a castle, 
try out the food, and climb in The Alps!  There is a parent/guardian/student information night tomorrow, Thursday, 
January 19 at 7pm.  All are welcome and there is no obligation. Join us to learn more details, or send an email to 
Ms. Cate.

Information Meeting Thursday, Jan 19, 7  pm
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FINAL EVALUATIONS SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 2017

Friday, January 20 – Last regular school day for first semester.

Monday, January 23 – Study Day – students may not come to school. No buses.

Wednesday, January 25 – Study Day – only students with permission may come to school. No 
buses.

Grade 9:
Tuesday, January 24:
9:40 a.m. Period 1 Classes: Geography or Science
12:45 p.m. Period 2, DAY 1 Class: Music, Shop, Drama or Pulse (ask your teacher for details for 
that time)
Thursday, January 26:
9:40 a.m. Period 3 Class: Math
12:45 p.m. Period 4 Classes: French (Vanderkooy, Joosse), English (Sjaarda), English/Learning 
Strategies/ESL (Helder, Kooy, Bauer)

Grades 10 to 12:
Tuesday, January 24:
9:40 a.m. Period 1 Classes (Note: some grade 12 final evaluations may begin at 8:55 a.m.)
12:45 p.m. Period 2 Classes (Note: some grade 12 final evaluations may begin at 12:15 p.m.)
Thursday, January 26:
9:40 a.m. Period 3 Classes (Note: some grade 12 final evaluations may begin at 8:55 a.m.)
12:45 p.m. Period 4 Classes (Note: some grade 12 final evaluations may begin at 12:15 p.m.)

Notes:
• All students must remain in the class for the entire time.
• All courses have final evaluations. Courses that do not have scheduled time during the final 

evaluation days will complete final evaluations during or as part of regularly scheduled classes.
• Students must pay all monies owed the school including library, textbook and athletic fines 

before writing final evaluations (see the first item under, “From the Library.”)
• If school is cancelled for any reason, final evaluations will be moved to the next available week 

day.
• Students who have a spare or supervised spare are expected to work quietly in the library or 

other empty supervised room unless they come in later or leave early.
• The assumption is that all students will attend their scheduled final evaluations at the stated 

times. Exceptions for educational reasons (such as IEPs) need to be requested through the 
Resource Department and have administrative approval. All other exceptions must be approved 
by Mr. Groot. Please contact him in person or e-mail groot@tdchristian.ca.

• Friday, January 27, Monday, January 30, and Tuesday, January 31 are “turn around days” 
between semesters. There is no school on these days. Second semester begins on Wednesday, 
February 1 for all students in grades 9, 10 and 12. Students in grade 11 are completing their 
mentorship placements and begin classes on Friday, February 3.
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Anxiety and Depression

Help End The Stigma – You Are Not Alone!

 

It is estimated that one in ten Canadian adults will experience major depression at some time in their lives. The 
social stigma around mental illnesses presents a serious barrier, not only to diagnosis and treatment but also to 
acceptance in the community.

June Zwier, M.Div., Marriage and Family Therapist, with the Shalem Mental Health Network, engages us in an 
open discussion on depression and anxiety and other mental health challenges.

***

You Are Not Alone: Depression and Anxiety – Part I 
When: Thursday, February 16, 2017. 7:30 – 9:30 p.m.

The Four “SSSS”: Silence, Stigma, Suicide and Support – Part II 
When: Thursday, February 23, 2017. 7:30 – 9:30 p.m.

Where: Fellowship Church, 800 Burnhamthorpe Road, Etobicoke 

Feel free to come early and enjoy some refreshments before both events.

Please join us for this free community event.  For further information please contact us 

on Facebook or rehobothfellowcrc@bellnet.ca.  This venue is accessible.


