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by William Groot

At TDChristian we relish creating opportunities for 
different kinds of learning. One way we’ve done this is 
by having students volunteer as teaching assistants in 
our classes. The number of students helping in this way 
has increased over the past five years, and now they can 
also earn credits by doing so. T.A.s have to have a good 
relationship with the teachers they work with, be willing 
to learn about the craft of teaching, and be approved  
by staff and administration to ensure a good fit. 
 These students share their passion and knowledge 
in subject areas they enjoy while learning in turn 
from their teachers. They discover how to direct peers 
in accomplishing tasks, how to work with students 
individually and in groups, and how to encourage others 
to stay focused. It’s win-win-win: students, teaching 
assistants, and teachers all gain. 
 This year in Semester 1 we have nine student T.A.s 
volunteering in a variety of classes:
 • Tara VanHalteren & David Bergsma (Grade 9 Phys Ed)
 • Brenton Huxtable (Grade 11 Green Industries)
 • Juliet Kotys, Luke Stevens, Mitch Vandermey  
  (Grade 10 Environmental Block)
 • Emily Butler (Guitar)
 • Amelia Plastina (Small Business)
 • Genevieve Huyer (Grade 11 Geography)  
 For a closer look at how this works, read the article on 
page 2 about Genevieve Huyer’s experience assisting  
David Robinson in Grade 11 Physical Geography.
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 efore long, the students who populate TD’s halls today  
 will be exercising leadership in organizations, institutions, 
and endeavours in the wider world. And how do you learn to 
be a leader? The way you learn most other things in life: by 
doing. That’s why TDChristian provides a multitude of student 
leadership opportunities. “We create openings and allow 
students to risk. Sometimes they will fail, but they learn from 
that, too,” says Principal William Groot.  

 Besides preparing teens for the future, student leadership 
releases their gifts into the TD community and the wider world 
right now. Students can volunteer to be peer counsellors who 
come alongside their schoolmates, teaching assistants who give 
extra help in a classroom, or chaperones who lead younger 
students in the International Block program, to name just a  
few of the options available.  
 In addition, through the school’s Student Leadership Group, 
student leaders offer valuable perspective to staff on how to 
make TDChristian the best school it can be.  
 At the heart of it all is the desire that our students catch a 
vision for imitating the servant leadership of Christ. Read on  
to learn more.
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TD’s Student 
Leadership Group 	

TD’s Student Leadership 
Group meets with Principal 
William Groot to foster 
positive communication 
between students and TD.

Twice a week, a cross-section of the TD student 
body has Principal William Groot’s ear, and he 
has theirs. Known as the Student Leadership 
Group, its purpose is dialogue. 

 tudents in the group give the principal their   
 perspective on how the school is running. They’re 
also invited to offer ideas for improvement and 
suggest new initiatives. Recently, some in the group 
noticed that photography is an interest of many 
students, and they asked whether TD might offer a 
photography class. Mr. Groot has begun to investigate 
where it might fit into the curriculum, who could 
teach it, and what training might be required. 
 Student Leadership Group meetings are also a place 
where teens can get to know what the concerns of 
the institution are and work out ways to help create 
positive change. “I present problems, and they give 
feedback. We hear each other and come up with  
new plans and improved directions,” says Groot.www.tdchristian.ca

 by Sophie Vandenberg

TD Students Take the Lead

Student T.A.s at TD

S
by Sophie Vandenberg
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Gap? Lap? Or...
by William Groot, Principal

“Gap year” and “victory lap” are expressions used when 
students stay in high school for an extra semester or two.  
I avoid both terms, because they imply that students  
are trying to fill a hole or doing something essentially  
self-serving.
 I prefer the terms “transition year” and “fifth year”.  
The first indicates that a student is taking more time to 
complete the move from high school to apprenticeship, 
work, travel, or further education. The second is a simple 
statement of fact.
 Our fifth-year students are invaluable at TD. They usually 
bring a positive tenor to the school, and many of them take 
on leadership roles: our best teaching assistants are fifth- 
year students. While they “transition”, they often share 
their skills, abilities, talents, and experiences in meaningful 
ways. In that sense, they do fill gaps and lay foundations  
for daily victories.

 Peer  
 Counselling 
by David Robinson, Geography teacher

Genevieve’s passion for geology was clear when she was in my Physical Geography 
course two years ago. So I was ecstatic when she agreed to spend a transition 
year between high school and university as a teaching assistant in this year’s class. 
She is another expert in our classroom—someone who shares my excitement and 
passion for the subject, conducts research on pertinent topics, and gives feedback 
on how the course is going. Genevieve’s help in leading class activities also allows 
us to accomplish more. On our Algonquin trip, she took half the class in canoes to 
do a lesson on wetlands, speaking knowledgeably about the different soil profiles 
and demonstrating how it was possible to ignite swamp gas. Meanwhile I was 
able to devote my attention to delivering a lecture on geology to the rest of the 
students. 
 This semester is an opportunity for Genevieve to explore. She is full of curiosity, 
does exceptional work, and continually finds out cool things of interest to share 
with the class. It’s been a great partnership! 

 Recreation and Fitness  
 Counselling 
by Rachael Weening, I-Block teacher

For the past three years TD has sent a group of students on an eight-week trip to live in, learn about, delve into, explore, and engage 
another culture. These trips are made possible and enhanced by the help of alumni chaperones who lend a hand in a wide variety of ways. 
They accompany groups of students on regular visits to orphanages, schools, and construction sites, lead worship with guitar, write songs 
and perform skits about rules, negotiate with Spanish-speaking taxi drivers, climb mountains, console students overwhelmed by what they 
see, and participate in interpretive dance. They learn the dual role of disciplinarian and friend, and serve as role models in ways that are 
relational, inspirational, motivational, and influential. Whether by their own example or by pushing the students to take charge, the  
T.A.s encourage students to develop their gifts. 
 In short, these TD alumni abandon their North American life for eight weeks in order to engage students in experiential learning, and 
we are grateful for their involvement. Thank you, Eric De Ruiter, Monika Hintz, Jeff Ashton, Nick Weening, Peter Kooy, Jillayna Visser,  
and Jeremy Baker.

Leadership International Block 
 Chaperones

 Peer  
 Counselling 
by Tim Buwalda

The Grade 11 Service Trip this past fall involved 104 
students and seven teachers descending upon the inner 
cities of Toronto and Hamilton. Five alumni participated  
as leaders. 
 Monika Hintz (04), Josh Ross (04), Joel Sjaarda (06), 
Madeleine (Maddie) Smith (07), and Mark Westerink 
(09) gave of their time to serve in soup kitchens, clean in 
shelters, lead devotions, and sleep on hard church floors 
alongside our Grade 11 students.
 “Years ago, I really had my eyes opened going on this 
trip as a student. It was interesting to have the opportunity 
to go back again as an adult,” says Sjaarda. “It’s still a 
great trip.”

Leadership Alumni Leading
 in the City  

Leadership Genevieve Huyer: 
 Physical Geography Teaching Assistant

International Block Chaperones  
(from left) Jillayna Visser, Peter Kooy, 
and Jeremy Baker.

T.A. Genevieve Huyer  
on a recent Algonquin 
Park trip

  WELCOME BACK,  
  TD Alumni Leaders!

At TDChristian we’re always delighted when our 
grads drop in to say hello and have a look at their 

old school. And every year we’re absolutely thrilled 
when a number of them decide to come back for a 
day, a week, a semester, or even the entire year to 

exercise leadership among us.  

Read on to learn about some of the ways 
these promising young adults impact the 

TDChristian community and beyond.

  WELCOME 
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 Peer  
 Counselling 
by Alice Vanderkooy, Guidance

Every year, Grade 10 students are encouraged to sign up for training in peer 
counselling. Sixteen students, selected by peers and staff, spend 30 to 40 hours 
observing and practising the skills and qualities needed to be a caring and 
listening encourager. Although their main work is behind the scenes, they also 
provide focused leadership for events like Grade 8 Day or days when new  
students visit TD. 
 “The skills I learned really help me in my day-to-day life with friends,” says 
Grade 12 peer counsellor Megan Piccolo. “The experience has challenged me to 
think more and to ask good questions. It was great to apply those skills and see 
they actually work.”
 Fellow peer counsellor Ben Hiebert, also in Grade 12, agrees. “I’m using my 
peer counselling skills to better connect and live with my friends, to create better 
relationships and reinforce existing ones.” 
 Peer counsellors use their training in their daily lives inside and outside 
TDChristian, providing leadership and a listening ear wherever necessary. They are 
learning how to be “peacemakers” in our school and in the broader community.

Leadership Peer  
 Counselling

Leadership

 Recreation and Fitness  
 Counselling 
by Evelyn Dengerink, PhysEd teacher and Guidance

The Grade 12 Recreation and Fitness Leadership course gives students the 
opportunity to learn what it takes to be a leader. They study leadership qualities 
and styles, learn the importance of fitness, develop leadership skills—and most 
importantly, put their skills into action! 
 The students and the community both benefit as teens learn what is involved  
in running successful events. The class organizes assemblies, homeroom 
competitions, and intramural athletic activities. When TDChristian hosts volleyball 
tournaments, visitors are impressed with our students’ willingness and ability 
to run a well-organized event and often comment on the positive, trusting 
atmosphere at the school. 
 Students in this class also volunteer in the broader community for 15 hours. 
They help coach little league and elementary school teams, or lead groups such  
as GEMS or Cadets. 
 This year’s Recreation and Fitness Leadership students are Kristin Claydon, 
Karley Bouwers, Amy Vandekemp, Nicole Veldhoen, Kendra Vance, Taryn Geerlinks, 
Jonah Venneri, Alessandro Tatangelo, Andrew Chung, and Jake Murray. 

 Peer  
 Counselling 
by Tim Buwalda, Communications Coordinator & 
Mentorship Coordinator

From student performers to guest speakers, 
praise and worship to special events, TDChristian’s 
assemblies are full of “Wow, I wish I had a camera!” 
moments. Well, now we do: the Tech Crew’s job is 
to enhance the live experience through video. Three 
students set up and operate cameras that feed into 
a video mixer, while a fourth student, the switcher, 
chooses which feed to send to the projector for 
audience viewing. In addition, each event is recorded 
directly to a computer, providing footage for later 
use in various promotional pieces. Because the Tech 
Crew knows their work is live, they are motivated to 
do a good job.
 Senior students teach younger ones how to frame 
shots, test equipment, and perform smooth camera 
movements. This year we have two Tech Crews. 
Amy Vandekemp (12), Paul Hong (9), Kuhn Lee (9), 
and Alex Brohm (12) make up one team, while the 
other consists of Danielle DeBoer (9), Monika Lee (9), 
Dimitrios Apostolos (11), and Rachel Parenteau (12).

 TD’s Tech  
 Crews

Take 1

Leadership Recreation and Fitness 
 Leadership Class

 Peer  
 Counselling 
by Kevin Hayward, Music teacher

The TDChristian Music Council is made up of students 
who love music, are interested in being part of the 
school’s music events, and have a desire to serve.
  The multi-grade council meets regularly, bringing 
together students from the school’s various music 
groups to help plan, organize, and run music events. 
The biannual music and fine arts evenings and the 
yearly choral festival have traditionally relied heavily 
on the Music Council.
  Students involved in the council gain confidence 
from exercising leadership in TD’s music scene. They 
take on significant organizational responsibilities, 
speak publicly, and act as ambassadors to hundreds  
of guests who visit our school.
  Without the efforts of the Music Council, some 
events at TDChristian would not run as effectively, 
while others might not occur at all. The input of these 
committed students adds vitality and relevance to  
our music events, enriching the entire community.

Leadership Music
 Council

Leadership

Tech Crew 
members
Kuhn Lee (left) 
and Danielle 
DeBoer



4

www.tdchristian.ca

@tdchristian
Editor: Sophie Vandenberg

Email: 
editor@tdchristian.ca

For further information on 
TDChristian, please contact  
the school.

TDChristian
377 Woodbridge Avenue

Woodbridge, Ontario L4L 2V7

Tel: 416 410.9834
905 851.1772

Fax: 905 851.1992

www.tdchristian.ca

Email:
info@tdchristian.ca

To reach the TDChristian Board 
board_secretary 
@tdchristian.ca

Alumni 

News 
    td
Attention Alumni!
Please keep us posted 
regarding reunions, 
marriages, births, career 
moves, and any other 
important milestones. 
Simply e-mail alumni@
tdchristian.ca. Don’t worry 
if you’re late in reporting  
– we’re still interested!

• Marriages
• Heather Shaw (02) 

and Jonathan Maki, 
August 27, 2011.

• Holly Shaw (02) and 
Rigo Lopez were 
married January 29, 
2009, and welcomed 
their first baby, Genesis 
(Genny) Eva Patricia,  
on April 15, 2011.

• Mark Van Loenen (06) 
and Pamela Holtvluewer 
(06), May 26, 2011.

• Wayne Veenstra (05) 
and Suzanne Knibbe 
(05), July 22, 2011.

• Births
• Aaron (00) and Beccy 

Sikkema had their first 
baby, Olivia Grace,  
July 30, 2011.

• David (00) and Hester 
(Knibbe, 99) de Groot 
welcomed their second 
child, Lydia Marguerite, 
September 13, 2011. 
She is a sister to Everett 
Norman Johannes, born 
December 23, 2009.

• Joy (Van Daalen, 00) and 
Dave Van Hemert had 
a son, Levi Michael Van 
Hemert, June 28, 2011. 
He is a brother to Noah.

• Steven and Marcella 
(Knibbe, 01) Haanstra 
welcomed their first 
child, Nicholas Gerrit, 
September 26, 2011.

• Reunion
• Attention Class of 82! 

You are invited to a 30th 
reunion celebration 
at TDCH on Saturday, 
April 21, 2012. For 
details contact Elaine 
(Weening) Van Dyk at 
ek.vandyk@live.com.
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Upcoming Events
2011 

Tuesday, January 17
(6:30 pm) 
Dessert Evening  
 & Open House

Wednesday, February 1
First Day of Classes,   
 Semester 2

February 9-11 & 16-18
School Drama Production  
 “Horta Hears a Hugh”  
(A Celebration of Star Trek)

Thursday, March 1
Student Talent Show

TDChristian is in the social  
networking universe. Go to our  
website at tdchristian.ca to read 
our blog, or follow us on Twitter 
at twitter.com/tdchristian. 

Leaders Leading Leaders 
in Environmental Block 
by Sophie Vandenberg

Environmental Block teacher Ben Freeman first tried out his 
leadership wings when he was in high school. “As a shy, 
introverted kid, I was encouraged by my teachers to take care 
of finances for the school band, plant trees, and do some peer 
counselling,” he said. The experiences were formative. Now,  
as an educator himself, Ben is passionate about encouraging 
his own students to step up and lead.
 He has worked with student teaching assistants in E-Block 
for a number of years now, with advantages for all involved. 
Senior students get to be leaders and try their hand at a 
number of roles before committing to a career path. Ben 
appreciates the extra sets of eyes and hands that allow for 
lower student-instructor ratios and authentic projects that  
can’t happen with just one teacher. And Grade 10 students 
enjoy the company of their older peers.
 Senior students not only inject a sense of youthful energy 
and fun into the class, they also give younger students a lot  
of practical help. The Grade 10s report that the T.A.s work  
with them on projects, make suggestions, and lead small 
groups through a  

rotation of hands-on activities several  
times a week. “Because the groups  
are smaller, you get to ask more 
questions,” says Grade 10 student 
Sabrina Alaimo. The T.A.s lead groups 
in nature walks, environmentally-
focused cooking, energy audits, and 
career planning. They oversee the 
school’s recycling and composting  
teams and conduct informal one-to-one evaluations with the Grade 10s. 
 But perhaps most importantly, the senior students serve as role models. Two 
years ago, Jessica Bottomley (now a student in International Development   
  at the University of Ottawa) honed 
  her leadership skills as an E-Block   
  T.A. When she returned as an E-Block  
  guest speaker last fall, she was greeted  
  by two of her former Grade 10 charges:  
  Mitch Vandermey and Juliet Kotys,  
  now in Grade 12, who have followed  
  Jessica’s lead to become E-Block   
  teaching assistants themselves.   
  This past semester, Juliet led a   
  rotation on the subject of green   
  cleaners. Teacher Ben Freeman  
  observed that she remembered specifics  
  learned from Jessica two years earlier— 
details he’d long forgotten. “It was great to see her adapt what she’d seen 
modelled back in Grade 10, strengthening her own leadership and the program 
too,” he said. 
 This semester’s outstanding trio of E-Block teaching assistants are Juliet Kotys, 
Mitch Vandermey, and Luke Stevens. We look forward to seeing who in the 
current crop 
of Grade 10s 
will follow in 
their footsteps 
to become the 
E-Block leaders 
of the future.

E-Block T.A.s  
in a recent  
class

Alum Jessica Bottomley 
(middle) with current T.A.s 
Juliet Kotys (right) and 
Mitch Vandermey

T.A. Luke Stevens (left) working 
with Adam Wiedemann

          …most importantly, the senior 
students serve as role models.

TDCH Peer 
Counsellors
TDCH Peer 
Counsellors




