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Nota Bene  - W. Groot                                                                                     
           

Stories are powerful!

On Monday, during staff devotions, Marg shared wonderful stories of how the TDChristian team was able to partner in 
special ways with our partners, Richard and Lucille, in Belize. It’s a story that never gets old; filled with love and goodness.

Yesterday, TDChristian held its third set of Learning Dialogues. Staff, students, parents, guardians and homestay parents 
participated in 411 sessions (87 families). The commons room was humming with stories of students’ learning.

Last night, we hosted a New Members Meeting. People shared why Christian education is important; how God moves in 
families is interesting and inspiring. Six stories were new; five were familiar – great stories always improve with age!

As Dave Stewart, Campaign Coordinator, and I make visits on behalf of Project 20/20, we are reminded of the story of 
TDChristian – how God has used and continues to use people to further his kingdom is humbling and exciting!

Most importantly, this weekend we celebrate, in real and meaningful ways, God’s story of salvation. Good Friday, Holy 
Saturday, and Easter Sunday testify of God’s immense love for us. May you know of that love as you celebrate Christ’s 
victory over the grave in the story of your life! 

PRAYING FOR PROJECT 20/20: If you are interested in being part of a Prayer Group or Team @TDChristian, please 
contact Lynne Elliott at elliott @tdchristian.ca. (This can count towards volunteer hours.)

Grade 11 Service Trip        - P. Schuurman

On Tuesday April 3, after Easter Monday, over 50 Grade 11 students will board buses bound for downtown Toronto. 
Students should arrive at school by 7 a.m. so that we can arrive at our service placements on time. We will be partnering 
with many organizations including Scott Mission, the Lighthouse and St. Felix Center. Students need to bring a sleeping 
bag and pillow, a bagged lunch for the day, overnight clothes and close-toed shoes. Appropriate outerwear for rain or snow 
is also advised. Students will arrive back on Thursday afternoon in time for the school bus. Please pray for safety and a 
rich time of learning.

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test
On Tuesday, April 10, Grade 10 students, along with a number of senior students will write the Ontario Secondary School 
Literacy Test (OSSLT). Preparation for the OSSLT test has been on going in all grade 10 classes this semester. Senior 
students who need to take the test were given individual practice packages. Students writing the test this year who 
wish to receive extra support are invited After-School Homework Club on Tuesday, April 3 from 3 to 5 p.m.

There is NO school this Friday, (Good 
Friday), Monday, (Easter Monday) 
and Friday, April 3 (Project Day 4). 
Assignments for period 4 classes are 
posted in Edsby.



2

Bus Tracking
For the past few weeks, several people have noted that our bus tracking has not been working. Often bus 
location information is unavailable. The issue is not ours or the bus company’s. We have found out that it stems 
from a software update which negatively affected hundreds of GPS units across Ontario including several on 
our buses. The software company, Synovia, is aware of the issue and working to create a fix; it is taking longer 
than anticipated. At this point, all we can do is wait. We apologize for the inconvenience. Once the software fix is 
complete we will let you know.

Praise & Petition          - E. Dengerink/M. Laswick

We give thanks for the safe return and positive experiences of all during the March Break, including those who 
travelled with their church and youth groups, with the school or with their families and those who stayed at home.

Jocelyn Alkema’s grandmother passed away last week, just a month after her grandfather died. We extend our 
sympathy and prayers to Jocelyn and her family. The memorial service at Holland Christian Homes took place 
today. 

The Literacy Test will be written on April 10. Please pray that students may prepare well and show accurately what 
they know on the test.

Music Notes                                                                                  - K. Hayward

Choir students and parents are reminded of the following events:
• April 27 – The City Youth Gospel Project at York University
• May 4 – The Ontario Christian High School Choral Festival in Grimsby

Band parents, guardians and drivers are reminded that there will be no concert band rehearsals next Tuesday.

The Concert band will be performing at Canada’s Wonderland at 1:30 p.m. on May 30. The students will return to 
school in time for the afternoon buses.
 
If you have any questions about Music @ TDChristian, e-mail message Mr. Hayward  at hayward@tdchristian.ca.

Athletics            - C. Hoving 
  
Spring has sprung and we move into our next season of Athletics.

Junior and Senior badminton teams are just about finalized. The Senior team begins its season next Thursday, 
April 5, with round one of league play at Maple High School.

Junior and Senior Ultimate, Girls Soccer and Boys Soccer are beginning with tryouts this week and next. Please 
check the appropriate Edsby group for more information.

Track and Field had an information meeting today. Practices should begin sometime in the next two weeks.

As another season begins, parents and guardians are reminded that their will be volunteer opportunities to drive to 
games and tournaments. Check for opportunities in the Edsby groups. They will be posted after coaches are given 
the league schedules for the season.

Guidance                          - E. Dengerink

POST-SECONDARY APPLICATIONS
• Community College and University Applicants should check university and community college emails, mail 

and websites for information on scholarship deadlines, personal information forms, auditions and mandatory 
information sessions. Missing a deadline may mean missing an opportunity to be accepted to a program.



3

• Students should set up an account with each school to which they applied in order to get all the information 
needed to make decisions by the stated deadlines.

• University and College Tours: Prior to making final post-secondary institution choice students are advised to 
go on a campus tour! Sign-ups are available on the university or college website. 

Grade 10 and 11 Students: The Interaction Conference at the University of Guelph for is for grade 10 and 
11 students interested in university. Spend April 25 or 26 on the University of Guelph campus exploring the 
community and learning about academic disciplines and student services. Check admission.uoguelph.ca/events 
for more information.

SUMMER IDEAS
• Summer School information for local public and Catholic School Boards will be coming soon. Students can 

attend to recover a credit or to take a new course. To earn a credit while studying abroad, students can check 
blythsummers.ca/ or www.meiacademy.com/2018-all-mei-summer-study-abroad-programs/. 

• The Faculty of Science at York University offers their Helix Summer Science Institute, as well as a new 
program, Spark Lab. The Helix Summer Institute is an enrichment program that runs during July. It is designed 
for high achieving Grade 9 to12 students who are passionately interested in science and mathematics. The 
Spark Lab program offers week-long sessions designed for students who want more hands-on science to 
explore physics, biology and chemistry through lab work. Courses run throughout July and August. Check 
helix.science.yorku.ca/spark/ for more information on both programs. 

• The Toronto and Region Conservation Authority is offering the Boyd Archaeological Field School in the 
summer of 2018. It is scheduled for August 10 to 26. This two week interdisciplinary program offers a Grade 
12U (IDC4U) credit. Days alternate between working in the feld and in the classroom. If you would like to know 
more about this exciting opportunity, check www.boydfeldschool.org.

• Camp Shalom needs staff for its summer camp program! Positions include counsellors, maintenance and 
kitchen staff, and lifeguards. Check www.countrysidecamp.com.

• Muskoka Bible Centre needs staff for its summer programs. Check steppingstones.muskokabiblecentre.com 
for more information.

• Camp Widjitiwin also has summer work opportunities for students. Make a difference this summer! Apply 
tomycamp.ca/work-at-widji

• Christian Horizons Family Retreat needs volunteers from August 26 to 31, 2018. The retreat is 
a uniqueopportunity for families living with disability to enjoy a vacation together in a safe, fun and 
rejuvenatingatmosphere. Connect with families who live with disability while being encouraged by the Word of 
God through teaching, worship, and fellowship. Check www.christian-horizons.org/what-we-do/family-camp for 
more information.

• Beacon Bible Camp in Gravenhurst offers camp programs for teenagers as well as volunteer opportunities 
for one or more weeks. Check beaconbiblecamp.com/ for more information. 

• The Ezra Institute for Contemporary Christianity (EICC) is now receiving applications! Do you know a 
student who would benefit from a week-long apologetics and worldview training camp this summer? The 
Worldview Leadership League is designed for students aged 14 to 18 to help equip them to defend their 
Christian faith in the midst of the intellectual and practical challenges of our culture, to apply God’s Word to 
every sphere of life, and to direct their lives towards building a culture that loves and honours Jesus Christ. 
Interested? Questions? Contact Steve Martins (416) 466-8819.

Community Service Hours
The Ministry of Education mandates that every high school student in Ontario must complete 40 hours of 
Community Service as part of their diploma requirements. Once a student reaches the required 40 hours, 
TDChristian stops recording them. We suggest that students keep copies of the paperwork submitted for their own 
records in case there is a discrepancy or if they would like to use these hours for future scholarship possibilities.  

TDChristian Community Service Hour forms are available on our Splash! Page (with guideline information as 
well). Please ensure that they are filled in completely and correctly when submitting hours to the office. If students 
submit forms from other agencies such as churches, they must attach one of our completed forms.
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Scuba Club          - D. Robinson

Scuba Club has been meeting every Tuesday during Fifth Period to prepare for the initial steps of full scuba 
certification: classroom theory and pool practice. Our six members, along with Ryan Robinson (Mr. R’s son) 
represented TDChristian very well this past weekend. All students had passed the written exam with a grade above 
80% (one exam had only one wrong answer!). The two pool sessions were very intense with lots of learning and 
refining of safety techniques. While we wait for lakes to warm up, all scuba club members are now able to attend 
supervised pool sessions and continue to impress their instructors with their new skills.

Donations
The Grade 10 Atmosphere class needs as many empty 2L plastic bottles as possible. Please bring them to the 
school office or room 27.

Grade 10 French & History Block Trip     - Emma Guinness

The grade 10 French & History class went on an exchange trip to Alma, Quebec for a week in February. We stayed 
in the houses of French students from a school in that town. Throughout the week, we did different activities 
together. We went tubing and ice fishing, visited museums and the zoo, and took an overnight trip to Quebec City. It 
was a great experience to gain a greater knowledge of French and get to know everyone better. We all loved the trip 
and can’t wait for the French students to come to Toronto in May.

Belize Trip 2018  - M. Laswick

We’re back after a wonderful time of working, playing, 
discovering and serving in Belize. Twelve students 
(Michael Bodini, Emmaline Coghill, Jessica Costa, 
Jeremy Duong, Trevor Eygenraam, Naomi Gray, Mary 
Hiebert, Caleb Mathai, Carleigh Roos, Francesca 
Rotondo, Sarah Scheepstra and Jacob Schuurman 
and three chaperones (Marg Laswick and Rod & 
Evelyn Dengerink) worked at Santa Elena Roman 
Catholic School constructing much needed bathrooms 
for the teachers - a big undertaking, as it was on the 
second floor.The work was hard (handmixing cement, 
pouring concrete and mason work) and doing it in high 
30 degree temperatures was draining; the team dug in 
deep and made a huge dent in the project. The plan is 
to return next year to finish it off.

But don’t feel too sorry for us: we spent recesses and lunch hours skipping, blowing bubbles, laughing and bonding 
with some really incredible kids. And on our days off we travelled over the border to Guatemala to zipline through the 
jungle and visit Tikal National Park. We also visited the Zoo and floated on tubes through incredible cave systems.

 We met and worked alongside some wonderful people and were treated royally by our hosts, Richard and Lucille 
Zul. Thank you for the many ways in which you supported us: financially, by donating school supplies to the project, 
encouraging us and praying for us. We came back with a new appreciation for our classmates, the warm and diverse 
culture that is Belize and made memories that will last a lifetime.

Belize Trip 2019
Grade 11 students interested in joining the Belize 2019 team should listen closely to announcements about when 
they can pick up necessary forms and attend an information meeting. Any questions can be directed to Marg via 
email (marg@tdchristian.ca), phone (905) 851-1772 x0 or in person.
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Europe Trip 2018          - T. Buwalda

The European Cultural Trip was a fascinating tour through history. Twelve students (Victoria Cottle, Louis Jang, 
Helen Kim, Matt Lloyd, Natalie Rivera Vargas, Ivana Rodriguez, Cecilia Salituro, Arianna Sisti, Bryce Stafford, 
Matteo Vinelli, Paul Cate, and Christina 
Warren), three adult travelers and three 
chaperones (Tim Buwalda, Meg Cate & 
Elaine Roorda) made the trip. We started 
in Berlin, where many students commented 
on the heaviness (both from WW2 and the 
Berlin Wall) that seems to still linger there. 
We stopped in Dresden, where 96% of 
the buildings were heavily damaged from 
bombing runs in World War II. 

We then moved to the beautiful city of 
Prague; we marveled at churches and 
other buildings that went as far back as the 
1200s. Next, we headed back to Germany 
to Munich, where we also toured the 
Dachau concentration camp before going 
to “Mad” King Ludwig’s magical castle in 
Neuschwanstein.

Then, we traveled through four countries: Germany, Austria, Liechtenstein, and Switzerland. We spent our last day 
visiting Lucerne and taking cable cars up to the peak of Mount Pilatus, which is where the word “breathtaking” was 
probably first coined. In between the sights, we bonded as travelers, were enlightened by fantastic local guides, 
watched The Sound of Music while driving through Austria, and had a wonderful experience.

Dominican Republic Trip 2018        - R. Weening

Seventeen students (Tim Crincoli, Nadine dePeuter, 
Providence Diomedi, Juliana Groot, Harrison Hendriks, 
Jessica Jackson, Mason Janse, Lauren Krale, Carolyn 
Kooy, Johnny Petch, Robyn Postma, Christine Ryzebol, 
Katie Tiemens, Laura VanLuyk, Megan Vroom, Olivia 
Wells & Elisa Zandstra, and four chaperones (Rachael 
Weening, Brian Bergsma, Brittney Bouwers and Ashley 
Tiemens) had the privilege of spending their March break 
living among and working with Dominicans. The crew was 
quite busy; over eleven days they hauled block, cement 
bags and buckets of water to build walls, forms, columns 
and lentils for a house. They mixed mortar and concrete. 
They were involved in bucket and block lines as they 
efficiently used energy to transfer over 1500 block and 
countless buckets of concrete. They arrived to a 

foundation and left with the walls of a house completed. They planned, shopped for, and built (and installed) 
doors, shelves and cabinets from scratch and also painted three buildings. Everyone in the group chose to get up 
one morning at 5:45 to learn how to milk cows and they spent another afternoon soaring through the air while 
paragliding. They spent time in an orphanage for disabled children, went to a remote village for evening church 
and to play with children and were involved in a feeding program for some of the poorest Dominicans. They had 
adventures in sugar cane fields, they learned how to make kites from sticks, plastic bags and floss and they spent 
quality time in a remote batey (sugar cane cutting village). The days were packed with work, fun, laughs, sun, 
comradery, Spanish, love, sweat, ABBA, close-quarters and incredible food. Thanks to all who supported this trip 
through words of encouragement, donations and prayer; your contributions were immeasurably appreciated.
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Volunteer Opportunities
The following food items are needed for an event at TD on Friday, April 6, 2018.

Chili:  1 gluten-free, 1 veggie chili, 1 turkey chili, 2 regular chili (to be brought in a crockpot.)
Soup: 1 tomato, 1 leek, 1 cream of broccoli, 1 chicken noodle, 1 your choice (to be brought in a crockpot).
Muffins: 6 batches of 2 dozen each, your choice (nut-free)
Cookies: 3 batches of 2 dozen each, your choice (nut-free)
Squares: 3 batches of approximately 2 dozen each, your choice, uncut (nut-free)

All items to be brought in to the school on Thursday, April 5, 2018.
All food must be nut-free.

Volunteer hours: 1 hour for 2 dozen baked goods, 2 hours for each crockpot of soup/chili
Please contact Joni Knibbe on or before noon on Tuesday, April 3if you can help: knibbe@tdchristian.ca. 

Focus Day 2, Tuesday, April 3
Grade Nine Students (except for the Pulse class) will be going to the McMichael Art Gallery for the day. They need 
to bring a good lunch along (not money, as we will not be buying lunch).

The grade 10 ESL class (Mrs. Sjaarda) is going bowling. Students should dress for the weather since we may be 
taking public transit.

Four classes will be travelling to Toronto to engage in various activities:
• Mr. Klompmaker’s grade 12 World Cultures is class going to Kensington Market. 
• Mr. Buisman’s grade 12 PE class is going to Archer’s Arena in Toronto.
• Ms. Joosse’s Gr. 11 French class 
• Mr. Vriend’s Photography class will be taking pictures in the downtown area 

From the Art Room
Grade 10, 11 and 12 Art Students are to be working on their Recycled Runway ideas now.

Upcoming Reunions
The Class of 2008 celebrates its 10 Year Reunion on Saturday, May 5 at 7:30 pm in the TDChristian High School 
Atrium. Tell your friends and enjoy getting together to share stories and see each other again! 

If you are part of the Class of ‘91, ‘92, ‘93, you are invited to a 25 Year Reunion on Saturday, May 5 at 7:30 pm, 
in the Commons. Check out the Facebook invitation and plan on coming out for a great evening of strolling down 
memory lane. 

Any questions about either reunion? Contact Patty Schuurman at schuurman@tdchristian.ca or 905-851-1772 
x203.

Interested in a 40 Year Reunion? Contact William Groot (Class of ‘78) at groot@tdchristian.ca. Who knows what 
may happen?!
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Be our guest for 
Grandparents’ Day

Thursday,
April 26, 2018


