
www.tdchristian.ca

 Year 51  
– Moving Forward

After the excitement 
and celebration 
of last year’s 50th 
anniversary, it was 
time to ask some 
deep questions.  

How is TDChristian 
preparing for the 
future? Does the focus 
of the school still ring 
true? Do students feel 
appreciated, loved, 
challenged, affirmed, 
and inspired? Will 
graduates leave 
TDChristian ready to 
find their unique place 
in God’s world? Are 
they equipped for 21st 
century challenges and 
opportunities? In this 
issue, find out about 
TDChristian’s renewed 
focus statement and  
its three supporting  
“E” words. You’ll also 
catch a glimpse into  
the myriad programs, 
trips, projects, and 
events that make 
TDChristian such a 
dynamic, exciting 
community of learning.
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“In our 51st year of Christian Education” 

MOVING FORWARD  
IN ACTION

On Friday, February 7, 
TDChristian High School 
officially completed 
the purchase of the 
adjacent fire station. The 
property will be leased 
back to the city until a 
new station is built (no 
later than June 2017). 
We thank Ren Siebenga 
for his dedication and 
determination over the 
past 10 years in making 
the purchase a reality. 

Our new VP of Students Patty Schuurman prays over all the students going away around March Break  
on various school trips (see back page for details). She also prayed for the students who remained at school, 
“on this journey of faith, in the place that God has put us, for the time that we have to lead, serve, and 
grow.”

Q&A

 “Learning for Service  
in the Light of God’s Word”

William Groot,
PrincipalQ&A

We asked Principal William Groot about the school’s revised focus statement.

Why did the focus statement change from “Educating Teens for Service in the Light of God’s Word” to 
“Learning for Service in the Light of God’s Word”?

The previous statement sounded like something we were doing to students whereas the new statement is more accurate. 
TDChristian is a partnership. Staff and students are learning for service together, and also from each other. 

What does “learning for service” mean?

We can better serve God by learning about his incredible world and his amazing gift of grace. We can better serve our 
neighbours by first knowing about our neighbours, wherever they may be and whoever they may be. Christ-centred 
education must also be authentic and relevant, so that when students leave TDChristian, they feel prepared for the next 
stage of learning and God’s calling, whatever that might be. 

How will the school ensure the focus statement can be properly carried out?

We’ve identified five key ways to ensure students are being stretched, celebrated, and enabled to reach their full potential:
•	uncovering and developing students’ God-given talents for service
•	growing and celebrating community
•	emphasizing and fostering the student-teacher relationship
•	having up-to-date learning tools and spaces (both physical and virtual)
•	connecting authentically to life outside the institution by partnering  
 (“permeable walls”).

 What is TDChristian’s “permeable walls”?

 Our school is not an island of learning. Learning happens everywhere  
 and at any time. Learning flows through, in, and out of TDChristian. Our  
 internship program (where students spend time outside the school with  
 adult mentors in a wide variety of fields) makes our walls permeable.
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Enfolding

Engaging

Why? As God’s image bearers, students matter. To live a life of service, students need to know themselves 
and be known. When students are accepted and their talents, passions, and gifts are recognized, they become 
important members of the school community. Such enfolding provides a firm foundation for learning.

How? From the initial family interview until graduation, we work diligently with students in uncovering 
their God-given talents. We welcome them into multi-grade “family” homerooms in which they contribute  
and grow. During the first week of Grade 9, students are brought into the TDChristian community while  
learning and serving on a two-day trip. During their time at TDChristian, students learn through rich  
experiences in diverse areas: academics, video, art, drama, music, athletics, and wood shop. Throughout  
the school year, we challenge our students to cultivate their passions and develop their abilities while  
sharing their learning with others, especially through presentations.

EEmpowering
Why? For learning to be relevant and service-driven, TDChristian’s walls must be permeable. Our desire is to connect 
our students authentically to life outside the institution by partnering with groups and organizations in activities 
that grow the kingdom of God. We want our students to work actively with others, from getting their hands 
dirty to giving leadership willingly, so that they are a blessing to their communities and are blessed in the process.

How? Students are empowered when they contribute to our vibrant community through student leadership 
opportunities and assemblies. Service trips, Focus Days, Project Days, and Internships immerse students in  
learning outside the building. Integrating learning with life is paramount. Daily, we stretch students creatively, 
intellectually, and practically to impact all of God’s creation including athletics, the arts, drama, and robotics. 
Courses in communications technology and entrepreneurship, along with interdisciplinary blocks of learning  
in French & history, the environment, social justice, and engineering complement a full range of courses.  
Our aim is to link students to outside organizations or places in which  
they can serve with their hearts and minds. 

(far left) FAMILY STYLE 
HOMEROOMS: Three 
years ago, Grade 12 
student Curtiss Straatsma 
poses with Grade 9 
student Val Bouwers. 
Now, three years later, 
Val poses with Grade 9 
student Joshua Guinness.

(right) Green industries 
group project. 

(below) Grade 9’s 
Elizabeth Parenteau 
performs at talent night.

(above) Grade 12’s Phil  
Bodini totally engaged  
in robotics.

(right) Choices in projects 
makes learning more 
interesting. These four  
Grade 9 students made 
a features map in Mr. 
Westerhof’s Geography  
Class.

(above) Great student-teacher 
interaction helps to create 
engaging learning experiences.

(right) TECHNOLOGY ENHANCES 
LEARNING: Grade 11’s Andrew 
Bebnowski uses his tablet in 
Accounting class.

(right) E-Block students harvest our garden to support  
a local food bank, hospice, and our cafeteria.



Mr. Freeman  
(E-Block):   

“ Spend more time in 
our community garden 
growing food for local 
food banks.”

Mr. Templeton 
(Math):   

“ Have my students 
tutor younger students 
from a local public 
school.”

Mrs. Tenyenhuis 
(Art):  

“Have students enter 
more work into the Wood-
bridge Fall Fair, Vaughan 
Film Festival, and Early  
Harvest arts contest.”

What is one way you will EMPOWER in your classroom? 

Mrs. Dengerink  
(Phys. Ed.):   

“ Let the students pick 
the health topics most  
important to them.”

Mrs. Templeton 
(Science):   

“ Link the curriculum 
more closely to real and/
or personal stories.”

Mr. VanEerden 
(English):  

“Create projects  
that allow for a lot  
of different outcomes 
and room for choice.”

What is one way you will ENGAGE in your classroom? 

Mr. Fluit  
(Careers/Civics):  

“ Being at the door 
daily to meet and greet 
students as they arrive.”

Mr. Sjaarda 
(Old Testament):   

“ Set up an intentional  
rotation to connect with  
each and every student.”

Mr. Peters 
(Show Period):  

“ Divide students into 
smaller prayer groups to 
pray for each other and 
also for specific details 
and responsibilities in 
our upcoming show.”

What is one way you will ENFOLD in your classroom? 

EEngaging
Why? Learning at TDChristian is for today, with an eye to tomorrow. A love of learning is fostered by piquing students’ interests and 
taking into account their gifts. Creating room for students to have voice and choice in their learning produces determination, allows for 
healthy risk-taking, and brings about rigorous depth of understanding. Additionally, engaged students develop grit, perseverance, and  
a strong work ethic. 

How? Learning is stimulated and nurtured in our inviting physical and virtual learning spaces. However, it flourishes through the  
student-teacher relationship that TDChristian emphasizes and fosters. Our teachers are engaged in and passionate about their work. At  
each learning opportunity, they assist students in sharing their findings in significant and relevant ways. Projects that emphasize skills such 
as creativity, collaboration, initiative, adaptability, information analysis, entrepreneurship, and effective oral and written communication  
are essential to learning at TDChristian. Students are pushed to become wisely discerning, to think and learn about how to conduct  
themselves and how to serve effectively in an ever-changing world.

PASSION: Grade 11’s  
Rebecca Idzerda incorporates  
her love of art and photography  
into her learning.

Students bond during fun  
homeroom competitions.

Grade 11’s Noah Murray 
presents at our business fair.

Earth and Space  
Science students  
explore creation  
first hand  
(Algonquin Park)  
as part of their  
learning.

Field trips inspire students  
and add excitement to classes,  
like this Art Class sketching  
at the AGO.

(left above) Communications Technology students use the 
latest gear as they learn to tell stories visually, an important 
21st century skill.

(left) Braelynn Bryan interned at CTV News Toronto.

(left middle) Grade 10 E-Block 
students run the school’s 
recycling efforts, including 
collecting, sorting, and 
encouraging students to  
recycle.

(left) INTERNSHIP: Sarah Vos 
with her mentor in geriatrics.

(left) In December, students Tori DeRooy, Jesse Hudson, and  
Shane Versteeg accompanied VP Facilities Rod Dengerink  
to the IDEX Design and Architecture show. They were  
impressed by a green-friendly bottle filling station and 
drinking fountain on display. On their recommendation,  
two were recently installed in the school.

(right) INTERNSHIP: Julia 
Meimaris interned with  
a dental hygienist.

(below) 2014’s International  
Block Class currently working,  
learning, and serving in the D.R.

INTERNSHIP: Catherine Li 
interned at an engine plant 
in China.



4 Alumni 

News  
    tdAttention Alumni!
Please keep us posted 
regarding reunions, marriages, 
births, career moves, and any 
other important milestones. 
Simply email alumni@
tdchristian.ca. Don’t worry  
if you’re late in reporting  
– we’re still interested!

STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN FOUR TRIPS
In and around March Break, close to one hundred students were 
blessed to participate in four separate trips. Our International 
Block class left for eight weeks of living, learning, and serving in the 
Dominican Republic. Grade 10 French/History Block students went 
for a one-week exchange experience with Maple Ridge Christian 
School in B.C. A team of senior students and staff members went 
to serve in Belize. Finally, a group of students embarked on an 
international business trip to Europe, along with students from 
King’s Christian Collegiate in Oakville.

SIX FILMS IN VAUGHAN FILM FESTIVAL
 In January, TDChristian entered six student  
 films into the Vaughan Film Festival. All  
 six where chosen to be a part of the  
 Festival’s Student Showcase. They will  
 be shown on the big screen at Cineplex 
Colossus in Vaughan on Wednesday, April 2 at 6:30 pm. Not only 
does this make for a great experience and résumé item, students 
also have the chance to win a scholarship. The films represent  
the creative work of over 20 students.

BEACH VOLLEYBALL IN PORTUGAL
In December, we were already 
proud when Grade 11 student 
Zach Albert and Grade 12 
student Kelsey Veltman were 
named to the York Region  
Athletic Association’s Senior  
Boys/Senior Girls All-Star  
Volleyball Teams. In February,  
Zach and his partner Craig  
Ireland were named the official  
representatives of Canada for  
the U19 World Championships  
for Boys’ Beach Volleyball this  
summer in Porto, Portugal!

300 LBS OF ROCK IN HOLLAND MARSH
In January, teacher (and geology enthusiast) David Robinson 
tapped into his love of physics to move three hundred pounds of 
rock samples to Holland Marsh District Christian School for what 
was supposed to be a single presentation on rocks and mining. 
He ended up presenting to six classes from JK to Grade 8. “One 
focus at TDChristian is partnerships. We try to support our feeder 
schools, because their success becomes our success,” said Robinson.
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• Updates
•	 Harry Gils (93) married 

Dana Cowie in 2009; 
their daughter, Maria 
Linda, was  born 
December 22, 2010. 
The Gils family lives 
in Hamilton, Ontario 
and attends Hamilton 
Christian Fellowship. 
Harry is a photographer, 
and Dana is an artist 
who does worship 
painting at the church. 
See their work at  
www.harrygils.com and 
www.dcowie.com.

www.tdchristian.ca

WELCOME
PATTY 
SCHUURMAN!

Upcoming Events
2014 

Spring Membership   
 Meeting  
 April 24

Grandparents’ Day
 May 1

Open House & Exhibitions  
 of Learning
 May 8

“Artfully Yours”
 TDChristian’s Gala  
 Dinner  
 May 31  
 (Doors open 5:30 pm)

Main Stage Production:  
 Anne of Green Gables  
 June 5-7eNew Ways to EXPLORE  TDChristian

See dozens of our videos on our new video page at www.tdchristian.ca.  
Journey along with our International Block class in the D.R. on their blog at  
http://dominicaniblock.blogspot.ca. Finally, find out more about our school  
on our official blog at livefromtdchristian.blogspot.ca.

TDChristian Leadership Team Responsibilities

Tim Bentum
(VP Futures): 

• finance  
• admissions 

• development 
• transportation

Patty Schuurman
(VP Students): 

• student discipleship
• student leadership

• service learning
• family relations

William Groot 
(Principal): 

• human resources 
• timetable 
• curriculum 
• reporting 

• school climate 
• organizational health

• vision, strategy and events

Part of moving forward 
is having a full leadership 
team in place. In January, 
TDChristian was pleased  
to welcome Mrs. Patty 
Schuurman to join the 
team as our new VP of  
Students. An alumna  
of TDChristian, Patty is  
especially passionate 
about Christian learning 
and connecting in  
meaningful ways with  
students—helping them 
learn and grow as image 
bearers of God. In  
addition to her VP  
duties, Patty teaches 
Grade 9 Phys Ed and 
coaches Girls’ Soccer.  
Patty lives with her  
husband Tim and son 
Jacob in Oakville.

Zach Albert Kelsey Veltman

Saturday, May 31, Doors open at 5:30 pm

HURRY! FIRST 100 TICKETS: $60 each
AFTER THAT: $75 each
Tickets and more delicious details at
tdchristian.ca/gala

Featuring  

ASH &  
BLOOM

ASH & BLOOM




